“But they kept asking him, “Then how were your eyes opened?” He answered,
“The maw called Jesus made mud, spread it onw my eyes, and said to-me; ‘Go-to-
Sdoowm and wash.” Then I went and washed and received my sight.”

Johwnw 9:10-11
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We are delighted to have you worship with us this morning!
Know that you are welcome here just as you are.

If you are looking for a church to call home, why not consider making this one your own? If this
is your first time worshiping at St. John, please fill out the visitor information card stapled to
your bulletin.

Everything you need to follow worship can be found in this bulletin. As you are comfortable,
please rise when there is an * and join in the congregational responses, noted in bold.
All songs are marked with numbers. The red book in the pew has all the songs. Look for the
large number in the upper corner of the page to find the correct song.

During the time of Peace, you are invited to turn to those around you and offer a word of peace
We suggest a handshake and saying, “Peace be with you.” You are also welcomed to offer
another gesture of peace (wave, fist-bump, smile, etc.). Hand sanitizer is available in each pew

At the time of Offering, you are invited to share a gift. Envelopes are available in the pews if
you prefer. Online gifts may be made using the QR code below:
OFH: 40

R

You may also offer updates to our ongoing prayer list using the yellow cards in the pews and

placing them in the offering plates. Visitor information cards and member attendance cards
(attached to the front of the bulletin) may also be placed in the offering plates.

As Lutherans, we believe Christ is truly present in the elements of the Lord’s Supper. At the
time of Holy Communion, all baptized individuals are welcome to come forward via the center
aisle, receive the elements, and return via the side aisles. We begin at the front of the right side,

commune all on the right side, then we will invite the left side forward. When you come
forward, you may receive the bread from the pastor (gluten free wafers are available), then pre-
filled cups with wine or grape juice from the assisting minister. You may consume the elements
after receiving them then place the empty cup in the tray held by the acolyte. Those who do not
receive Holy Communion are welcome to come forward for a blessing.

If you need a restroom, restrooms are located on the bottom floor at the far side of the building
from the elevator. Restrooms may be accessed either via the stairs in the rear of the sanctuary,
the stairs by the Greeting Area, or the elevator.

A playroom is available downstairs for children who need a break from the worship service.
This room is by the elevator on the lower level. An adult must remain with the child.
Children are also welcome to utilize the books and puzzles available in the Greeting Area on
the top level by the elevator.



As you prepare for worship, you are invited to fill out the blue prayer request forms located in each
pew. The cards will be collected during our hymn of the day, and prayers will be offered during
the prayers of intercession.

PRELUDE and ANNOUNCEMENTS

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

WORDS OF WELCOME

Friends in Christ, today we continue our journey through the forty days of Lent,

a journey that continues until the great Three Days of Jesus’ death and resurrection.

This journey is marked by the discipline of Lent—

self-examination and repentance, prayer and fasting, sacrificial giving and works of love—
strengthened by the gifts of word and sacrament.

*GATHERING SONG Beautiful Things (ACS 925)

1. All this pain

I wonder if I'll ever find my way?

I wonder if my life could really change at all?
Refrain

You make beautiful things

You make beautiful things out of the dust

You make beautiful things

You make beautiful things out of us

2. All this Earth

Could all that is lost ever be found?

Could a garden come up from this ground at all?
Refrain

You make beautiful things

You make beautiful things out of the dust

You make beautiful things

You make beautiful things out of us

3. All around
Hope is springing up from this old ground
Out of chaos, life is being found in You
Refrain
You make beautiful things
You make beautiful things out of the dust
You make beautiful things
You make beautiful things out of us



*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, * one God,
who forgives all our sin,

whose mercy endures forever.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin before God, who removes our guilt
and blots out all offenses.
Silence is kept for reflection.

For seeking worldly delights that deceive us and dishonor you:
Gracious God,
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For desiring self-reliance instead of hungering for your word:
Gracious God,
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For failing to recognize your coming reign,
and for hindering the work of the Spirit: Gracious God,
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For drawing from the well of self-serving ambition,
and for disdaining the living water Christ offers: Gracious God,
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For disregarding voices from the margin,

and for distrusting signs of your healing and hope in the world:
Gracious God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For dwelling in tombs of self-pity and discontent,

and for disregarding Christ’s call to come forth to life:
Gracious God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

God’s steadfast love, grace, and forgiveness abound.

