“But when you give a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, and the
blind. And you will be blessed, because they cannot repay you, for you will be
repaid at the resurrection of the righteous.”
~Luke 14:13-14
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We are delighted to have you worship with us this morning!
Know that you are welcome here just as you are
If you are looking for a church to call home, why not consider making this one your own? If this
is your first time visiting us, please fill out the visitor information card stapled to your bulletin.
Everything you need to follow worship can be found in this bulletin. As you are comfortable,
please rise when there is an * and join in the congregational responses, noted in bold.
All songs are marked with numbers. The red book in the pew has all the songs. Look for the
large number in the upper corner of the page to find the correct song.
During the time of Peace, you are invited to turn to those around you and offer a word of peace.
We suggest a handshake and saying, “Peace be with you.” You are also welcomed to offer
another gesture of peace (wave, fist-bump, smile, etc.). Hand sanitizer is available in each pew.
At the time of Offering, you are invited to share a gift as you are comfortable. You may also
place any prayer requests for the pastor in the offering plates.

As you prepare for worship, you are invited to fill out the blue prayer request forms located in
each pew. The cards will be collected during our hymn of the day, and prayers will be offered
during the prayers of the people.
PRELUDE
*GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
Jesus tells us “For where two or three gather in my name, there am I with them.” Matt. 18:20
Therefore, gathered in God’s merciful presence, we humbly offer our prayers and worship.
Let us pray:
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are
hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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*GATHERING SONG Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service (ELW 712)

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Most merciful God,
We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against
you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. For the sake of your son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us,
and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of
your holy name.
Amen.
God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together
with Christ. By grace we have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are
forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your
hearts through faith. Amen.
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*GLORY TO GOD
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY
O God, you instruct those who are proud and give grace to those who are humble. Give us
the humility of your Son, that we may embody the generosity of Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord.
Amen.
FIRST READING: Proverbs 25:6-7
A reading from the book of Proverbs.
6
Do not put yourself forward in the king’s presence
or stand in the place of the great;
7
for it is better to be told, “Come up here,”
than to be put lower in the presence of a noble.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
PSALM 112:1-6, 9

1. Hallelujah! How blest are they
Whose joy is God’s command;
Their children always will be blessed
And mighty in the land.

3. In justice do they rule their lives,
And freely do they lend;
Unshaken they, their memory
Is treasured without end.

2. Riches and wealth will bless their
homes,
Their justice will endure,
And they are merciful; light shines
In darkness for the pure.

4. The righteous spread their gifts
abroad,
Give freely to the poor;
With honor will their heads be raised;
Their justice will endure.
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SECOND READING: Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16
A reading from the book of Hebrews.
1
Let mutual love continue. 2Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by doing that
some have entertained angels without knowing it. 3Remember those who are in prison, as
though you were in prison with them; those who are being tortured, as though you yourselves
were being tortured. 4Let marriage be held in honor by all, and let the marriage bed be kept
undefiled; for God will judge fornicators and adulterers. 5Keep your lives free from the love of
money, and be content with what you have; for he has said, “I will never leave you or forsake
you.” 6So we can say with confidence,
“The Lord is my helper;
I will not be afraid.
What can anyone do to me?”
7
Remember your leaders, those who spoke the word of God to you; consider the outcome of
their way of life, and imitate their faith. 8Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and
forever. 15Through him, then, let us continually offer a sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the
fruit of lips that confess his name. 16Do not neglect to do good and to share what you have, for
such sacrifices are pleasing to God.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God
*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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*GOSPEL READING: Luke 14:1, 7-14
The holy gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.
1

On one occasion when Jesus was going to the house of a leader of the Pharisees to eat a meal
on the sabbath, they were watching him closely.
7
When he noticed how the guests chose the places of honor, he told them a parable. 8“When
you are invited by someone to a wedding banquet, do not sit down at the place of honor, in case
someone more distinguished than you has been invited by your host; 9and the host who invited
both of you may come and say to you, ‘Give this person your place,’ and then in disgrace you
would start to take the lowest place. 10But when you are invited, go and sit down at the lowest
place, so that when your host comes, he may say to you, ‘Friend, move up higher’; then you
will be honored in the presence of all who sit at the table with you. 11For all who exalt
themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted.”
12
He said also to the one who had invited him, “When you give a luncheon or a dinner, do not
invite your friends or your brothers or your relatives or rich neighbors, in case they may invite
you in return, and you would be repaid. 13But when you give a banquet, invite the poor, the
crippled, the lame, and the blind. 14And you will be blessed, because they cannot repay you, for
you will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous.”
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
*DOXOLOGY

