
What is the purpose of the church? What sets the church apart 
from social organizations that serve the community? What makes church 
different from any other club or 501(c)3? After all, we are not the only 
organization in town that seeks to feed others. We are not the only 
community that helps people to build relationships. We are not the only 
place to offer educational opportunities.  

But it is only church that worships together. Worship is our primary 
purpose and what sets us apart from other social organizations. 
Everything we do as church is based on our worship, whether that 
worship is Sunday morning, campfire worship, Messy Church, or 
services of hope and healing. Worship is at the center of who we are. It is 
in worship that we are attuned to God’s grace in and among us, offering 
praise and thanksgiving in response. It is in worship that we reground 
ourselves in God’s love for us and for the world. It is in worship that we 
express our love for God, not as we ought, but as we are able. It is in 
worship that we renew our sense of identity as God’s beloved children, 
called, gathered, enlightened, sanctified (made holy) by God. And in 
worship we are gathered and sent out as God’s holy people, set apart for 
God’s purpose in this world... which is to bring life and love to all people. 
And so, in our worship we are also called and strengthened to do the 
work of loving our neighbor as ourselves. We don’t just serve our 
neighbors; we see them as fellow people made in the image of God, as 
neighbors to be loved, as people who need CAKE (Christ-like 
acceptance and kindness for everyone). Our service is born out of our 
worship.  

So, dear church, as we consider our future as a church through 
strategic planning, through decisions regarding the parsonage property, 
through our goals for next year and beyond, we do so with worship at the 
core: the worship we do, the worship that grounds our identity, the 
worship that transforms us, and the worship that sends us out into the 
world. For we are God’s holy people, set apart for the purpose of God, 
called, gathered, enlightened, and sanctified by the Holy Spirit. (To dive 
further into the transformational nature of worship, grab a copy of Dave 
Daubert’s “Meta Moments” and join the book discussions in August to be 
in conversations with others about what it means to be church!) 

  
Peace, 

Pastor Katie 
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Statement 

 
St. John is a 
living witness 
to the love of 

God as shown 
in Jesus 
Christ. 

 
We gather 
faithfully in 

God’s name 
to worship 
and praise 

God; and we 
go forth in 
peace to 
share the 

Good News 
and to serve 

the world 
around us. 

St. John Lutheran Church           Web site:  www.stjohnchurchmars.org 

PO Box 411   Church Office:(724) 625-1830 

420 Beaver Street   Office email: office@stjohnchurchmars.org 

Mars, PA 16046   Pastor Katie’s email: pastorkmcneal@gmail.com 

   Pastor’s Cell #: 412-407-3166 

Please call to ensure availability before coming to the office. 
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Worship Notes 
 

Young Worship Leaders 
During the summer, because of a wide variety of schedules and availabilities, we will invite people to 

volunteer for worship leadership roles traditionally held by our younger worshippers, including acolyte, 
offering collection, and young readers. Individuals are welcome to sign up ahead of time or volunteer 

on the day of, prior to the announcements. 

 
Adult Worship Leaders 

Individuals are welcome to sign up to help lead worship in a variety of roles using the online sign up 
board at https://signup.com/go/JPakfVA.  

The online sign up sheet is also available through the new church app.  

 Greeters Usher 
Assistant 
Minister 

Bread Baker Counters 

2-Aug VOLUNTEER VOLUNTEER VOLUNTEER VOLUNTEER 
Missy K 

VOLUNTEER 

9-Aug VOLUNTEER VOLUNTEER VOLUNTEER VOLUNTEER 
Missy K 

VOLUNTEER 

16-Aug VOLUNTEER VOLUNTEER VOLUNTEER VOLUNTEER 
Missy K 

VOLUNTEER 

23-Aug VOLUNTEER VOLUNTEER VOLUNTEER VOLUNTEER 
Missy K 

VOLUNTEER 

30-Aug VOLUNTEER VOLUNTEER VOLUNTEER VOLUNTEER 
Missy K 

VOLUNTEER 

6-Sept VOLUNTEER VOLUNTEER Valerie C VOLUNTEER 
Valerie C 
Vern M 

 