Through faith, the free gift of God, you have been clothed in the righteousness of Christ.
In the name of  Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.

The Spirit of the One who raised Christ from the dead dwells in you,

pours God’s love into your hearts, and gives you life and peace.

Amen.
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray,

Bend your ear to our prayers, Lord Christ, and come among us. By your gracious life and
death for us, bring light into the darkness of our hearts, and anoint us with your Spirit,
for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: 1 Samuel 16:1-13
A reading from 1 Samuel.

' The LORD said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul? I have rejected him from
being king over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; I will send you to Jesse the
Bethlehemite, for I have provided for myself a king among his sons.” * Samuel said, “How can I
go? If Saul hears of it, he will kill me.” And the LORD said, “Take a heifer with you and say, ‘I
have come to sacrifice to the LORD.” ° Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you what you
shall do, and you shall anoint for me the one whom I name to you.” * Samuel did what the LORD
commanded and came to Bethlehem. The elders of the city came to meet him trembling and
said, “Do you come peaceably?” ° He said, “Peaceably. I have come to sacrifice to the LORD;
sanctify yourselves and come with me to the sacrifice.” And he sanctified Jesse and his sons
and invited them to the sacrifice.

®When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely his anointed is now before the
LORD.” " But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not look on his appearance or on the height of his
stature, because I have rejected him, for the LORD does not see as mortals see; they look on the
outward appearance, but the LORD looks on the heart.” ® Then Jesse called Abinadab and made
him pass before Samuel. He said, “Neither has the LORD chosen this one.” ” Then Jesse made
Shammah pass by. And he said, “Neither has the LORD chosen this one.” '’ Jesse made seven of
his sons pass before Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse, “The LORD has not chosen any of these.”
' Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all your sons here?” And he said, “There remains yet the youngest,
but he is keeping the sheep.” And Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and bring him, for we will not sit
down until he comes here.” '“ He sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy and had beautiful
eyes and was handsome. The LORD said, “Rise and anoint him, for this is the one.” '* Then
Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the presence of his brothers, and the spirit of
the LORD came mightily upon David from that day forward. Samuel then set out and went to
Ramah.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



PSALM: Psalm 23
The psalm is chanted. The refrain is sung once through by all who wish. Then the tone by which
the verses are chanted is first played by the music director, who will sing the lightly printed
verses. The congregation will chant the verses printed in bold following the same chanted tone
as the music director. The vertical line indicates the change in tone. The refrain is sung again
by all as indicated with “R”.
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You have a - noint - ed my head with oil.

' The Lorp ! is my shepherd;
I shall not ! be in want.
*The LORD makes me lie down ! in green pastures
and leads me be- ! side still waters.
*You restore my ! soul, O LORD,
and guide me along right pathways ! for your name’s sake.
“Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall | fear no evil;
for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they | comfort me. R
’You prepare a table before me in the presence | of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is | running over.
° Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days ! of my life,
and I will dwell in the house of the | LORD forever. R

SECOND READING: Ephesians 5:8-14
A reading from Ephesians.

*Once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Walk as children of light, * for the
fruit of the light is found in all that is good and right and true. '’ Try to find out what is pleasing
to the Lord. '’ Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness; rather, expose them. '” For it is
shameful even to mention what such people do secretly, '* but everything exposed by the light
becomes visible, ' for everything that becomes visible is light. Therefore it says,

“Sleeper, awake!

Rise from the dead,
and Christ will shine on you.”

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL READING: John 9:1-41
The holy gospel according to John. Glory to you, O Lord.

' As [Jesus] walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. * His disciples asked him, “Rabbi,
who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” ° Jesus answered, “Neither this
man nor his parents sinned; he was born blind so that God’s works might be revealed in him.
* We must work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is coming, when no one
can work. ° As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” © When he had said this,
he spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva and spread the mud on the man’s eyes,
’saying to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). Then he went and
washed and came back able to see. ° The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a
beggar began to ask, “Is this not the man who used to sit and beg?”” * Some were saying, “It is
he.” Others were saying, “No, but it is someone like him.” He kept saying, “I am he.” '’ But
they kept asking him, “Then how were your eyes opened?” '' He answered, “The man called
Jesus made mud, spread it on my eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.” Then I went
and washed and received my sight.” '” They said to him, “Where is he?” He said, “I do not
know.”

