“Now as [Jesus and his disciples] went on their way, he entered a certain
village, where a woman named Martha welcomed him into her home. She had
a sister named Mary, who sat at the Lord’s feet and listened to what he was
saying.”
~Luke 10:38-39
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We are delighted to have you worship with us this morning!
Know that you are welcome here just as you are
If you are looking for a church to call home, why not consider making this one your own? If this
is your first time visiting us, please fill out the visitor information card stapled to your bulletin.
Everything you need to follow worship can be found in this bulletin. As you are comfortable,
please rise when there is an * and join in the congregational responses, noted in bold.
All songs are marked with numbers. The red book in the pew has all the songs. Look for the
large number in the upper corner of the page to find the correct song.
During the time of Peace, you are invited to turn to those around you and offer a word of peace.
We suggest a handshake and saying, “Peace be with you.” You are also welcomed to offer
another gesture of peace (wave, fist-bump, smile, etc.). Hand sanitizer is available in each pew.
At the time of Offering, you are invited to share a gift as you are comfortable. You may also
place any prayer requests for the pastor in the offering plates.
PRELUDE
*GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
Today we come to sit at the feet of Jesus, to rest in God’s abiding presence,
and to pray for God’s message to enter our hearts.
*GATHERING SONG Stay with Me (ELW 348)
Sing 4 times
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*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose steadfast love endures forever.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.
Merciful God,
we confess that we have not followed your path
but have chosen our own way.
Instead of putting others before ourselves,
we long to take the best seats at the table.
When met by those in need,
we have too often passed by on the other side.
Set us again on the path of life.
Save us from our selfish ambitions
and free us to love our neighbors.
Amen.
*KYRIE

Hear the good news!
God does not deal with us according to our sins
but delights in granting pardon and mercy.
In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.
You have been freed to love as God loves.
Amen.
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*DOXOLOGY

*PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
Eternal God, you draw near to us in Christ, and you make yourself our guest. Amid the
cares of our lives, make us attentive to your presence, that we may treasure your word
above all else, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
FIRST READING: Genesis 18:1-10a
A reading from Genesis
1
The LORD appeared to Abraham by the oaks of Mamre, as he sat at the entrance of his tent in
the heat of the day. 2He looked up and saw three men standing near him. When he saw them, he
ran from the tent entrance to meet them, and bowed down to the ground. 3He said, “My lord, if I
find favor with you, do not pass by your servant. 4Let a little water be brought, and wash your
feet, and rest yourselves under the tree. 5Let me bring a little bread, that you may refresh
yourselves, and after that you may pass on—since you have come to your servant.” So they
said, “Do as you have said.” 6And Abraham hastened into the tent to Sarah, and said, “Make
ready quickly three measures of choice flour, knead it, and make cakes.” 7Abraham ran to the
herd, and took a calf, tender and good, and gave it to the servant, who hastened to prepare
it. 8Then he took curds and milk and the calf that he had prepared, and set it before them; and he
stood by them under the tree while they ate.
9
They said to him, “Where is your wife Sarah?” And he said, “There, in the tent.” 10aThen one
said, “I will surely return to you in due season, and your wife Sarah shall have a son.”
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

4

PSALM: Psalm 15

1. Lord, who may dwell within your house
Or on your holy hill?
Those who do good and speak the truth,
Whose lives are blameless still,

3. Who do no wrong, but keep their word
And seek no bribe or gain;
All those who do such things shall live
And safe from harm remain.

2. Who have no guile upon their tongues
Nor harm their neighbor’s life,
But honor those who fear the Lord
And turn away from strife,
SECOND READING: Colossians 1:15-28