Summer Worship Series 
During the summer, we will shift our liturgical practices from the traditional scripted language 

to a more conversational tone wherein we are able to slow down and reflect on the various 
elements of worship. Why do we begin each worship with confession? Why does the greeting come 
after the confession? Why do we offer such a long prayer before communion? Why do we share the 
peace in the middle of the service? All these questions and more are tackled by our summer worship 

podcast (see “Facets of Faith” for more information) and celebrated in our communal worship.  
 

Service of Hope and Healing – August 13th  
“Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. 29 Take my yoke upon you 
and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30 For my 
yoke is easy and my burden is light.” (Matthew 11:28-30) This Service of Hope and Healing invites 
you to lay down your burdens at the foot of the cross. Filled with scripture, song, and prayer, 

this service offers a quiet, reflective space to dwell in God’s promise of hope and healing. 
Whether you are dealing with illness, grief, anxiety or another kind of hardship, this service offers 

peace. Service meets in the sanctuary at 6:30 pm and lasts approximately 30-45 minutes.  

Find Us on Social Media 
Like us on Facebook (@stjohnchurchmars) or follow us on Instagram (@stjohnchurchmars) 
 

Online Sunday Worship 
Worship with us online! Service is livestreamed on our YouTube Channel  

at 9:00am on Sundays at https://www.youtube.com/@St.JohnLutheranChurch-2 

https://signup.com/go/JPakfVA
https://www.facebook.com/stjohnchurchmars
https://www.instagram.com/stjohnchurchmars/
https://www.youtube.com/@St.JohnLutheranChurch-2


Worship Notes (continued) 
 

Campfire Worship – August 20th   
Summertime means campfires! Gather around a campfire on the lawn for an evening worship 
service! Worship will begin at 7:00pm. S’mores will be available after worship. Pastor Katie may 
very well be ready with some mountain pie supplies as well! Bring your own chair/blanket and 

come for this brief worship service including several camp favorite songs!  
 

Online Access to Worship 
There are many times when we cannot be physically present to worship with the 
faith community, but we still want to be present in spirit. For those times, we offer 

a livestream of each Sunday worship service.  
To access the livestream either during worship or the recording at a later 

time, visit the church’s YouTube page at 
http://www.youtube.com/@St.JohnLutheranChurch-2. Don’t forget to 

subscribe to the YouTube channel to make finding it easier. The livestream is also 
available on the church app.  

 

Facets of Faith – Bible 101 
During the first half of the summer, we have explored the 101 of worship at St. John in the Facets of 
Faith podcast. Having worked through submitted questions, we are now turning our curiosity to the 

101 of the Bible. What genres are in the Bible? How is the Bible organized? How was the Bible 
compiled? What ties the different books of the Bible together? These questions and more will be 

tackled in the next 101 series of the Facets of Faith podcast! Listen to the podcast today at 
stjohnchurchmars.org/blog.  

 

Worship Volunteers Wanted 
With summer schedules creating some unknowns in people’s 
schedules, we have several openings in our worship volunteer 

schedule. Training is available for any position. You are welcome 
to sign up for just one week to give it a try or multiple weeks to 
practice and get comfortable! Sign up to volunteer for an open slot 

using the sign-up sheets in the greeting area or at https://signup.com/go/JPakfVA 
 

Assistant Minister  
Help lead worship by reading scripture and prayers and assisting in the distribution of communion.  

Greeter 
Greet people as they enter for worship and hand out bulletins.  

Usher 

Ring the bell before and during worship, attend to lights and doors, and coordinate offering collection. 

Bread Baker 
Bake or purchase bread to be used for communion during worship.  

Counter (contact Pastor Katie, no sign-up sheet) 
Serve in a team of two to count the offering after worship.  

