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But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the 

word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields, in one 

case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.”   

              

          ~Matthew 13:2330 
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We are delighted to have you worship with us this morning!  

Know that you are welcome here just as you are. 

If you are looking for a church to call home, why not consider making this one your own? If this 

is your first time worshiping at St. John, please fill out the visitor information card stapled to 

your bulletin. 

 

Everything you need to follow worship can be found in this bulletin. As you are comfortable, 

please rise when there is an * and join in the congregational responses, noted in bold.  

All songs are marked with numbers. The red book in the pew has all the songs. Look for the 

large number in the upper corner of the page to find the correct song. 

 

During the time of Peace, you are invited to turn to those around you and offer a word of peace. 

We suggest a handshake and saying, “Peace be with you.” You are also welcomed to offer 

another gesture of peace (wave, fist-bump, smile, etc.). Hand sanitizer is available in each pew. 

 

At the time of Offering, you are invited to share a gift. Envelopes are available in the pews if 

you prefer. Online gifts may be made using the QR code below: 

 
You may also offer updates to our ongoing prayer list using the yellow cards in the pews and 

placing them in the offering plates. Guest information cards and member attendance cards 

(attached to the front of the bulletin) may also be placed in the offering plates. 

 

As Lutherans, we believe Christ is truly present in the elements of the Lord’s Supper. At the 

time of Holy Communion, all baptized individuals are welcome to come forward via the center 

aisle, receive the elements, and return via the side aisles. We begin at the front of the right side, 

commune all on the right side, then we will invite the left side forward. When you come 

forward, you may receive the bread from the pastor (gluten free wafers are available), then pre-

filled cups with wine or grape juice from the assisting minister. You may consume the elements 

after receiving them then place the empty cup in the tray held by the acolyte. Those who do not 

receive Holy Communion are welcome to come forward for a blessing.  

 

If you need a restroom, restrooms are located on the bottom floor at the far side of the building 

from the elevator. Restrooms may be accessed either via the stairs in the rear of the sanctuary, 

the stairs by the Greeting Area, or the elevator.  

A playroom is available downstairs for children who need a break from the worship service. 

This room is by the elevator on the lower level. An adult must remain with the child.  

Children are also welcome to utilize the books and puzzles available in the Greeting Area on 

the top level by the elevator. 
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As you prepare for worship, you are invited to fill out the blue prayer request forms located in each 

pew. The cards will be collected during our hymn of the day, and prayers will be offered during the 

prayers of intercession. 

 

PRELUDE and ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, whose compassion endures forever. Amen. 

 

Let us confess our sin to God. Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Compassionate God, we confess to you all our sins.  

Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves.  

In your mercy, call us back to you. Your yoke is easy and your burden is light.  

Restore us to dwell in your peace. In Christ’s name we pray, Amen. 

 

We hear a word of forgiveness 

 

*GATHERING HYMN God, Whose Farm Is All Creation (ELW 734) 

 
 

*GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you.
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*CANTICLE OF PRAISE 

 
 

(continued) 
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray. Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your word. By your 

Holy Spirit help us to receive it with joy, live according to it, and grow in faith and hope 

and love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

Why so much scripture? 

 

WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 
 

FIRST READING: Genesis 25:19-34 

Although Jacob was younger than his twin, Esau, he eventually takes the birthright away from 

his brother. Jacob is portrayed in the Bible as deceptive, gripping his brother when he came out 

of the womb and driving a hard bargain by buying the birthright for a bowl of lentils. 

 

A reading from Genesis. 
 

 These are the descendants of Isaac, Abraham’s son: Abraham was the father of Isaac, 20 and 

Isaac was forty years old when he married Rebekah, daughter of Bethuel the Aramean of 

Paddan-aram, sister of Laban the Aramean. 21 Isaac prayed to the Lord for his wife because she 

was barren, and the Lord granted his prayer, and his wife Rebekah conceived. 22 The children 

struggled together within her, and she said, “If it is to be this way, why do I live?” So she went 

to inquire of the Lord. 23 And the Lord said to her, 

 “Two nations are in your womb, and two peoples born of you shall be divided; 

 the one shall be stronger than the other; the elder shall serve the younger.” 
24 When her time to give birth was at hand, there were twins in her womb. 25 The first came out 

red, all his body like a hairy mantle, so they named him Esau. 26 Afterward his brother came out, 

with his hand gripping Esau’s heel, so he was named Jacob. Isaac was sixty years old when she 

bore them. 

  27 When the boys grew up, Esau was a skillful hunter, a man of the field, while Jacob was a 

quiet man, living in tents. 28 Isaac loved Esau because he was fond of game, but Rebekah loved 

Jacob. 

  29 Once when Jacob was cooking a stew, Esau came in from the field, and he was 

famished. 30 Esau said to Jacob, “Let me eat some of that red stuff, for I am famished!” 