"> They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. ' Now it was a
Sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. '° Then the Pharisees also began to
ask him how he had received his sight. He said to them, “He put mud on my eyes. Then I
washed, and now I see.” '° Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does
not observe the Sabbath.” Others said, “How can a man who is a sinner perform such signs?”’
And they were divided. '’ So they said again to the blind man, “What do you say about him? It
was your eyes he opened.” He said, “He is a prophet.”

' The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight until they called
the parents of the man who had received his sight '’ and asked them, “Is this your son, who you
say was born blind? How then does he now see?” *’ His parents answered, “We know that this
is our son and that he was born blind, *' but we do not know how it is that now he sees, nor do
we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for himself.” ** His parents
said this because they were afraid of the Jews, for the Jews had already agreed that anyone who
confessed Jesus to be the Messiah would be put out of the synagogue. ** Therefore his parents
said, “He is of age; ask him.”
continued



**So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they said to him,
“Give glory to God! We know that this man is a sinner.” *° He answered, “I do not know
whether he is a sinner. One thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I see.” “° They said to
him, “What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?” >’ He answered them, “I have told
you already, and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also want to
become his disciples?” ** Then they reviled him, saying, “You are his disciple, but we are
disciples of Moses. *” We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not
know where he comes from.” *’ The man answered, “Here is an astonishing thing! You do not
know where he comes from, yet he opened my eyes. *' We know that God does not listen to
sinners, but he does listen to one who worships him and obeys his will. ** Never since the world
began has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a person born blind. * If this man were
not from God, he could do nothing.” ** They answered him, “You were born entirely in sins,
and are you trying to teach us?” And they drove him out.

#° Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him he said, “Do you believe
in the Son of Man?” *° He answered, “And who is he, sir? Tell me, so that I may believe in
him.” *’ Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and the one speaking with you is he.” ** He
said, “Lord, I believe.” And he worshiped him. *’ Jesus said, “I came into this world for
judgment, so that those who do not see may see and those who do see may become blind.”
*USome of the Pharisees who were with him heard this and said to him, “Surely we are not
blind, are we?” *' Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you would not have sin. But now that
you say, ‘We see, your sin remains.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ

Questions for Reflection:
« Imagine you are the disciples, seeking to understand: What hard question would you ask
Jesus about the brokenness of the world?
« Imagine you are the man, startled by this stranger: How do you feel when approached
with the possibility of change?
« Imagine you are the neighbors, encountering the man who now can see: How do you
respond when confronted by your own prejudice or presupposition?

SERMON



*HYMN OF THE DAY Faith Begins by Letting Go (ACS 1004)
(Blue prayer cards are collected during the song.)
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1 Faith be - gins by let - ting go, giv-ing up what hadseemed sure,
2 Faith en-dures by hold -ing on, keep-ing mem-’ry’s roots a - live
3 Faith ma-tures by reach-ing out, stretch-ing minds, en - larg - ing hearts,
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pil - grim - age bothright and odd, trust-ing all our life to God.
not through mer - it we pos-sess but by God’s great faith - ful - ness.
till  we find the com-mon-place ripe with wit - ness to God’s grace.

*APOSTLES’ CREED

With the whole church, let us confess our faith.
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.
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*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Reconciled by God’s mercy and sustained by God’s presence, let us pray for the world and its
needs. A brief silence.

