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We are delighted to have you worship with us this morning!  

Know that you are welcome here just as you are. 

If you are looking for a church to call home, why not consider making this one your own? If this 

is your first time worshiping at St. John, please fill out the visitor information card stapled to 

your bulletin. 

 

Everything you need to follow worship can be found in this bulletin. As you are comfortable, 

please rise when there is an * and join in the congregational responses, noted in bold.  

All songs are marked with numbers. The red book in the pew has all the songs. Look for the 

large number in the upper corner of the page to find the correct song. 

 

During the time of Peace, you are invited to turn to those around you and offer a word of peace. 

We suggest a handshake and saying, “Peace be with you.” You are also welcomed to offer 

another gesture of peace (wave, fist-bump, smile, etc.). Hand sanitizer is available in each pew. 

 

At the time of Offering, you are invited to share a gift. Envelopes are available in the pews if 

you prefer. Online gifts may be made using the QR code below: 

 
You may also offer updates to our ongoing prayer list using the yellow cards in the pews and 

placing them in the offering plates. Guest information cards and member attendance cards 

(attached to the front of the bulletin) may also be placed in the offering plates. 

 

As Lutherans, we believe Christ is truly present in the elements of the Lord’s Supper. At the 

time of Holy Communion, all baptized individuals are welcome to come forward via the center 

aisle, receive the elements, and return via the side aisles. We begin at the front of the right side, 

commune all on the right side, then we will invite the left side forward. When you come 

forward, you may receive the bread from the pastor (gluten free wafers are available), then pre-

filled cups with wine or grape juice from the assisting minister. You may consume the elements 

after receiving them then place the empty cup in the tray held by the acolyte. Those who do not 

receive Holy Communion are welcome to come forward for a blessing.  

 

If you need a restroom, restrooms are located on the bottom floor at the far side of the building 

from the elevator. Restrooms may be accessed either via the stairs in the rear of the sanctuary, 

the stairs by the Greeting Area, or the elevator.  

A playroom is available downstairs for children who need a break from the worship service. 

This room is by the elevator on the lower level. An adult must remain with the child.  

Children are also welcome to utilize the books and puzzles available in the Greeting Area on 

the top level by the elevator. 



3 
 

As you prepare for worship, you are invited to fill out the blue prayer request forms located in each 

pew. The cards will be collected during our hymn of the day, and prayers will be offered during the 

prayers of intercession. 

 

PRELUDE and ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

PSALM 19:7-11 (12-14 in confession) 

 7 The teaching of the LORD is perfect and revives the soul; 

  the testimony of the LORD is sure and gives wisdom to the simple. 

 8 The statutes of the LORD are just and rejoice the heart; 

  the commandment of the LORD is clear and gives light to the eyes. 

 9 The fear of the LORD is clean and endures forever; 

  the judgments of the LORD are true and righteous altogether. 

 10 More to be desired are they than gold, more than much fine gold, 

  sweeter far than honey, than honey in the comb.  

 11 By them also is your servant enlightened, 

  and in keeping them there is great reward. 

 

Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, let us confess our sin. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

Compassionate God, 

we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness in the world and in our own hearts. 

Creation groans from overuse. Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships. 

Indifference keeps us from seeking justice.  

Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine love to others. 
12 Who can detect one’s own offenses? Cleanse me from my secret faults. 13 Above all, keep 

your servant from presumptuous sins; let them not get dominion over me; then shall I be 

whole and sound, and innocent of a great offense. 14 Let the words of my mouth and the 

meditation of my heart be acceptable in your sight, O LORD, my strength and my 

redeemer. 

Turn our hearts back to you. Restore our world and reconcile us to one another. 

Renew us to live as your holy people, following the way of Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

All you saints and sinners, this good news is for you: 

When everything else changes, God’s love is steadfast and sure, and nothing can ever separate 

you from the love of God. We have peace with God through Jesus Christ, in whom and through 

whom your sins are forgiven and you are freed to love the world as we have been loved. Amen.  
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*GATHERING HYMN How Clear Is Our Vocation, Lord (ELW 580) 

 
 

*GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you.  



5 
 

*CANTICLE OF PRAISE Glory to God (ELW 163) 
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray. Beloved God, from you come all things that are good. Lead us by the 

inspiration of your Spirit to know those things that are right, and by your merciful 

guidance, help us to do them, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 
 

FIRST READING: Exodus 20:1-4, 7-9, 12-20 

The God of the exodus graciously gave Israel the Ten Commandments. Primarily stated as 

negative imperatives, the Ten Commandments forbid gross sins such as murder, adultery, theft, 

and perjury. In most of life they grant Israel freedom to live righteously, with maximum love for 

God and neighbor. 

