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Mission
Statement

St. Johnis a
living witness
to the love of
God as shown
in Jesus
Christ.

We gather
faithfully in
God’s name
to worship
and praise
God; and we
go forth in
peace to
share the
Good News
and to serve
the world
around us.

St. John Lutheran Church

St. John Lutheran Church
PO Box 411
420 Beaver Street

Web site: www.stjohnchurchmars.org
Church Office:(724) 625-1830
Office email: office@stjohnchurchmars.org
Mars, PA 16046 Pastor Katie’s email: pastorkmcneal@gmail.com
Office Hours MWF, 8a-1p Pastor’s Cell #: 412-407-3166

Please call to ensure availability before coming to the office.

Throughout Lent, | am participating in a sourdough group. (Almost)
Every day in Lent (so far), | have carefully fed and tended my starter. |
have baked a few loaves of bread. And | have asked a lot of questions!
In the Facebook group and on the weekly webinars, there have been a
few refrains throughout this process that have continued to buoy me as |
practice making sourdough bread.

e There is grace here.

e Failure happens, learn and try again.

e No question is too small or strange

These refrains have not only helped me stick with my sourdough-
journey but have invited me to reflect on what bread baking has to teach
me about God, ministry, and the church community and the ways these
refrains can carry us through our baptismal journeys.

There is grace here. God’s grace is abundant and all-sufficient. It
never runs out. God’s grace wraps us in love and frees us to love God
with all our heart, soul, and mind, and love our neighbors as ourselves.

Failure happens, learn and try again. We are human. We make
mistakes. We fall short of God’s call in our lives and in our community.
We miss the mark on sharing the good news of Jesus Christ in our words
and deeds. But each time we fail, we confess our failings, our sin to God,
and we hear a word of forgiveness and an invitation to grow and learn
and try again.

No question is too small or strange. Faith is tricky and sometimes
confusing. Discipleship invites curiosity as we seek to follow Jesus. Bible
stories are interconnected with thousands of years of story, history, and
culture. And the church seems to have its own language that we don’t
use anywhere else. Questions demand to be asked. Whether you are
brand new to faith and the church or you’ve been surrounded by it your
whole life, questions abound. And there is no question that is too small or
strange to ask as we learn together what it means to be a Christian today.

This Easter season, we will hear from voices of faith in Scripture.
Each week of readings will bring us the witness of someone different as
they offer their unique insight in seeking and encountering the risen
Christ. And just as these refrains have emboldened me to continue my
sourdough journey, we will hear these refrains throughout the season of
Easter in each of the stories of these early withesses. And hopefully they
will embolden us in our baptismal journeys as we explore for ourselves
our own insights and experiences in seeking and encountering the risen
Christ.

Peace,
Pastor Katie
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Find Us on Social Media
Like us on Facebook (@stjohnchurchmars) or Follow us on Instagram (@stjohnchurchmars)

Online Sunday Worship
Join Zoom for service: https://zoom.us/j/5663185411 Meeting ID: 566 318 5411 PW: Luther
Available on our YouTubeChannel: https://www.youtube.com/@ St.JohnLutheranChurch-2

Worship Notes

Young Worship Leaders
We love having our young worshippers helping with worship leadership! If you are unable to be
present for your scheduled service, please try to find someone to cover and tell the office of the

change.
. : Young
Acolyte Offering Offering Reader
6-April Abby C Ava N Ella N
13-April Anna K Lydia M Eva K
20-April Jules K Abby C Cate S Abby C
27-April Cate S Anna K Nathan K
4-Ma YOUTH LED YOUTH LED YOUTH LED
y WORSHIP WORSHIP WORSHIP
Adult Worship Leaders
Greeters Usher As_5|_stant Bread Baker Counters
Minister
. . . Denise H
6-April VOLUNTEER  VOLUNTEER Denise H Denise H Ruth Ann T
. . First Denise H
13-April VOLUNTEER  VOLUNTEER Denise H Communion Ruth Ann T
. . . Denise H
20-April VOLUNTEER  VOLUNTEER Denise H Denise H
Ruth Ann T
. . First Denise H
27-April VOLUNTEER  VOLUNTEER Denise H Communion Ruth Ann T
4-Ma YOUTH LED YOUTHLED YOUTHLED YOUTH LED Erin W
y WORSHIP WORSHIP WORSHIP WORSHIP John T