CHILDREN’S SERMON
SERMON
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*HYMN OF THE DAY All Are Welcome (ELW 641)
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*APOSTLES’ CREED
With the whole church, let us confess our faith.
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
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*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Trusting in God’s extraordinary love, let us come near to the Holy One in prayer.
A brief silence.
For the church and its leaders, we pray. Uphold all who serve and teach your people. Awaken
in your church a spirit of invitation that reaches ever outward. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
For the well-being of creation and its inhabitants, we pray. Stir in us reverent awe for the
beauty of the natural world, for oceans and lakes, rivers and streams, forests and deserts.
Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
For the nations and peoples of the world, we pray. Sustain the efforts of those who pursue
justice and equity for all. Defend and accompany all immigrants and refugees and all who are
persecuted for their ethnic origin or religious beliefs. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
For all who suffer in body, mind, or spirit, we pray. Be present with those who live in isolation
or fear, especially those who are incarcerated or detained. Comfort all who are sick or grieving
especially Jeff, Bob, Katie, Marcia, Geneva, Cherry, Winnie, Chuck, Henry, Harry, Roy, Pastor
Storm, Karen, Ellen, Ruth, Sally, Ruth Ann, those on our prayer list, and all whom we
remember aloud or in our hearts. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
For this congregation and its ministries, we pray. Prepare children, teachers, and youth
ministry directors for a new year of learning. Embolden our witness to invite others to the
table. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
Confident of your holy presence in our midst, we lift up the prayers on the hearts of this
congregation this day (received prayer cards are read). Receive the prayers of your children,
and hold us forever in your steadfast love; through Jesus Christ, our holy Wisdom.
Amen.
*SHARING THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
OFFERING
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OFFERTORY HYMN As the Grains of Wheat (ELW 465)
*Rise on final Refrain

*OFFERING PRAYER
God of mercy and grace, the eyes of all wait upon you, and you open your hand in blessing. Fill
us with good things at your table, that we may come to the help of all in need, through Jesus
Christ, our redeemer and Lord.
Amen.
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*GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ;
who on this day overcame death and the grave,
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension,
we await his coming in glory.
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord,
and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food,
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord;
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be all honor and glory, now and forever.
Amen.
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever.
Amen.
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*INVITATION TO COMMUNION
The gifts of God for the people of God.
Come for all is now ready.
Through this meal, we know forgiveness, life, and salvation as the blessings of God’s
sacramental grace. In response to Jesus’ invitation, all are welcome to come forward and
experience the real presence of Christ in the bread and wine. Those who do not receive the
bread and wine are invited to come forward for a blessing.
Grape juice and gluten free wafers are available upon request. Communion may also be
brought back to the pews for those who are unable to come forward.
DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION
COMMUNION SONG Lamb of God
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COMMUNION HYMN Lord, Be Glorified (ELW 744)

COMMUNION HYMN God Extends an Invitation (ELW 486)

*POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
Let us pray.
Life-giving God, through this meal you have bandaged our wounds and fed us with your mercy.
Now send us forth to live for others, both friend and stranger, that all may come to know your
love. This we pray in the name of Jesus.
Amen.

15

*BLESSING
The God of peace,
Creator, ☩ Redeemer, and Sustainer,
bless you, comfort you,
and show you the path of life
this day and always.
Amen.
*SENDING SONG Oh, Praise the Gracious Power (ELW 651)

*DISMISSAL
“Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances, for this is the will of
God in Christ Jesus for you.” 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE
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The flowers on the altar today are from Janet Senka in memory of her brother, John J.
Closshey.
Assisting in worship today:
Assisting Minister: Missy Kramer
Acolyte: Ava Niklewicz
Ushers:
Offering: Olivia Claus & Nick Claus
9/4 – Emma Niklewicz & Ella Niklewicz
Attendance last week: 38 + 2 zoom
Notes for the day’s texts:
In today’s gospel reading, Jesus lifts up the mysteriously gracious and life-transforming values
of the kingdom of God. Jesus lifts up the humility required to take the lowest seat at the table,
never hoping to be invited to a place of greater honor or status. Jesus invites his followers to
practice the hospitality that offers a banquet of the finest of foods for people who cannot repay.
Jesus invites his followers to embody the kind of radical-yet-relational love of Jesus himself.
This radical love is taught by both individuals and congregations. Communities of faith by their
practices of generosity and compassion embody the love of Jesus in their communities.
Today’s Music
All Are Welcome. Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950, Music: Marty Haugen. GIA Publications, Inc.
Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service. Text: Albert F. Bayly, 1901-1984, Music: The Sacred Heart,
Philadelphia, 1844; arr. Selected Hymns, 1985. Oxford University Press (New York)
Psalm 112. Text: The New Metrical Psalter, Christopher L. Webber, © 2008. Music: CHESTERFIELD,
Thomas Haweis, 1734-1820, Public Domain.
Doxology (Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow). Text: Thomas Ken, 1637-1711. Public Domain.
As the Grains of Wheat. Text: Didache, 2nd cent.; Marty Haugen, b. 1950
Music: Marty Haugen. GIA Publications, Inc.
Lord, Be Glorified. Text: Bob Kilpatrick, b. 1952, Music: Bob Kilpatrick. Lorenz Publishing Corp.
God Extends an Invitation. Text: Miria T. Kolling; English and Spanish tr. Gerhard M. Cartford, b. 1923
Music: Miria T. Kolling. Augsburg Fortress.
Oh, Praise the Gracious Power. Text: Thomas H. Troeger, b. 1945, Music: Carol Doran, b. 1936.
Oxford University Press (New York)
Liturgy words and music taken from SundaysandSeasons.com Copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights
reserved. Reprinted with permission.
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