 

A reading from Exodus. 

 
1 God spoke all these words, 

  2 “I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of 

slavery; 3 you shall have no other gods before me. 

  4 “You shall not make for yourself an idol, whether in the form of anything that is in heaven 

above or that is on the earth beneath or that is in the water under the earth. 

  7 “You shall not make wrongful use of the name of the LORD your God, for the LORD will not 

acquit anyone who misuses his name. 

  8 “Remember the Sabbath day and keep it holy. 9 Six days you shall labor and do all your 

work. 

  12 “Honor your father and your mother, so that your days may be long in the land that the 

LORD your God is giving you. 

  13 “You shall not murder. 

  14 “You shall not commit adultery. 

  15 “You shall not steal. 

  16 “You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. 

  17 “You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, male 

or female slave, ox, donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor.” 

  18 When all the people witnessed the thunder and lightning, the sound of the trumpet, and the 

mountain smoking, they were afraid and trembled and stood at a distance 19 and said to Moses, 

“You speak to us, and we will listen, but do not let God speak to us, lest we die.” 20 Moses said 

to the people, “Do not be afraid, for God has come only to test you and to put the fear of him 

upon you so that you do not sin.” 

 

The word of the Lord.  

Thanks be to God. 
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SECOND READING: PHILIPPIANS 3:4b, 7-14 (CEB) 

Paul reviews some of his supposed credentials, which no longer have any bearing in 

comparison to the right relationship he has been given through the death of Christ. The power 

of Christ’s resurrection motivates him to press on toward the ultimate goal, eternal life with 

Christ. 

 

A reading from Philippians: 

 

[Paul writes:] If anyone else has reason to put their confidence in physical advantages, I have 

even more... 
7 These things were my assets, but I wrote them off as a loss for the sake of Christ. 8 But even 

beyond that, I consider everything a loss in comparison with the superior value of knowing 

Christ Jesus my Lord. I have lost everything for him, but what I lost I think of as sewer trash, so 

that I might gain Christ 9 and be found in him. In Christ I have a righteousness that is not my 

own and that does not come from the Law but rather from the faithfulness of Christ. It is the 

righteousness of God that is based on faith. 10 The righteousness that I have comes from 

knowing Christ, the power of his resurrection, and the participation in his sufferings. It includes 

being conformed to his death 11 so that I may perhaps reach the goal of the resurrection of the 

dead. 
12 It’s not that I have already reached this goal or have already been perfected, but I pursue it, so 

that I may grab hold of it because Christ grabbed hold of me for just this purpose. 13 Brothers 

and sisters, I myself don’t think I’ve reached it, but I do this one thing: I forget about the things 

behind me and reach out for the things ahead of me. 14 The goal I pursue is the prize of God’s 

upward call in Christ Jesus. 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW 172) 
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*GOSPEL READING: Matthew 21:33-46 

Jesus tells a parable to the religious leaders who are plotting his death, revealing that their 

plans will, ironically, bring about the fulfillment of scripture. 

 

The holy gospel according to Matthew.  

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

[Jesus said:] 33 “Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who planted a vineyard, put a 

fence around it, dug a winepress in it, and built a watchtower. Then he leased it to tenants and 

went away. 34 When the harvest time had come, he sent his slaves to the tenants to collect his 

produce. 35 But the tenants seized his slaves and beat one, killed another, and stoned another. 
36 Again he sent other slaves, more than the first, and they treated them in the same way. 37 Then 

he sent his son to them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.’ 38 But when the tenants saw the son, 

they said to themselves, ‘This is the heir; come, let us kill him and get his inheritance.’ 39 So 

they seized him, threw him out of the vineyard, and killed him. 40 Now when the owner of the 

vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?” 41 They said to him, “He will put those 

wretches to a miserable death and lease the vineyard to other tenants who will give him the 

produce at the harvest time.” 

  42 Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the scriptures:  

 ‘The stone that the builders rejected 

  has become the cornerstone; 

 this was the Lord’s doing, 

  and it is amazing in our eyes’? 
43 “Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a people 

that produces its fruits. 44 The one who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces, and it will 

crush anyone on whom it falls.” 

  45 When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they realized that he was 

speaking about them. 46 They wanted to arrest him, but they feared the crowds, because they 

regarded him as a prophet. 