(Therefore he was called Edom.) 31 Jacob said, “First sell me your birthright.” 32 Esau said, “I 

am about to die; of what use is a birthright to me?” 33 Jacob said, “Swear to me first.” So he 

swore to him and sold his birthright to Jacob. 34 Then Jacob gave Esau bread and lentil stew, and 

he ate and drank and rose and went his way. Thus Esau despised his birthright. 

 

The word of the Lord.  

Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM: PSALM 119:105-112 

We will read the Psalm responsively. The leader will read the light verses, the congregation is 

invited to read the darker printed verses together. 

 

 105 Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light upon my path. 

 106 I have sworn and am determined to keep your righteous judgments. 

 107 I am deeply troubled; preserve my life, O Lord, according to your word. 

 108 Accept, O Lord, the willing tribute of my lips, and teach me your judgments.  

 109 My life is always in danger, yet I do not forget your teaching. 

 110 The wicked have set a trap for me, but I have not strayed from your commandments. 

 111 Your decrees are my inheritance forever; truly, they are the joy of my heart. 

 112 I have applied my heart to fulfill your statutes forever and to the end.  

 

SECOND READING: Romans 8:1-11 

There is no condemnation for those who live in Christ. God sent Christ to accomplish what the 

law was unable to do: condemn sin and free us from its death-dealing ways. The Spirit now 

empowers proper actions and values in our lives and gives us the promise of resurrected life. 

 

A reading from Romans. 

 
1 Therefore there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 2 For the law of the 

Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death. 3 For God has 

done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do: by sending his own Son in the likeness 

of sinful flesh and to deal with sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, 4 so that the just requirement 

of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but according to the 

Spirit. 5 For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but 

those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. 6 To set the 

mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. 7 For this reason the 

mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law—indeed, it 

cannot, 8 and those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 

  9 But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. 

Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 10 But if Christ is in you, 

then the body is dead because of sin, but the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 11 If the 

Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ Jesus from the 

dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you. 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
 

*GOSPEL READING: Matthew 13:1-9 

In Matthew’s gospel, both Jesus and his disciples “sow the seed” of God’s word by proclaiming 

the good news that “the kingdom of heaven is near.”  

 

The holy gospel according to Matthew.  

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
1 That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 2 Such great crowds gathered 

around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on the beach. 
3 And he told them many things in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went out to sow. 4 And as 

he sowed, some seeds fell on a path, and the birds came and ate them up. 5 Other seeds fell on 

rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and they sprang up quickly, since they had no 

depth of soil. 6 But when the sun rose, they were scorched, and since they had no root, they 

withered away. 7 Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them. 
8 Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some 

thirty. 9 If you have ears, hear!” 

 

The gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 

 

SERMON 
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*HYMN OF THE DAY We Plow the Fields and Scatter (ELW 680)  

(Blue prayer cards are collected) 
 

 
 

*APOSTLES’ CREED 

Let us confess our faith in the words of the Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.    

Amen. 
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*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  

Trusting in God’s steadfast love for all God has made, let us pray for the church, the world, and 

all of creation. A brief silence for reflection 

 

God our gardener, you scatter grace like seed across the world. Continue to cultivate the garden 

of your church with your abundant Spirit. God of grace, hear our prayer. 

 

God our joy, your bountiful creation reflects your commitment to life despite our actions 

disregarding its wonder. We look toward Isaiah’s vision, when all creation rejoices, and the 

trees will clap for joy at your salvation. God of grace, hear our prayer. 

 

God our life, you give us the same Spirit by which you raised Christ from the dead. Set our 

minds on that Spirit whenever fear or condemnation overwhelm throughout the world. God of 

grace, hear our prayer. 

 

God our host and table, we pray for children who hunger and rely on school meals, for all who 

toil under the hot sun without refreshment, for the chronically ill who have exhausted their 

resources, and for local concerns especially Geneva, Cherry, Henry, Harry, Sally, Debi, Karen, 

Nan, Beverly, Reed those on our prayer list, all whom we remember aloud or in our hearts and 

all who suffer in any way. God of grace, hear our prayer. 

 

God our source, tend this assembly with your grace throughout this summer season. May those 

who travel for work or recreation do so safely, and may visitors find refreshment among us. 

God of grace, hear our prayer. 

 

We give you thanks the roots of your goodness that run deep throughout history. We remember 

those saints who have gone before us in faith. God of grace, hear our prayer. 

 

Renewing God, you hear our every prayer, spoken and unspoken, those we can verbalize and 

those we do not yet have the words to name. We lift the prayers of the people gathered in this 

space, (blue prayer cards are offered), and those we quietly entrust to you from the silence of 

our hearts. We commend our prayers to you, O God, through Jesus our Savior. Amen. 

 

*PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always.  

And also with you.  

Let us share the peace of Christ with one another. 
 

You are invited to turn to those around you and offer a word of peace. We suggest a 

handshake and saying, “Peace be with you.” You are also welcome to offer another gesture of 

peace (wave, fist-bump, smile, etc.). Hand sanitizer is available in each pew. 
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MEAL 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ 

 

COLLECTION OF THE OFFERING  

You are invited to share a gift to support the ministries of this congregation during the 

following song. Envelopes are available in the pews if you prefer. Ongoing prayer requests, 

connection cards, and communion records are also collected in the offering plates. 