Sign up to volunteer for an open slot using the sign-up sheets in the greeting area
or at https://signup.com/go/JPakfVA

Children’s Bulletins

There is a lot that happens in a worship service! It can be hard for our young worshipers to keep track
of everything. To help them follow along every element of the worship service using age-
appropriate language and activities, we have children’s bulletins that teach children about the full
liturgy. There are stickers to go along with each level of reader. Our visually inclined young
worshipers are invited to make shapes out of pipe cleaners following the prompts in the bulletins. Our
students who are still learning to read are invited to practice finding and writing sight words. And our
young readers are offered opportunities to learn more about each element of worship with notes
explaining what to do for our newest acolytes. Grab a bulletin for your young worshiper in the
Greeting Area next Sunday!
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Worship Notes (continued)
Celebration of First Communion
The sacrament of the Lord’s Supper is a powerful moment in the life of a Christian. In this simple
meal is a declaration of grace and forgiveness and a rich story of God’s presence throughout the
ages. This year we will have celebrations of first communion on Palm Sunday, April 13™" and on the
second Sunday of Easter, April 27t". Come and support our young people as they partake in the
sacrament of the Lord’s Supper, having learned what makes bread and wine/juice such powerful
elements in this sacred meal, having heard the stories included in the celebration of the eucharist,
and having explored what this sacrament means to us as Lutherans.

Lenten Worship and Study Schedule
Lent is a time for us, as Christians, to take extra time in prayer, devotion, and/or worship. We begin
the season with ashes, remembering our humanity and mortality. Then, as we journey to the death
and resurrection of Jesus, we reflect on our faith and strive to deepen our connection with God
and grow in our faith lives as disciples. This year, we have multiple ways for people to connect
with their faith lives each week. On Sundays we will have a traditional Bible study exploring the book
of 1 Corinthians as we ask what it means to be a follower of Jesus as people new to the faith and
people wanting to grow in faith. On Wednesdays we will have an integrated time of worship, dinner,
and faith exploration as we Meet Jesus at the Table at Dinner Church. There will be a community
luncheon and reflection series on Fridays in Lent as well.

Wednesday Schedule Sunday Schedule
6:30 pm — Dinner Church 9:00 am — Worship with Communion
10:15 am — Sunday School for all ages
6:30 pm Bible Study

Friday Schedule
12:00 pm — Community Lunch with Lenten speaker series
April 4 at St John Lutheran
April 11 at Penn Mar Apartments
April 18 at Mars United Presbyterian with Good Friday worship to follow

Holy Week Worship Schedule
+ Palm Sunday — Sunday, April 13, 9:00 am
+ Maundy Thursday — Thursday, April 17, 7:00 pm
+ Good Friday — Friday, April 18
Community Service with lunch at Mars United Presbyterian, after lunch
Kids Cross Walk, 3:00-5:00 pm
Stations of the Cross Tableaux, 5:30 pm
Community Dinner, 6:15 pm
Tenebrae service at St. John, 7:00 pm
+ Easter Vigil — Saturday, April 19, 7:00 pm
+ Easter Day — Sunday, April 20
Community Sunrise Service (Adams Township Park), 6:30 am
Easter Sunday Celebration at St John, 9:00 am




Worship Notes (continued)
Holy Week in Detail
Palm/Passion Sunday Worship: 9:00 am
Holy Week begins with celebration as we wave palm branches with Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem. But
we quickly become somber as we recall Jesus’ suffering, death, and burial, preparing ourselves for
the slower pace of the rest of the services during Holy Week.

Maundy Thursday Worship: 7:00 pm
This service brings us to the table where Jesus ate his last supper with his friends. We recall his
shocking act of service as he washed the feet of his friends. We hear his instruction to love one
another. We eat together the bread and wine, remembering the gift of life we are given in these
mundane elements. And we prepare for the pending death of Jesus by stripping the chancel of all
decorations to the words of Psalm 22.