 

The gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 

 

SERMON 
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*HYMN OF THE DAY If You But Trust in God to Guide You (ELW 769) 

(Blue prayer cards are collected) 

 
 

*APOSTLES’ CREED 

 

Let us confess our faith in the words of the Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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*BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS AND STUFFIES 

All creatures bright and beautiful all creatures great and small 

The Lord God made them all 

All creatures tame and wild all creatures scaly and soft 

The Lord God made them all 

All creatures loud and quiet all creatures finned and winged 

The Lord God made them all 

All creatures wise and wonderful all creatures humble and mild 

The Lord God made them all 

Let us pray... 

 

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  

Seeking the Spirit of God who makes all things new, we pray for the church and the world. 

 (A brief silence.) 

God of every generation, we give thanks for all who have sought to renew and transform your 

holy church. Inspire us to follow their example in our own day. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

God of every creature, bless and protect the earth and all those who dwell within it. We give 

thanks for those who have helped us to see your Spirit in creation. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

God of every tribe and nation, restore peace to the world’s conflict zones, and shelter those who 

live within them. We pray especially for the safety of displaced people and refugees. Hear us, O 

God. Your mercy is great. 
 

God of every comfort, you made us in your own image. Grant healing and relief to all who are 

sick or suffering, especially Geneva, Cherry, Henry, Harry, Sally, Debi, Karen, Nan, Beverly, 

Reed those on our prayer list, all whom we remember aloud or in our hearts and all who suffer 

in any way. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

God of every truth, you draw us nearer to you through your holy word. We give thanks for 

teachers of the faith. Fill their hearts with your Spirit, that they inspire others with your truth. 

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

God of every soul, you are the one who calls us home. We give thanks for all the saints who 

have been restored to perfect unity with you. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

God of all, we pray that you guide us in your will as we lift these prayers to you. We pray for 

the joys and concerns on the hearts of your people gathered together this morning, especially we 

pray for (blue prayer cards are read). God of mercy, trusting in your promise of life, we entrust 

those we have named, what we have forgotten in this time, and whatever else you see that we 

need into your keeping. We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen.  
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PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

Let us share the peace of Christ with one another. 

 

You are invited to turn to those around you and offer a word of peace. We suggest a 

handshake and saying, “Peace be with you.” You are also welcome to offer another gesture of 

peace (wave, fist-bump, smile, etc.). Hand sanitizer is available in each pew. 

 

MEAL 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ 
 

COLLECTION OF THE OFFERING  

You are invited to share a gift to support the ministries of this congregation during the 

following song. Envelopes are available in the pews if you prefer. Ongoing prayer requests, 

connection cards, and communion records are also collected in the offering plates. 
 

HYMN DURING THE COLLECTION OF THE OFFERING  

There in God’s Garden (ELW 342) 
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*OFFERTORY Let the Vineyards (ELW 182) 

 
 

*OFFERING PRAYER 

God of creation, you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly. All blessings are from 

you; make us generous with what we have. Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts in 

service to you and in love to our neighbors, today and always. Amen. 

 

*GREAT THANKSGIVING 

We gather at this table...  
 

The Lord be with you.  

And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts.  

We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

How can we not give thanks and praise? ... 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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But sometimes we forget...  

  

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

So we pray... 

 

...joining our voices with the cloud of witnesses with whom we approach the table of grace 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  

Amen 

 

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

The gifts of creation for God’s beloved creatures. Come and share. This meal is for you.  

Thanks be to God! 

 

Through this meal, we know forgiveness, life, and salvation as the blessings of God’s 

sacramental grace. In response to Jesus’ invitation, all baptized individuals are welcome 

to come forward and experience the real presence of Christ in the bread and wine. Those 

who do not receive the bread and wine are invited to come forward for a blessing. 

Grape juice and gluten free wafers are available upon request. Communion may also be 

brought back to the pews for those who are unable to come forward. 

 

  



15 
 

COMMUNION SONG Lamb of God (ELW 198) 

 
 

COMMUNION HYMN My Song Is Love Unknown (ELW 343) 
 

1 My song is love unknown, 

 my Savior's love to me, 

 love to the loveless shown 

 that they might lovely be. 

 Oh, who am I that for my sake 

 my Lord should take frail flesh and die? 

 

2 He came from his blest throne 

 salvation to bestow; 

 the world that was his own  

 would not its Savior know. 

 But, oh, my friend, my friend indeed, 

 who at my need his life did spend! 