God, our shepherd, we pray that you guide the church. Lead Christians in our community and
across the globe in right paths for your name’s sake. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

God our provider, we cry out for this planet and the life it holds. Rescue endangered animals
and plants, preserve threatened ecosystems, and save creatures from natural disasters.
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

God our sovereign, we plead for your peace on earth. Bring an end to war and violence, and
raise up leaders in governments, courts, businesses, schools, and community organizations who
seek goodness and mercy. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

God our healer, we call to you in our need. Uplift all who are made to feel unimportant and
transform the hearts of all infected by bigotry and prejudice. Care for all in special need this day
especially Geneva, Cherry, Henry, Harry, Sally, Debi, Anne, Karen, Nan, Beverly, those on our
prayer list and all who suffer in any way. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

God our friend, we praise you for the diversity of people among us. Awaken us to share and
receive the gifts we each possess, and stir up a spirit of understanding, celebration, and
welcome for all. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

God our home, we thank you for all who have died and completed their baptismal journeys.
Grant us faith to live until we too dwell in your house forever. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

God of the wilderness, we give you thanks for your overflowing, abundant mercy and your
steadfast presence. Receive the prayers of your people. (blue prayer cards are read) Draw all
things together in your love, in the name of Jesus, who leads us from death to life. Amen.

*SHARING THE PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
Let us share God’s peace with one another

You are invited to turn to those around you and offer a word of peace as we prepare to receive

God’s grace in communion. We suggest a handshake and saying, “Peace be with you.” You
are also welcome to offer another gesture of peace (wave, fist-bump, smile, etc.).

11



MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

OFFERING
You are invited to support the ministries of this congregation through gifts and prayers at
this time. Ongoing prayer requests, connection cards, communion records, and financial
gifts are collected in the plates as we remember that we offer all of ourselves to God.

OFFERTORY HYMN What God Ordains Is Good Indeed (ELW 776)
*Rise on verse 4
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2 What God or-dains is good in-deed: my light, my life, my Sav - ior!
3 What God or-dains is good in-deed. When hope secems like de - lu - sion,
4 What God or-dains is good in-deed. My Lord will nev-er fail me

QI 1 | i | 2 | | ! t
b | | D [ rad o | I
OX J[ ,;_,‘_i—}ﬁwl'—g—i i lf' 2 e
The will of God is best for me, the ground of my con- fid - ing.
No ill can get the best of me; God’s care will nev-er wa - ver
I taste the bit - ter cup and plead,“Lord, quench my fear, con - fu - sion.”
on dan-ger’spath, in deep-est need, when death in grief shall veil me.
#n — > P | I e e [ J [T | =
& e
My faith - ful God, on ev - ry road you know the way un -

Through joy and pain [ shall at - tain the dawn dis - clos - ing
God ends the night, re - stores de - light; by faith I face to -

My God so dear will draw me near, in  lov - ing arms will
Q . ’ i I f I 7
= —F — |
A\IVJ | | | | i (7]
J @ - ' '
fold - ing and my hand you are hold - ing.
clear - ly  that God has loved me dear - ly.
mor - row and yield to God all sor - row.
hold me, at last in light en - fold me.
*OFFERING PRAYER

O God, maker of heaven and earth, your steadfast love embraces all creation.

You send rain and sunshine to nourish the earth and bring forth its bounty.
Through these gifts of bread and wine, draw us into the death and life of your Son,
who calls us to bear witness to his saving work. We ask this in Jesus’ name.
Amen.
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*GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.

You call your people to cleanse their hearts

and prepare with joy for the paschal feast,

that, renewed in the gift of baptism,

we may come to the fullness of your grace.

And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father:
Endless is your mercy and eternal your reign.
You have filled all creation with life; heaven and earth are full of your glory.

We praise you for the grace shown to your people in every age:
the blessing through Abram,

the offering of water in the wilderness,

the abiding Spirit who inspires and leads us,

the words of the prophets,

and, at this end of all the ages, the gift of your Son,

who proclaimed the good news in word and deed

and was obedient to your will, even to giving his life.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

Therefore, O God, with this bread and cup we remember the life our Lord offered for us.
And, believing the witness of his resurrection, we await his coming in power

to share with us the great and promised feast.

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit, that we who share in Christ’s body and blood
may live to the praise of your glory and receive our inheritance with all your saints in light.
Amen. Come, Holy Spirit.

Join our prayers with those of your servants of every time and every place,
and unite them with the ceaseless petitions of our great high priest

until he comes as victorious Lord of all.

Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, now and forever. Amen.
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Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come to the table.
Feast on God’s goodness and mercy.