Good Friday Community Lunch and Worship: 12:00 pm
We join with members of the community at Mars United Presbyterian for lunch and worship.

Good Friday Kids Cross Walk: 3:00 pm
We will explore the stories of Holy Week in a family-friendly manner that invites participants to
actively engage in the story as we prepare to celebrate Jesus’ resurrection on Easter morning. This
free, all-ages together Holy Week storytelling event is open to all. Registration is requested at
stiohnchurchmars.org/crosswalk. Register by April 3 for free T-shirts for each participant!

Good Friday Stations of the Cross Tableaux: 5:30 pm
Through frozen scenes of the passion of Jesus, we will dwell in the story of Jesus’ betrayal and
crucifixion, reading the passion according to the gospel of John, offering prayers, and meditating on
the power of Jesus’ willingness to die on a cross. Following the Tableaux, everyone is invited into the
basement for a simple community dinner.

Good Friday Tenebrae Service: 7:00 pm
Tenebrae is an ancient service of light and shadow. We gather in subdued silence before joining our
hearts in prayer. We reflect on the words Jesus spoke from the cross in the different gospels as
candles are slowly extinguished, moving the sanctuary into darkness. A loud noise reminds us of the
closing of the tomb before we remember God’s continuing acts of faithfulness in the face of our
repeated rebellion, praying for God’s continued mercy following the pattern of Psalm 78. We end the
service with a light of hope entering into the space.

Easter Vigil Worship: 7:00 pm
The Easter Vigil opens with strong, evocative language that declares the Easter Vigil as the
culmination of Holy Week and as the center and apex of the baptismal life. We hear the ancient
stories of our faith, proclaim the resurrection of Jesus in word and sign, remember God’s promise at
the font, and share the food and drink of new life. Raised with Christ, we go forth into the world,
prepared to share the good news of the resurrection.

Easter Sunday Sunrise Worship: 6:30 am
As the sun breaks over the horizon, we worship with members of the community in God’s creation,
celebrating the new day and new life that is promised in resurrection.
(Note: Worship is at the Adams Township Park)

Easter Sunday Worship: 9:00 am
Come and hear the good news! Jesus is not in the tomb. He is alive! We sing our praises and
celebrate the joy and life we know in resurrection!


stjohnchurchmars.org/crosswalk

Worship Notes (continued)

Youth-Led Worship — May 4™ (at Mars United Presbyterian)

We love supporting the faith formation and growth of our young people in worship! One way we can
support them in their growth is by giving them leadership opportunities and inviting them to design
and lead worship for us! Our spring Youth-Led Worship will be May 4" at 10:00 am at Mars United
Presbyterian. Please note the different time and location of worship!

Serving Others

St. John Food Pantry
Our little food pantry sees more usage than we sometimes recognize. Within the week prior to writing
the newsletter, we had two individuals visit the pantry who we do not see on a regular basis. One
person had bought extra groceries and stopped at the pantry on her way home to donate goods.
Another person stopped by the pantry to collect items and was grateful for the opportunity to “shop” at
the indoor pantry as well. When people are asked what goods they are most often looking for, they
typically respond with items that are not covered by SNAP benefits (i.e. cleaning products, paper
products, personal hygiene products) or easy to prepare meals.

Harvest Street Mission
We will be serving some of the homeless and food insecure population of Pittsburgh on Sunday, April
13t™. Preparing and packaging of the meals will happen on Saturday, April 12". Sign up to participate
in this ministry in the greeting area

2"9 Quarter Mission Emphasis: Grapevine Center, Inc.

Grapevine Center, Inc. is an independent, non-profit organization based in Butler County that is
consumer-operated and designed to support persons living with mental illnesses, struggling with
homelessness, and reintegrating after recently being released from jail. Like most support groups, it
offers a chance to share problems, advice, and ideas with others who have similar concerns in an
atmosphere of understanding, empathy, confidentiality, and companionship. As an organization, it
helps to secure employment, furniture, clothes, shoes, coats and food for people in need, regardless
of their housing situation. Their building enables them to also offer aid through supplying basic needs
like showers and hot meals as well as telephone and computer support. Grapevine Center also offers
transportation to important appointments, like the social security office, court, and the grocery
store. This organization offers a lifeline to help people stabilize their living situations, get back on their
feet, and reintegrate into the community through learning opportunities, peer mentoring, and offering
support for basic needs such as showers and hot meals. To make an offering to the mission
emphasis, mark your envelope “mission emphasis.”