A reading from Colossians
15
[Christ Jesus] is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation;16for in him all
things in heaven and on earth were created, things visible and invisible, whether thrones or
dominions or rulers or powers—all things have been created through him and for him. 17He
himself is before all things, and in him all things hold together. 18He is the head of the body, the
church; he is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that he might come to have first
place in everything. 19For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 20and through him
God was pleased to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, by making
peace through the blood of his cross.
21
And you who were once estranged and hostile in mind, doing evil deeds, 22he has now
reconciled in his fleshly body through death, so as to present you holy and blameless and
irreproachable before him—23provided that you continue securely established and steadfast in
the faith, without shifting from the hope promised by the gospel that you heard, which has been
proclaimed to every creature under heaven. I, Paul, became a servant of this gospel.
24
I am now rejoicing in my sufferings for your sake, and in my flesh I am completing what is
lacking in Christ’s afflictions for the sake of his body, that is, the church. 25I became its servant
according to God’s commission that was given to me for you, to make the word of God fully
known, 26the mystery that has been hidden throughout the ages and generations but has now
been revealed to his saints. 27To them God chose to make known how great among the Gentiles
are the riches of the glory of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. 28It is he
whom we proclaim, warning everyone and teaching everyone in all wisdom, so that we may
present everyone mature in Christ.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION For All the Faithful Women (ELW 419) verse 1

*GOSPEL READING: Luke 10:38-42
The holy gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.
38

Now as [Jesus and his disciples] went on their way, he entered a certain village, where a
woman named Martha welcomed him into her home. 39She had a sister named Mary, who sat at
the Lord’s feet and listened to what he was saying. 40But Martha was distracted by her many
tasks; so she came to him and asked, “Lord, do you not care that my sister has left me to do all
the work by myself? Tell her then to help me.” 41But the Lord answered her, “Martha, Martha,
you are worried and distracted by many things; 42there is need of only one thing. Mary has
chosen the better part, which will not be taken away from her.”
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
For All the Faithful Women (ELW 419) verse 7

CHILDREN’S SERMON
SERMON
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*HYMN OF THE DAY Come and Fill Our Hearts (ELW 528)
Sing 4 times

*APOSTLE’S CREED
With the whole church, let us confess our faith.
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
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*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
United in Christ and guided by the Spirit, we pray for the church, the creation, and all in need.
A brief silence.
Ever-present God, in Christ you fill all things. As your church gathers to hear your word, share
your meal, and receive your blessing, teach us to welcome strangers as we have been welcomed
by you. Inspire this worshiping community to abide fully in your word as we sit at the feet of
Jesus. God of grace,
Sung response: Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying (ELW 752)

Through Christ you created all things, visible and invisible. Teach humankind to honor and
protect all creation, including living things that remain hidden from our eyes such as air,
atmosphere, molecules, and microscopic creatures. Help us to reach a spirit of reconciliation,
especially those in power so that there might be an end to enslavement, dehumanization, or
brutality of any kind. God of grace,
Sung Response: Lord, listen to your children praying, Lord, send your Spirit in this place;
Lord, listen to your children praying, send us love, send us pow’r, send us grace.
Through Christ you bring peace. We give thanks for the saints you have gathered at your table.
Gather us with them in your eternal glory, and assure all who are worried and distracted your
constant presence. Soothe those suffering in mind, body, or spirit. Sustain all who are afflicted
and those who serve as caregivers especially Jeff, Bob, Katie, Marcia, Geneva, Cherry, Winnie,
Chuck, Henry, Harry, Roy, Pastor Storm, Karen, Ellen, Ruth, Sally, Ruth Ann, and Denise,
those on our prayer list, and all whom we remember aloud or in our hearts. God of grace,
Sung Response: Lord, listen to your children praying, Lord, send your Spirit in this place;
Lord, listen to your children praying, send us love, send us pow’r, send us grace.
God of every time and place, in Jesus’ name and filled with your Holy Spirit, we entrust these
spoken prayers and those in our hearts into your holy keeping.
Amen.
*PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
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OFFERING
OFFERTORY HYMN Take, Oh, Take Me As I Am (ELW 814)
Sing 5 times, rise on final time