Eucharistic Minister (contact Pastor Katie, no sign-up sheet) 
Visit and take communion from our Sunday celebration to those unable to be physically in worship. 

Altar Guild (contact Pastor Katie, no sign-up sheet) 
Set up for and clean up after worship (including for communion); change the paraments to match the 

color of the day.  

http://www.youtube.com/@St.JohnLutheranChurch-2
https://signup.com/go/JPakfVA


Around the Synod  
 

Weekly Synod Emails 
The synod sends out weekly emails of upcoming programs and important news. Everyone is 

welcome to receive these emails. Sign up to receive them at https://www.swpasynod.org/wayfarer 
 

Synod Summer Book Study: Design for Belonging 
We all want our churches to feel like spaces where everyone is welcomed and included, but just how 
do we that? Join the Authentic Diversity & Justice Working Group as we read Design for Belonging 
and have conversations about how we can each live into our call to fully include our neighbors. We 
will meet over three zoom sessions for this quick read with lots of pictures. Learn more and register 

for the zoom link at https://www.swpasynod.org/calendar/designforbelonging.  
 

Lutherlyn 
Lutherlyn Summer Camp Reflection 

Lutherlyn is a place where each child is accepted, challenged, and sent out into the world to 
spread the love of Christ. We had several youths attend Lutherlyn 

this summer. Below is a reflection from Anna:  
When I went to camp Lutherlyn I really felt like I connected to God 

more. Through worship through Bible study through candle power and 
just basically throughout the day. It was so fun! I met one of my best 
friends there and we basically clicked on day one! The activities were 
so fun! I did musical theater camp. It’s basically where you’d practice for about three hours each day 

and then perform the musical for the whole camp and the parents.  I had such a blast! It was also 
really fun to hang out with my friends!  Also, one of my favorite parts of camp was mud whomping! It’s 
basically where you go into a muddy swampy area and you sit in the mud, jump in the mud, roll in the 
mud, give people, mud facials, mud hair masks, and throw mud at each other! It was so fun! Also the 
food was awesome! In my opinion. I think that they had great portions sizes and even at dinner time 

you got desserts! Which I love! Also, the staff were so nice in my opinion! I definitely recommend 
Camp Lutherlyn and I cannot wait to go back next summer! 

 

Grown-Up Camp – August 21-23 
Grown-Up Camp includes all of the fun and excitement of kid camp with some relaxation, fellowship, 
and extras for adults!  This grown-ups only retreat is the perfect opportunity to enjoy all the fun of kid 

camp but with some changes and additions specifically for grown-ups.  Anyone age 21 or older is 
invited to join in the fun!   

You'll be able to enjoy camp classics like campfires, hikes, crafts, ropes course, and sports.  All of the 
activities are optional to provide as much or as little time as you'd like to relax or explore Lutherlyn's 

beautiful grounds and trails. 
Learn more and register today at Lutherlyn.com/grownups (Registration closes August 10) 

 
Around the Church 

 

Office Hours 
Diane is currently in the office one day a week, on Thursday mornings, working other hours 
remotely or in the office on a flexible schedule. Holidays may impact this schedule, though. If you 
need access to the building or assistance with anything, please call ahead to assure availability. 
Pastor Katie can also provide assistance. Diane will be on vacation for two weeks in August, so 

please be patient as we cover her work in her absence.  

https://www.swpasynod.org/wayfarer
https://bookshop.org/p/books/design-for-belonging-how-to-build-inclusion-and-collaboration-in-your-communities/b267fcf091a3d3f5?ean=9781984858030&affiliate=98764
https://www.swpasynod.org/calendar/designforbelonging


Around the Church (continued) 
 

Church App 
Stay connected with St. John throughout the week! There’s an 
app for that! In the Google Play store or the iOS App Store, search 
for “Church App – Tithely”. Download the app, then search for St. 
John Lutheran Church in Mars. The app has links for the calendar, 

podcasts, worship leadership, bulletins, prayer resources, and 
more! Download the app today at https://tithely.app.link/st-john-
lutheran or use the QR code. See a tutorial for how to download the app and an 

introduction to its offerings at https://tinyurl.com/mtpdv6pz.   
 

