“18Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the
unrighteous, in order to bring you to God.”
1 Peter18
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We welcome you to St. John Lutheran Church. We are delighted to have you worship with us
this morning. Should you have no permanent church-home in this community, why not consider
making this one your own? Most elements of our service can be found in the bulletin. Hymnals
with the songs we will be singing are available in the front of the sanctuary. For Covid-19
safety, please take one from the side of the church with the baptismal font and return it to the
pulpit side following worship. Those who are able, please rise when there is an *,
congregational responses are in bold. In order to participate fully in worship you are
encouraged to softly sing behind your mask the hymns and liturgical music. Please place
your offering and attendance cards in the baskets by the doors.
HOLY COMMUNION
1 Sunday in Lent – February 21, 2021
On Ash Wednesday the church began its journey toward baptismal immersion in the death and
resurrection of Christ. This year, the Sundays in Lent lead us to focus on five covenants God
makes in the Hebrew Scriptures and to use them as lenses through which to view baptism. First
Peter connects the way God saved Noah’s family in the flood with the way God saves us
through the water of baptism. The baptismal covenant is made with us individually, but the new
life we are given in baptism is for the sake of the whole world.
st

PRELUDE: The King of Love – Hugh S. Livingston, Jr.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
the keeper of the covenant,
the source of steadfast love,
our rock and our redeemer.
Amen.
God hears us when we cry, and draws us close in Jesus Christ.
Let us return to the one who is full of compassion.
Silence is kept for reflection.
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Fountain of living water,
pour out your mercy over us.
Our sin is heavy, and we long to be free.
Rebuild what we have ruined
and mend what we have torn.
Wash us in your cleansing flood.
Make us alive in the Spirit
to follow in the way of Jesus,
as healers and restorers of the world you so love.
Amen.
Beloved, God’s word never fails.
The promise rests on grace:
by the saving love of Jesus Christ,
the wisdom and power of God,
your sins are ☩ forgiven, and God remembers them no more.
Journey in the way of Jesus.
Amen.
*GATHERINGHYMN #319 – O Lord, Throughout These Forty Days (vs. 1 & 4)
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*GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
*KYRIE

4

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.
*PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
Holy God, heavenly Father, in the waters of the flood you saved the chosen, and in the
wilderness of temptation you protected your Son from sin. Renew us in the gift of baptism.
May your holy angels be with us, that the wicked foe may have no power over us, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever. Amen.
CHILDREN’S SONG – Love Will Never End
CHILDREN’S SERMON
FIRST READING: Genesis 9:8-17
A reading from Genesis
Today’s reading is the conclusion to the flood story. Because of human sin, God destroys the
earth by flood, saving only Noah, his family, and the animals on the ark. Yet divine destruction
gives way to divine commitment. As in the first creation, God blesses humanity and establishes
a covenant with all creatures.
8
God said to Noah and to his sons with him, 9“As for me, I am establishing my covenant with
you and your descendants after you, 10and with every living creature that is with you, the birds,
the domestic animals, and every animal of the earth with you, as many as came out of the ark.
11
I establish my covenant with you, that never again shall all flesh be cut off by the waters of a
flood, and never again shall there be a flood to destroy the earth.” 12God said, “This is the sign
of the covenant that I make between me and you and every living creature that is with you, for
all future generations: 13I have set my bow in the clouds, and it shall be a sign of the covenant
between me and the earth. 14When I bring clouds over the earth and the bow is seen in the
clouds, 15I will remember my covenant that is between me and you and every living creature of
all flesh; and the waters shall never again become a flood to destroy all flesh. 16When the bow is
in the clouds, I will see it and remember the everlasting covenant between God and every living
creature of all flesh that is on the earth.” 17God said to Noah, “This is the sign of the covenant
that I have established between me and all flesh that is on the earth.”
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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PSALM 25 Read responsively.
1
To | you, O LORD,
I lift | up my soul.
2
My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be | put to shame,
nor let my enemies triumph | over me.
3
Let none who look to you be | put to shame;
rather let those be put to shame | who are treacherous.
4
Show me your | ways, O LORD,
and teach | me your paths. R
5
Lead me in your | truth and teach me,
for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I trusted all | the day long.
6
Remember, O LORD, your compas- | sion and love,
for they are from | everlasting.
7
Remember not the sins of my youth and | my transgressions;
remember me according to your steadfast love and for the sake of your good- | ness,
O LORD.
8
You are gracious and up- | right, O LORD;
therefore you teach sinners | in your way. R
9
You lead the low- | ly in justice
and teach the low- | ly your way.
10
All your paths, O LORD, are steadfast | love and faithfulness
to those who keep your covenant and your | testimonies. R
SECOND READING: 1 Peter 3:18-22
A reading from 1 Peter.
As God acted through Christ’s suffering and death to bring us to God, so God acts through
baptism to save us from a sinful existence. This spiritual cleansing marks our new life in Christ.
18
Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, in order to bring
you to God. He was put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit, 19in which also he
went and made a proclamation to the spirits in prison, 20who in former times did not obey, when
God waited patiently in the days of Noah, during the building of the ark, in which a few, that is,
eight persons, were saved through water. 21And baptism, which this prefigured, now saves
you—not as a removal of dirt from the body, but as an appeal to God for a good conscience,
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of
God, with angels, authorities, and powers made subject to him.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