*OFFERING PRAYER
God of abundance:
you have set before us a plentiful harvest.
As we feast on your goodness,
strengthen us to labor in your field,
and equip us to bear fruit for the good of all,
in the name of Jesus.
Amen.
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*GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ;
who on this day overcame death and the grave,
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension,
we await his coming in glory.
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord,
and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food,
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord;
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be all honor and glory, now and forever.
Amen.
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray:
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen
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*INVITATION TO COMMUNION
All who are hungry, all who thirst, come and find fullness and peace at the table.
Through this meal, we know forgiveness, life, and salvation as the blessings of God’s
sacramental grace. In response to Jesus’ invitation, all are welcome to come forward and
experience the real presence of Christ in the bread and wine. Those who do not receive the
bread and wine are invited to come forward for a blessing.
Grape juice and gluten free wafers are available upon request. Communion may also be
brought back to the pews for those who are unable to come forward.
COMMUNION SONG Lamb of God

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION
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COMMUNION HYMN Here Is Bread (ELW 483)
COMMUNION HYMN In the Singing (ELW 466)

*POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
Let us pray.
Life-giving God,
through this meal you have bandaged our wounds
and fed us with your mercy.
Now send us forth to live for others,
both friend and stranger,
that all may come to know your love.
This we pray in the name of Jesus.
Amen.
*BLESSING
The God of peace,
Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit,
bless you, comfort you,
and show you the path of life
this day and always.
Amen.
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*SENDING SONG Hallelujah! We Sing Your Praises (ELW 535)

*DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Love your neighbor.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE
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The flowers on the altar today are from Reed & Kim Richards in honor of World Day for
International Justice, World Emoji Day, and National Ice Cream Day.
Assisting in worship today:
Assisting Minister: Kelly Greb
Acolyte: Ava Niklewicz
Ushers:
Offering: Olivia & Nick Claus

Assisting in worship 7/17:
Assisting Minister: Kelly Greb
Acolyte: Nick Claus
Ushers:
Offering: Emma & Ella Niklewicz

Attendance last week: 50 + 6 zoom
Notes for the day’s texts:
Perhaps the church, at its best, is “all ears.” God urges the faithful, again and again, to “listen
up!”—to heed the word that gives life. So it was with Abraham and Sarah, Mary and Martha,
and the early church at Colossae. So it is today as we join the assembly to hear the word of God,
the word of life. As digital tablets and smart phones keep us busy and on the go, today’s gospel
reminds us of a struggle: when are we to set aside our busy calendars, duties, and to-do lists and
simply rest in God’s presence, listening to what God has to say to us? This tension mounts in
our gospel as Jesus addresses Martha’s busyness, worry, and distraction, juxtaposed with
Mary’s contemplation, focus, and desire to sit at the feet of the great teacher. But is “quietly
sitting” even possible in our age of distractions? Perhaps we can find helpful advice in our first
reading, as Abraham rests in the heat of the day. In that time of rest, he was ready to receive the
three guests who came bearing the news that Sarah would have a son, fulfilling God’s promise
given years earlier. With the heat keeping him from moving on to other things, the guests had
Abraham’s undivided attention.
Today’s Music
Come and Fill Our Hearts. Text: Psalm 136:1 (Latin); Taizé Community
Music: Jacques Berthier, 1923–1994. GIA Publications, Inc.
Stay with Me. Text: Taizé Community Music: Jacques Berthier, 1923–1994.
GIA Publications, Inc.
Doxology (Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow). Text: Thomas Ken, 1637-1711. Public Domain.
Psalm 25. Text: The New Metrical Psalter, Christopher L. Webber, © 2008. Music: The Sacred Harp,
Philadelphia, 1844. Public Domain.
Take, Oh, Take Me As I Am. Text: John L. Bell, b. 1949 Music: John L. Bell. GIA Publications, Inc.
Here Is Bread. Text: Graham Kendrick, b. 1950 Music: Graham Kendrick. Make Way Music.
In the Singing. Text: Shirley Erena Murray, b. 1931 Music: Carlton R. Young, b. 1926.
Hope Publishing Company (ASCAP).
Hallelujah! We Sing Your Praises. Text: South African; tr. Freedom Is Coming, 1984
Music: South African; arr. Freedom Is Coming. Walton Music.
Lord, listen to Your Children Praying. Text: Ken Medema, b. 1943 Music: Ken Medema. Hope Publishing
Company (ASCAP)
Liturgy words and music taken from SundaysandSeasons.com Copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights
reserved. Reprinted with permission.
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