Special Congregational Meetings 
In August, we will have two special congregational meetings. With the latest tenant moved out, the 
congregation is invited to explore the next step for the property and how the next steps might set us 
up for further mission and ministry in Mars. St. John has been a vital congregation in Mars for over 

125 years, and we look forward to the ways we can participate in God’s work in Mars for the next 125 
years through the way we steward our resources, particularly the property of the parsonage. We pray 
that God will guide and direct our congregation to move through this challenging decision in curiosity, 

faith, and hope, trusting that God has wonderful things in store for the mission and ministry in and 
through St. John in Mars.  

On August 9th, we will have an informational meeting to offer information to help us consider the 
implications of the vote we will hold on August 16th regarding the future of the parsonage property. On 
August 9th, we will also invite anyone who would like to view the property to walk through the house.  

 
Stewardship 

 

 
 

Calling All Thrivent Members 
Are you a Thrivent Member?  

Thrivent is a financial company that has been around for years under a few different names. They 
offer a variety of financial resources for people of all ages, but members who either have an 

insurance policy or an annuity account with them have access to special generosity programs 
including Thrivent Action Teams. Action Teams provide a kit of resources to be used for a project 
within a non-profit organization. A $250 gift card is included in the kit! Action Teams can be used 

for any number of things, including VBS, the Community Garden, Lutheran World Relief Quilts, Clean 
Up Days, and more! So if you are a member of Thrivent and haven’t used your Action Teams, 

consider using them to support a project at church!  

 
 

https://tithely.app.link/st-john-lutheran
https://tithely.app.link/st-john-lutheran
https://tinyurl.com/mtpdv6pz


Stewardship Corner 
From Living Lutheran, July 28, 2015 by Laurel Hensel “Helping kids learn stewardship”: 

Sometimes the best way to learn is to teach what you want to know. If I wanted to be a role model 
for my children, I needed to improve my understanding of stewardship. Here’s what I learned:  

• Stewardship is about gratitude, not guilt. God is a generous God and has blessed us richly, 
beyond anything we deserve. God expects us to be generous, too, through gifts of our time, 
ourselves and our possessions. Trust God completely, even if you think you won’t have 
enough. To be a good steward, you must practice giving. To be generous, you must practice 
generosity.  

• Stewardship is a response, not a reaction. The Holy Spirit moves us to give – not so that we 
can get something back. Through baptism God has already promised us eternal life. This I 
believe: Giving is a spiritual act. When we follow God wholeheartedly, we experience God’s 
grace and freedom to live generously.  

• Stewardship is about mission, not about budget. We give as a response to God’s love, not 
because our congregation needs money. Together we can do so much more than we can do 
alone to further God’s work in the world. God is moved not by the amount of our giving but the 
trust and love that the gifts symbolize.  

• Stewardship is an act of worship. One of my stewardship mentors wrote, “On the day of 
worship, set aside an offering. If we give when we worship, we will give regularly. We cannot 
give what we have not received, but we can withhold what we have received.” (“Generous 
People,” Eugene Grimm, Abingdon Press, 1992).  

Nobody said this would be easy. To promise to support God’s ministry with our financial resources 
may take a little courage. Whenever we feel challenged to stretch and grow, remember this from 
Ephesians 3:20: “Now to him who by the power at work within us is able to accomplish abundantly far 
more than all we can ask or imagine,” Ask God to ease your fear of giving and give you the courage 
to act.  
As we learn how to steward everything God has given us, my prayer is that we do so with a grateful 

heart and a joyful spirit. At 10 years old, my daughter showed that she had truly caught on. She 
insisted her offering envelope get to church even when she couldn’t. When I asked her why this was 

so important to her, she said, “Because it makes me feel good.” 