GOSPEL READING: Mark 1:9-15
The Holy Gospel according to Mark.
Glory to you O Lord.
The Spirit that comes upon Jesus at his baptism sustains him when he is tested by Satan so that
he might proclaim the good news of God’s reign.
9
In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan.
10
And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit
descending like a dove on him. 11And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the
Beloved; with you I am well pleased.”
12
And the Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. 13He was in the wilderness
forty days, tempted by Satan; and he was with the wild beasts; and the angels waited on him.
14
Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God,
15
and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and believe
in the good news.”
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON

7

*HYMN OF THE DAY #613 – Thy Holy Wings (vs. 1 & 3)

*NICENE CREED
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
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On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,*
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Relying on the promises of God, we pray boldly for the church, the world, and all in need.
In Jesus your realm has come near to us in every place and time. Give your church throughout
the world a spirit of humility and repentance; teach us to trust always in the good news of your
salvation. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
You have made a covenant of mercy with every living creature. Protect all the earth’s creatures
from destruction. Empower the work of biologists, conservationists, and science educators.
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
All your paths are steadfast love and faithfulness. Direct the words and actions of leaders in our
community and throughout the world, that they may maintain justice for the lowly.
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
Even in the wilderness you are with us. Walk alongside migrants and refugees crossing
dangerous lands. Tend to those whose lives feel desolate. Give healing and strength to all who
suffer, especially Zach, Geneva, Cherry, Bob, Winnie, Sally, Chuck, Henry, Harry, Roy, Ruth,
Pastor Storm, Bill, Karen, and Ellen, for those on our prayer list, and all whom we remember
aloud or in our hearts. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
In the covenant of baptism you claim us as beloved children. Nurture us in our baptismal
identity and teach us to live within it for the sake of others. Strengthen this congregation’s
ministries of care and concern. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
In baptism you join us to the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. We praise you for all those
who have died trusting in your faithfulness. Bring us with them to the fullness of your reign.
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
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We entrust ourselves and all our prayers to you, O faithful God, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
*PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.
*OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray.
Faithful God,
you walk beside us in desert places,
and you meet us in our hunger with bread from heaven.
Accompany us in this meal,
that we may pass over from death to life
with Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
*GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
*PREFACE
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.
You call your people to cleanse their hearts
and prepare with joy for the paschal feast,
that, renewed in the gift of baptism,
we may come to the fullness of your grace.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
Blessed are you, O God of the universe.
Your mercy is everlasting
and your faithfulness endures from age to age.
Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth.
Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood.
Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea.
Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness
to the land of milk and honey.
Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one.
Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ.
Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
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With this bread and cup
we remember our Lord's passover from death to life

as we proclaim the mystery of faith:
O God of resurrection and new life:
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us
and on these gifts of bread and wine.
Bless this feast.
Grace our table with your presence.
Come, Holy Spirit.
Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread.
Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world.
Breathe new life into us.
Send us forth,
burning with justice, peace, and love.
Come, Holy Spirit.
With your holy ones of all times and places,
with the earth and all its creatures,
with sun and moon and stars,
we praise you, O God,
blessed and holy Trinity,
now and forever.
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*LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray,

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Jesus draws the whole world to himself.
Come to this meal and be fed.
In response to Jesus’ invitation, all are welcome to come forward and experience the real
presence of Christ in the bread and wine of communion. Through this meal, we know
forgiveness, life and salvation as the blessings of God’s sacramental grace. Come forward by
family to receive the elements, please keep your masks on and maintain at least six feet distance
from those ahead of you. Gluten free wafers are available.
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COMMUNION SONG: Lamb of God

COMMUNION
The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.
Amen.
*POST-COMMUNION BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in grace.
Amen.
*POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
Let us pray.
God of steadfast love,
at this table you gather your people
into one body for the sake of the world.
Send us in the power of your Spirit,
that our lives bear witness to the love that has made us new
in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
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SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
*BLESSING
You are what God made you to be:
created in Christ Jesus for good works,
chosen as holy and beloved,
freed to serve your neighbor.
God bless you ☩ that you may be a blessing,
in the name of the holy and life-giving Trinity.
Amen.
*SENDING SONG #325 – I Want Jesus to Walk With Me (All)

*DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Share the good news.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE: Amazing Grace – Edward Broughton
_____________________________________________________________________________
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