 

3 Sometimes we strew his way 

 and his sweet praises sing; 

 resounding all the day 

 hosannas to our king. 

 Then "Crucify!" is all our breath, 

 and for his death we thirst and cry. 

 

4 We cry out; we will have 

 our dear Lord made away, 

 a murderer to save, 

 the prince of life to slay. 

 Yet cheerful he to suff'ring goes 

 that he his foes from thence might free. 

 

5 In life no house, no home 

 my Lord on earth might have; 

 in death no friendly tomb 

 but what a stranger gave. 

 What may I say? Heav'n was his home 

 but mine the tomb wherein he lay. 

 

6 Here might I stay and sing— 

 no story so divine! 

 Never was love, dear King, 

 never was grief like thine. 

 This is my friend, in whose sweet praise 

 I all my days could gladly spend! 
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COMMUNION HYMN Jesus Loves Me (ELW 595) 

 

 
 

*POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and preserve you in grace.  

Amen 

 

*POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

Sustaining God, with your bread and cup, you nourish us with mercy and abundant life. 

By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world. Make us living signs of your 

liberation, healing, and love, following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray. 

Amen. 

 

SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
 

*BLESSING 

May Creator God root you deep in grace, 

Creating God stand with you in strength and shine through you with grace and mercy,  

Creative God nourish you and sustain you in hope, 

May God the three-in-one, one-in-three,  

of whom, through whom, and in whom we have our being, 

bless you now and always. Amen.  
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*SENDING SONG Thine the Amen (ELW 826) 

 
 

 

DISMISSAL 

Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace. 

Thanks be to God. 
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Assisting in worship today:   
Assisting Minister: Casey S 

Young Reader: Josie W 

Acolyte: Abby C 

Offering: Josie W and Ella N 

 

Notes for the day’s texts: 
God has showered humanity with gifts and blessings, but humanity continues to abuse those gifts. We 

have been entrusted with a creation to care for, and in our shortsightedness we abuse and pollute the 

earth, even bringing about the extinction of entire species. We have been given the ability to create so 

many wonderful things, and even this gift we abuse as we gather and keep as much as we can for 

ourselves. 

Even if you can think of all the ways you have not turned from God and all the ways you have been 

faithful, it does no good. As Paul reminds us in the reading from Philippians, “Yet whatever gains I 

had, these I have come to regard as loss because of Christ” (Phil. 3:7). Even all of Paul’s good and 

faithful acts add up to nothing. For Paul, and for us, all that matters is Jesus. 

As Christ himself reminds us, he is our rock, our cornerstone. Jesus is the foundation for our faith and 

the foundation for our lives. Even as we turn from Jesus, even as we reject Jesus, he returns to us with 

love and forgiveness. This is the grace of God, the love of God coming into our world and into our 

lives. To our joy we discover the open arms of Jesus on the cross, bringing life into this world even 

where there is death; bringing hope where there is despair; and bringing resurrection to all creation. 

 

Today’s Music 
How Clear Is Our Vocation, Lord. Text: Fred Pratt Green, 1903–2000, Music: C. Hubert H. Parry, 1848–1918. Hope Publishing Company 

(ASCAP) / Public Domain.  

If You But Trust in God to Guide You. Text: Georg Neumark, 1621-1681; tr. Composite, Music: Georg Neumark. Augsburg Fortress / Public 

Domain.  

There in God’s Garden. Text: Király Imre von Pécselyi, c. 1590–c. 1641; tr. Erik Routley, 1917–1982, Music: K. Lee Scott, b. 1950. Hinshaw 

Music, Inc. / MorningStar Music Publishers. 

My Song Is Love Unknown. Text: Samuel Crossman, 1624–1683, alt., Music: John Ireland, 1879–1962.  Public Domain. 

Jesus Loves Me. Text: Anna B. Warner, 1820–1915, alt., Music: William B. Bradbury, 1816–1868. Public Domain. 

Thine the Amen. Text: Herbert F. Brokering, 1926-2009, Music: Carl F. Schalk, 1929-2021. Augsburg Fortress. 

Liturgy words and music taken from SundaysandSeasons.com Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted with 

permission. Reprinted under One License - A-724822 and CCLI.  

 

Next Week’s Readings 

Exodus 32:1-14 The Israelites forge a golden calf 

Psalm 106:1-6, 19-23 Remember, O Lord, the favor you have for your people. (Ps. 106:4) 

Philippians 4:1-9 Rejoice in the Lord always 

Matthew 22:1-14 The parable of the unwelcome guest at the wedding feast 