Through this meal, we know forgiveness, life, and salvation as the blessings of God’s
sacramental grace. In response to Jesus '’ invitation, all are welcome to come forward and
experience the real presence of Christ in the bread and wine. Those who do not receive the
bread and wine are invited to come forward for a blessing.

Grape juice and gluten free wafers are available upon request. Communion may also be
brought back to the pews for those who are unable to come forward.

COMMUNION SONG Lamb of God
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DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION
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COMMUNION HYMN You, Dear Lord (ELW 702)
n Refrain/ Estribillo 3
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n } L I
Y | | 1 | | | | N | 4 | comepmen |
ﬁf:‘k,—d P — ' P —F —H—
Mi co - ra - I6n es - td san - gran - do, me sien - to
1 This heart of mine is in deep an - guish. I feel so
2 This night 1 fol - low in your foot- steps, but can - not
3 We soon shall see the new day dawn-ing, shall see the
0] p——
Y | N I J— | A | | B—
F 4% I;; ) I I |  F—— | (7] IB) & P o — o o
A7 S — e S— P— —
J r — —
le - jos, le - jos de . La vi-daes tris-te si  m nos
far  off, so far from you. How sad our life, Lord, if you should
clear -1y be-hold your light.  You, Lord, must guide us through-out our
dawn-ing  of e-ter - nal lightt May we in lov -ing and peace-ful
N Refrain / Estribillo
7 I  — I o N— I I
- | T I 3 | I ﬁ al -
de - jas, si M nos de - jas so - los, sin  luz.
leave us, if  you should leave us with - out your light.
life - time, through-out our life - time to that clear light.
liv - ing be - hold to - geth-er your end-less light.
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COMMUNION HYMN I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say (ELW 332)

NO
N

) * | | | | |
1 I heard the voice  of Je-sus say, “Come un - to me and rest;
2 I heard the voice of Je-sus say, “Be-hold, I free - ly give
3 I heard the voice of Je-sus sayy, “I am this dark world’s light;
n } } il }
P A T f ' f
| | | | | |
) = I ! I I I I I ! !

lay down,O wea - ry one, lay down your head wup - on my breast.”
the liv-ing wa - ter, thirst -y one; stoop down and drink and live.”
look un - to me, your morn shall rise, and all your day be bright.”

i 1 Il
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D—c—— p—— ————— — P e — —
J | ] } ! ! ] & &
I came to Je - sus as I was, so wea - ry, worn, and sad;
I came to Je - sus,and [ drank of that life - giv - ing stream;
I looked to Je - sus,and I found in him my star, my sun;
N ; ;
| | | | | 1
[ I A T [ t : I I

— a = 7 S E—— — E—
J T r - 7 J - - -y

I found in him a rest - ing place, and he has made me glad.

a
my thirst was quenched, my soul re-vived, and now [ live in  him.
and in  that light of life I'll walk till trav-"ling days are done.

*POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

Compassionate God, you have fed us with the bread of heaven. Sustain us in our Lenten
pilgrimage: may our fasting be hunger for justice; our alms, a making of peace; and our prayer,
the song of grateful hearts, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.
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SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

*BLESSING

Receive the blessing of the holy Trinity:

God, who calls all things into existence,

Jesus Christ, who redeems us,

and the Holy Spirit, whose breath sustains creation,

++ bless you now and always.

Amen.
*SENDING SONG Be Thou My Vision (ELW 793)
Q |{‘7 |
b | | | | ——— | I | | |
[ (an Nl | I | | | | I | =D
| | | & o [ b
Y= 1 o
1 Be thou my vi - sion, O Lord of my heart;
2 Be thou my wis - dom, and thou my true word;
3 Rich-es 1 heed not, nor vain, emp - ty praise,
4 Light of my soul, af - ter vic - to - 1y won,
N |
Yy D 1 } 1 } | I
G p
) | - 1 |
naught be all else to me, save that thou art:
I ev - er with thee and thou with me, Lord.
thou mine in - her - 1 - tance, now and al - ways:
may [ reach heav - en’s joys, O  heav - en’s Sun!
0 | :
] | = ® = ek 1 I I
! | —— | ! | - | é J |
J | | =i N
i
thou my best  thought both by day and by night,
Thou my soul’s  shel - ter, and thou my high tow’r,
thou and thou on - ly, the first in  my heart,
Heart of my own heart, what - ev - er be - fall,
N |
Y D | [ | |
y AW | | P P> | | | | | |
(A Va1 | =I = = é é i I | I
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wak - ing or sleep - ing, thy pres - ence my light.
raise thou me heav’'n-ward, O Pow’r of my POW'’T.
great God of heav - en, my trea - sure thou art.
still  be my vi - sion, O Rul - er of all.
*DISMISSAL