Faith Formation

Adult Bible Studies
In the Easter season, a new Bible study series will begin after a week off. The Easter season offers
us two very rich topics of study. Throughout Easter, our second reading will come from the
book of Revelation. This book is full of vivid imagery and is often the inspiration behind many
creative writing opportunities. We can explore the literary style of this book and how it speaks to our
Easter season celebrations. 2025 also marks the 1700 anniversary of the writing of the Nicene
Creed. This creed was even used at one point to resolve a debate that divided the church for over
1,000 years. The Nicene Creed offers a rich study for the scripture that informed the creed as well as
the historical context in which it was written. Stay tuned for the final topic of discussion! If you have a
preference, contact Pastor Katie.




Faith Formation (continued)
Calling All Spirit Seekers

Faith is hard. Discipleship can be confusing. Find a community of support at one of the new small
groups beginning after Easter! Small groups are a great place to form deeper relationships with God

and with one another as people as you engage your faith and your baptismal identity with other
people. Small groups may meet in people’s homes, in restaurants or coffee shops, or at the church
depending on the needs of the group. Express your interest in joining a small group by talking with

Pastor Katie or filling out the online contact card at stjohnchurchmars.org/smallgroups.

Splashers
Wanting to dip your toes into faith? New to faith? Asking questions about God, faith, or the Church?
Splash in the baptismal waters with others seeking to gather in community to explore, nurture, and
renew one another’s faith in our walks as disciples of Christ.

Waders
Wade in the waters of faith with others who are seeking to dig into ways that faith impacts daily life in
a life-giving, sustaining way.

Divers
The waters of baptism are deep and rich and full of complexity. Join people seeking to dive deep into
the complexities of scriptural study, Christian history, and Lutheran theology.

Kids Club and Youth Group
The Mars Area Youth Group and Kids Club are joint ministries with Mars United Presbyterian Church.
Youth Group (Grades 6-12) meets at Mars United Presbyterian Church and Kids Club (Grades 2-5)
meets at St. John. Each group will meet in their respective locations on April 27". The groups
will participate in a joint service event on April 13", All meetings are 1:00-2:30pm.
Sign up online to receive email updates regarding upcoming events.

Confirmation Classes
Confirmation is a faith formation opportunity that helps our young people (typically grades 6-8)
engage with their faith and prepare to take ownership of the promises made on their behalf at
baptism. During our meeting in March the students explored the story of Moses, from his
journey down the river in the basket, to leading the Israelites through the wilderness.
Our next class is April 26,

Messy Church — May 16
Messy Church is an intentionally intergenerational place for people to
meet and experience fun and messy ways to engage in faith and worship,
including crafts and activities, celebration, and a shared meal no matter
their connection to church. At Messy Church, we celebrate the creative,
joyful God revealed in Jesus Christ. Faith formation topics and Bible stories
are explored in ways that invite our whole messy selves into God's story of the
good news of Jesus Christ - that we are freed and forgiven in God's abundant grace and that God's
love is for us, all of us. If you would like to help with this ministry, contact Pastor Katie. No
registration is required for this free faith formation opportunity.
The April Messy Church is the Kids Cross Walk.
We return to our 5:30-7:30 timeframe on May 16.
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Around the Church

Community Garden
Gardening season is just around the corner! We are looking to make a plan for the
garden this year so that it grows healthy, organic, and delicious food for people in
the community. This year we are particularly looking to explore ways to make the
garden more accessible to individuals looking to pick their own produce and provide
assistance to those who need help harvesting. If you would like to be a part of the
brainstorming process to achieve these goals, see Pastor Katie. Weather pending,
we will be planning to plant things in the garden on May 4™ or 11t

Website Updates!