 

OFFERTORY HYMN Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil (ELW 512)  

*Sing three times through, rise on 3rd time. 

 

 
 

*OFFERING PRAYER 

Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts.  

Help us take heart in you and share freely of your love,  

so that all creation can taste your abundance. 

We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. 

Amen. 
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*GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts.  

We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ; 

who on this day overcame death and the grave, 

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, 

who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, 

who preached good news to the poor, 

and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 

  

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, 

we await his coming in glory. 

  

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, 

and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, 

the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; 

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 

be all honor and glory, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

 on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever. Amen 
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*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Heaven has come near. Come, share in the feast! 

Taste and see that the Lord is good. This meal is for you.  

Thanks be to God! 

 

Through this meal, we know forgiveness, life, and salvation as the blessings of God’s 

sacramental grace. In response to Jesus’ invitation, all baptized individuals are welcome 

to come forward and experience the real presence of Christ in the bread and wine. Those 

who do not receive the bread and wine are invited to come forward for a blessing. 

Grape juice and gluten free wafers are available upon request. Communion may also be 

brought back to the pews for those who are unable to come forward. 

 

COMMUNION SONG Lamb of God  
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COMMUNION HYMN As Rain from the Clouds (ELW 508) 
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COMMUNION HYMN Light Dawns on a Weary World (ELW 726) 

 
 

*POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and preserve you in grace.  

Amen 

 

*POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled with the 

abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, may share your love 

freely, as you have shared with us. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit 

nourishing us now and forever. Amen. 
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SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
 

*BLESSING 

Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, ☩ one God, bless, heal, and hold you today and always. Amen. 

 

*SENDING SONG On What Has Now Been Sown (ELW 550) 

 

 
 

*DISMISSAL 

Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!  

Thanks be to God. 
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The flowers on the altar were supplied by Cindy and Dave Knauff in celebration of their 

51st anniversary. 

 

Assisting in worship today:   

Assisting Minister: Volunteer 

Acolyte: Volunteer 

Offering: Volunteers 

Attendance last week: 55 + livestream  

 

Notes for the day’s texts: 
We can identify death in every direction. We see war, hunger, addiction, poverty, a dying planet, and 

broken hearts. This is not a new story. The children of Israel surely saw death in every direction, 

wandering in the desert and at least occasionally wondering about their next meal. Paul looks at his 

own life and, at first, sees nothing beyond spiritual death. He reminds us that death is not just 

physical, but also spiritual. Then, in the parable of the sower, three-fourths of the seeds die and three-

fourths of the sections of the field are inhospitable to flourishing life. Sometimes, life isn’t even given 

a chance. We might look at the world and ourselves and only see the places that are inhospitable to 

God’s love. 

Today’s texts all go a step further, however, to articulate or reveal God bringing forth life where there 

is only death in every direction. “Christ Jesus has set [us] free from the law of sin and of death,” and 

the life-giving Spirit dwells in us (Rom. 8:2, 10).The parable of the sower elicits reflection, 

repentance, and, ultimately, new life from its readers and hearers in considering the sort of spiritual 

life they practice. Are we hospitable or inhospitable to God’s word? This parable is a vivid reminder 

of all God has overcome—rocks, scorching sun, thorns, and snatching—to bring life to the world. 

God brings forth life in places where people see only death. 

 

Today’s Music 
God, Whose Farm Is All Creation. Text: John Arlott, 1914-1991, Music: Larry J. Long, b. 1954. Augsburg Fortress. 

We Plow the Fields and Scatter. Text: Matthias Claudius, 1740-1815; English tr. Jane M. Campbell, 1817-1878, alt.; Spanish tr. Ernesto Barocio, 

1866-1948, Music: Luis Olivieri, b. 1937. Public Domain/ Abingdon Press. 

Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil. Text: Handt Hanson, b. 1950, Music: Handt Hanson. Prince of Peace Publishing, Changing Church Forum, Inc. 

As Rain from the Clouds. Text: Delores Dufner, OSB, b. 1939, Music: Jonathan E. Spilman, 1812–1896; arr. hymnal version. GIA Publications, 

Inc. /  Public Domain / Augsburg Fortress. 

Light Dawns on a Weary World. Text: Mary Louise Bringle, b. 1953, Music: William P. Rowan, b. 1951. GIA Publications, Inc. 

On What Has Now Been Sown. Text: John Newton, 1725–1807, alt., Music: John Darwall, 1731–1789. Public Domain. 

Liturgy words and music taken from SundaysandSeasons.com Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted with 

permission. Reprinted under One License - A-724822 and CCLI.  

 

Next Week’s Readings 

Genesis 28:10-19a Jacob’s dream of the ladder to heaven 

Psalm 139:1-12, 23-24 You have searched me out and known me. (Ps. 139:1) 

Romans 8:12-25 The revealing of the children of God 

Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 The parable of the weeds 