“So then, with endurance, let us run the race that is laid out in front of us, since we have such a
great cloud of witnesses surrounding us. Let us ... fix our eyes on Jesus, faith’s pioneer and
perfecter.”

(Hebrews 12:1a, 2a)
Go in peace. Follow the way of Jesus.

Thanks be to God.
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The flowers on the altar today were supplied by Ruth Ann and John Tully in memory of
their Mother.

Assisting in worship today:
Assisting Minister: Keith C
Acolyte: Ella N
Young Reader: Ava N
Offering: Josie W and Abby C
Greeter: Ruth Ann Tully

Notes for the day’s texts:
One heresy in the early church was called Donatism. The Donatists held that the sacraments
were only efficacious if presided over by priests who were sinless. Instead, the church teaches
that it is God who does the work of the sacrament over which the called priest presides. So if
the gospel can be proclaimed through the preaching of a sinner, then we must allow for the
possibility that God’s healing may be accomplished through extraordinary means. When the
prophet Samuel is sent by God to find the new king who will replace Saul, Samuel goes through
a long line of all Jesse’s tall, strapping, competent-looking sons of appropriate age. When none
of them are chosen, finally Jesse sends for young David. All of the obvious-to-us choices were
declined in favor of a boy too young to be taken seriously. What we may see as authoritative,
respectable, and trustworthy may not always align with God.

This theme of sight runs throughout today’s texts, both in terms of how God does not see as we
see and also in Jesus’ healing of a man born blind. Jesus chooses to heal a man born blind on
the sabbath with dirt and saliva, much to the dismay of the good religious people who were
certain they knew better than to display such questionable judgment and behavior. Lent is a
time to reevaluate. Let it also be a time to examine the ways in which we do not see what God is
doing around us because we too think we know better. Bottom line: God often uses the
unexpected to accomplish redemption.

Today’s Music
Beautiful Things. Text: Michael Gungor, b. 1980, and Lisa Gungor, b. 1982, Music: Michael Gungor and Lisa Gungor. Capitol CMG Publishing.
Psalm 23. Text: The New Metrical Psalter, Christopher L. Webber, © 2008. Music: ST. THOMAS, Aaron Wiliams, 1731-1776, Public Domain.
Faith Begins by Letting Go. Text: Carl P. Daw Jr., b. 1944, Music: J. G. Werner, Choralbuch, 1815. Hope Publishing Company (ASCAP).
What God Ordains Is Good Indeed. Text: Samuel Rodigast, 1649-1708; tr. Martin A. Seltz, b. 1951, Music: Severus Gastorius, 1646-1682. Augsburg
Fortress / Public Domain.
You, Dear Lord. Text: Anonymous; tr. Fred Pratt Green, 1903-2000, Music: Gerhard M. Cartford, b. 1923. Hope Publishing Company (ASCAP) /
Public Domain.
1 Heard the Voice of Jesus Say. Text: Horatius Bonar, 1808—1889, Music: Thomas Tallis, 1505—1585. Public Domain.
Be Thou My Vision. Text: Irish, 8th cent.; vers. Eleanor H. Hull, 1860-1935, alt.; tr. Mary E. Byrne, 1880-1931, Music: Irish traditional. Public
Domain.

Liturgy words and music taken from SundaysandSeasons.com Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission.
Reprinted under One License # A-724822 and CCLI.

Next Week’s Readings
Ezekiel 37:1-14 The dry bones of Israel brought to life
Psalm 130 7 wait for you, O Lord; in your word is my hope. (Ps. 130:5)
Romans 8:6-11 Life in the Spirit
John 11:1-45 Baptismal image: the raising of Lazarus
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