 
Serving Others 

 

3rd Quarter Mission Emphasis: Quality EMS 
Quality EMS provides emergency medical services, non-emergency medical transport, and 

community services to residents of Adams Township, Middlesex Township, Forward Township, 
Callery Borough, Mars Borough and Valencia Borough. To make an offering, label your gift with 

“Mission Emphasis.”  
 

St. John Food Pantry 
We regularly see a number of items come and go through the 
pantry as people are making use of the items to help them get 

through the month. Spaghetti sauce, vanilla instant 
breakfast, and cleaning supplies are particularly 

appreciated by our guests at this time, though a wide variety 
of items helps to ensure all our guests can find something 

helpful. During the summer, please be aware that certain 
items are not shelf-stable at high temperatures. If you know 

of a need for the building to be open at a certain time, Pastor Katie is happy to make appointments for 
individuals to access the indoor pantry.  



Did You Know? 
The church website has an ongoing calendar! There is only so much room in the newsletter for 

upcoming events, but the website has all of them, including several months out! See the calendar at 
stjohnchurchmars.org/calendar.  

 
Faith Formation 

 

Vacation Bible School – A Success! 
We had a fantastic week at Vacation Bible School with Mars United Presbyterian and Valencia 

Presbyterian Churches! With over 80 kids and over 50 volunteers, the week was busy with lots of fun 
and laughter and exploring the wild world of Scripture, trusting Jesus in all times and circumstances! 
Thank you to all who make this week possible! There are dozens and dozens of people of all ages 

who look forward to this every year, and it could not happen without your amazing support! 
 

Summer Book Discussions 
In August, we are exploring Dave Daubert’s book “Meta Moments.” From the book’s description: 

“Meta-Moments are points of transformation and this book is written to encourage people to see the 
Christian faith as more than a static thing, but as a source of real and imortant transforation. Each 

chapter explores a key theme and also invites the reader to engage the material in ways to see new 
things about themselves as well as the God we meet in Jesus.” The book is around 100 pages and 

less than 2 hours on Audible. Copies of the book will be available in the church office throughout the 
summer. It is also available on eReader and Audible. Discussion typically lasts an hour and a half. 

Zoom links will be available on the website and through the Bible study email lists. You are welcome 
to attend either the Sunday or the Wednesday meetings.  

 
August: Meta Moments by Dave Daubert  

Wednesday, August 19, 6:30 pm 
Sunday, August 23, 6:30 pm 

 

Messy Church Update 
We are pausing our regular Messy Church gathering for the summer. If you would 
like to help shape Messy Church in the fall, please contact Pastor Katie. Questions 
that we are looking to consider the time and day of Messy Church, how we invite 
others to participate in Messy Church, and ways we can continue to live into the 

values of Messy Church: Christ-centered, all ages together, creativity, celebration, 
and hospitality.  

 

Godspeed for Higher Learning – August 9 
We have several young people who are heading off to grand adventures in learning and new 

chapters in their lives this fall. Join in worship us as we bless their learning journey and wish 
them well before they leave. 

 

Blessing of the Backpacks – August 16 
Before long folks will be heading back to school! Whether a 

teacher or a student, going back to school after summer vacation 
is a big transition! Bring your backpack, messenger bag, or 
book strap to worship on August 16th. We will bless these 
symbols of learning and transformation as we get ready to 

head back to school! 
 



This was given to Pastor Katie as a fun activity – see how well you do! 
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8/02 Emma Niklewicz 
8/05 Denise Hager 
8/08 Frederick Bielo 
8/09 Taryn Nikolich 
8/14 Laura Greb 
8/14 Ava Niklewicz 
8/17 Todd Niklewicz 
8/17 Kayla Julio 
8/24 Beverly Crislip 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
  

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

   
   

   

   
   

   
   

   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   

   
   

   
    

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
  

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 