Have you signed up for the new members portal on the website? When you visit the website at
stiohnchurchmars.org, there is an option to “log in” in the upper right corner. When you log in, you will
have access to a member portal. Here you can offer ways to connect with other members, access the
latest directory, access the online sign-up board at https://signup.com/qo/JPakfVA, or view the current

vestry. To help keep members safe, the office will approve membership requests.
Do you have other things you’d like to find on the members portal? Tell Pastor Katie!

Help Needed
Each Christmas, the church building is surrounded by a choir of wooden angels.
However after years of faithfully taking their place in the winter weather, many of the
angels are ready to retire from their post. We are looking for volunteers to make
replacement angels for Christmas 2025. There is a pattern available. If you would like to
help, please contact John Tully.

Spring Clean Up — April 12 (9:00 am —12:00 pm)

On Easter morning, the church is filled with the glory of Christ’s resurrection! Prepare the building for
this exciting day by coming for an indoor church clean-up day! Caring for our building is one way
that we can give of ourselves to participate in the ministry that happens at St. John. Volunteers
are needed to wash the wood in the sanctuary and clean up the grounds around the church building.

Deacons Notes

Thank you!
Many thanks to all who participated in making the spaghetti dinner a success. Many #”
thanks to all who baked, cooked, served, ate, and cleaned. A special shout out to 2 Thank .

Jaime Weaver for going above and beyond the call of duty. There are always such

L
amazing aromas wafting up from the basement on Spaghetti Dinner day!! N

0U.#

ok
" ot

Ladies’ Tea — May 10
Mark your calendar for this year’'s Ladies Tea on May 10" from 12-2:30. This is an
event we have been doing for more than 20 years. It’s a lot of fun to share a few
hours with family and friends. If you are interested, please see a deacon as tables
fill up quickly. The cost is $20. If you are able to create a basket for our basket
~—— " raffle we ask that you bring it to the church basement by April 30". Thank you.
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Around the Synod

Weekly Synod Emails
The synod sends out weekly emails of upcoming programs and important news. Everyone is
welcome to receive these emails. Sign up to receive them at https://www.swpasynod.org/wayfarer

Legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King Junior Event — April 6
We gather to further God's vision for a just world where all are able to thrive, and honor the legacy of
Dr. King's vision for a beloved community. Through learning, worship, and conversation, we will learn
the harmful legacy of urban renewal in southwestern Pennsylvania and explore how to dismantle
harmful assumptions. Together, we will learn how to engage our communities to be rooted in
mutuality, repentance, and repair.

We'll begin at 3pm with education time; worship will begin at 4:30pm with light refreshments to

follow. The Rev. Dale B. Snyder of Bethel AME will be the guest preacher. The gathering will be at St.
Andrew Lutheran Church in Shadyside.

2025 Synod Assembly — May 17 (online) and June 12-14 (in person)
Voting members from our congregation have an important responsibility on behalf of all the
members of the Southwestern Pennsylvania Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.
This assembly is the highest legislative authority of our synod; they will be making decisions that
impact 143 congregations covering 10 counties in southwest PA. If you are interested in serving as a
voting member at Synod Assembly, please submit your name to council. Voting members are
required to attend both sessions and must have a smartphone or tablet to use as a voting device.

Lutherlyn

Lutherlyn Summer Camp Registration
Lutherlyn Summer Camp Registration is OPEN! Many of the camps fill quickly, so plan to register
early! If your child would like to attend Lutherlyn, but finances are standing in your way, please
contact Pastor Katie. Camperships are available through Lutherlyn! Finances should never stop a
kid from being able to experience the life-changing adventures in faith at Lutherlyn, a place
where each child is accepted, challenged, and sent out into the world to spread the love of Christ.
Learn more about the many different camps and what you can expect at a week of camp at
https://www.lutherlyn.com/programs/summercamp/.

Lutherlyn Spring Work Day — April 26
Calling all volunteers to help get camp ready for CampBlast and Summer Camp. No skills required.
9am-4pm; lunch provided. Please RSVP at
https://www.lutherlyn.com/support/volunteer/workdays.html

CampBlast! — May 10
Campfire, crafts, gaga ball, archery, pony rides, zipline, bouldering room, hikes, nature activities, hay
rides, games, sports, archaeology, disc golf, jump pillow, tours, great food, worship, and MORE!
The best part.... EVERYTHING IS FREE!

There will be special summer camp discounts for NEW campers & for registered campers who bring
friends who are NEW to Lutherlyn! Join us for a GREAT day at camp! No registration is needed. Just
show up with all your friends, family, neighbors, and anyone else looking for a fun, free day.
Saturday, May 10, 11 am — 4:30 pm, rain or shine.
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Stewardship

Stewardship Corner

What does stewardship mean to you? Stewardship is the way we care for and use everything that

has been entrusted to us. That means it is so much more than money. Each month we will offer a

stewardship thought for your consideration. How can we better care for what God has entrusted to
us? One simple thing you can do is care for God’s creation through recycling! Start a recycling

bin in your home. Place your used bulletin in the basket by the door to be recycled by the church.
Check what the recycling program in your community allows and try to find something additional you

can start recycling. Instead of throwing things away, think about if it can be donated instead.
A Steward’s Prayer:

O Lord, we pray that as we be, People of God chosen by thee, That you give us strength and
guidance every day, For our role as stewards to portray. That our voice and works may proclaim, The
ministry of Christ is our aim. That our actions will speak louder than what we say, Where the security

in our life is God’s way. That we generously respond to what you first gave, Your Son, a Savior, our
lives to save. And when we have decisions to make, To thee, O Lord, our prayers we take. (Keith A.
Mundy, 1998)

Online Giving
How many times have you arrived at church and realized that you forgot your offering? Online
giving is a safe and secure way to support the mission and ministries of St. John. Any
guestions, please contact Kelly Greb (412) 337-0306 or kgreb@zoominternet.net.

Ways to Connect:

Online
Visit https://www.stjohnchurchmars.org/giving and click
E] Donate Online and then Select Log In or Sign up to set up
e a one-time or recurring donation.
QR CODE

Scan the QR code to visit our online giving page.

Mobile App
Download the Vanco Mobile app from your app store to set
up a one-time or recurring gift. Search St John Lutheran
Church Mars and then Select Log In or Sign up (if first
time). Available on Apple and Android devices.

Tell Your Story
We so far have a handful of people who have told their stories to be shared through our newsletter,
Facebook page, and website. Tell your story! Take 30-45 seconds and share how your faith and your
participation with the mission and ministry of St. John makes a difference in your life. Use one of the
following prompts to help:

| am a follower of Jesus because...

One of my faith “a-ha” moments wasl/is...
My faith is important to me because...
My favorite part of Scripture is... because... | see God at work through St. John...

My favorite church memory is... Being a part of St. John has helped me
People who shaped my faith and life are... deepen my connection with God...

My favorite hymn is... because.... e | joined this church because...

| became a Lutheran when....

| pray....
In 10 years, | see the church...
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Check out this activity page from a recent Children’s Bulletin!

Use the names for different parts of the worship service to complete the puzzle below!

T
z E:
T
3
[
7 :
T
]
TT
1.
ACROSS
2. the good news! The reading is a story of Jesus' time and ministry on earth.

7. after we confess our sins, we hear a word of

9. a description of what we believe

11. the name of the book that tells the story of God's people. We read several readings from this
book during worship.

12. when we receive bread and wine (or juice) and remember Jesus' last supper

DOWN

1. a song of praise celebrating God and everything God has done for God's people

3. when we talk to God

4. the time when we remember that we do not always do what we should and that sometimes we
do things we should not do. We tell these things to God and listen to a word of forgiveness.

5. the song in which we sing our prayer trusting in God's mercy. This word means "Lord" in Greek.
6. during this time, the gifts of the people are collected and given to the church to help support the
church's mission as a way of saying thanks for all of Gods gifts

8. the time when the pastor helps us to think about the readings from the Bible

10. a word used for songs in worship, like the __ of the day after the sermon.
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04/07 John Fritz

04/07 Zachary Claus
04/11 Anna Kramer
04/11 Todd McCormick
04/20 Martha Ward —

04/22 Benjamin Knauff nn rl “ew r
04/24 Karen Collins e e

04/24 Susan Bielo
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