“29They got up, drove him out of the town, and led him to the brow of the
hill on which their town was built, so that they might hurl him off the cliff.
he passed through the midst of them and went on his way.”

~Luke

St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church
4th Sunday after Epiphany – January 30, 2022
PO Box 411
Mars, PA 16046-0411
www.stjohnchurchmars.org
Phone: 724-625-1830
email:office@stjohnchurchmars.org
Denise Hager – Worship Leader
Maizy Fisher - Director of Music Ministries

1

30

4:29-30

But

We welcome you to St. John Lutheran Church. We are delighted to have you worship with us
this morning. Should you have no permanent church-home in this community, why not consider
making this one your own? Most elements of our service can be found in the bulletin. Those
who are able, please rise when there is an *, congregational responses are in BOLD.
HOLY COMMUNION
4th Sunday after Epiphany – January 30, 2022

The glory of God is often revealed when and where it is least expected. God uses our lips to
declare that glory, inexperienced and hesitant though they may be. God uses our love to
demonstrate that glory and so urges us to exercise it. God uses Jesus of Nazareth, water and
the word, bread and wine, to reveal God’s glory where and when God chooses. Take heed, lest
the glory of God slip through our midst unnoticed.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
In the name of the Father,
and of the ☩ Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are
hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Gracious God,
have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves into the
power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us our sins,
known and unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to
you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness of life
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive
together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins
are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may
live in your hearts through faith.
Amen.
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* GATHERING SONG Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee (ELW 836)

*GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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*KYRIE
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*CANTICLE OF PRAISE
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
Almighty and ever-living God, increase in us the gifts of faith, hope, and love; and that we
may obtain what you promise, make us love what you command, through your Son, Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

FIRST READING: Jeremiah 1:4-10
A reading from Jeremiah.
God calls Jeremiah to be a prophet and consecrates him in the womb. Jeremiah’s task is to
preach God’s word amid the difficult political realities of his time, before the Babylonian exile.
He is to make God known not only to Judah, but also to the nations.
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Now the word of the LORD came to me saying,
5
“Before I formed you in the womb I knew you,
and before you were born I consecrated you;
I appointed you a prophet to the nations.”
6
Then I said, “Ah, Lord GOD! Truly I do not know how to speak, for I am only a boy.” 7But the
LORD said to me,
“Do not say, ‘I am only a boy’;
for you shall go to all to whom I send you,
and you shall speak whatever I command you.
8
Do not be afraid of them,
for I am with you to deliver you,
says the LORD.”
9
Then the LORD put out his hand and touched my mouth; and the LORD said to me,
“Now I have put my words in your mouth.
10
See, today I appoint you over nations and over kingdoms,
to pluck up and to pull down,
to destroy and to overthrow,
to build and to plant.”
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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PSALM: Psalm 71:1-6
1

In you, O LORD, have I | taken refuge;
let me never be | put to shame.
2
In your righteousness, deliver me and | set me free;
incline your ear to | me and save me.
3
Be my strong rock, a castle to | keep me safe;
you are my crag | and my stronghold.
4
Deliver me, my God, from the hand | of the wicked,
from the clutches of the evildoer and | the oppressor. R
5
For you are my hope, | O Lord GOD,
my confidence since | I was young.
6
I have been sustained by you ever since I was born; from my mother’s womb you have |
been my strength;
my praise shall be al- | ways of you. R

SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 13:1-13
A reading from 1 Corinthians.
Christians in Corinth prided themselves on their spiritual gifts. Paul reminds them that God
gives us many gifts through the Holy Spirit, but the purpose behind all of them is love, the kind
of love that God showed us in Jesus Christ.
1

If I speak in the tongues of mortals and of angels, but do not have love, I am a noisy gong or a
clanging cymbal. 2And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and all
knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but do not have love, I am
nothing. 3If I give away all my possessions, and if I hand over my body so that I may boast, but
do not have love, I gain nothing.
4
Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful or arrogant 5or rude. It does not
insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; 6it does not rejoice in wrongdoing, but
rejoices in the truth. 7It bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.
8
Love never ends. But as for prophecies, they will come to an end; as for tongues, they will
cease; as for knowledge, it will come to an end. 9For we know only in part, and we prophesy
only in part; 10but when the complete comes, the partial will come to an end. 11When I was a
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child, I spoke like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child; when I became an adult,
I put an end to childish ways. 12For now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then we will see face to
face. Now I know only in part; then I will know fully, even as I have been fully known. 13And
now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; and the greatest of these is love.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

GOSPEL: Luke 4:21-30
The holy gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.
People in Jesus’ hometown are initially pleased when he says that God will free the oppressed.
Their pleasure turns to rage when he reminds them that God’s prophetic mission typically
pushes beyond human boundaries so that mercy and healing are extended to those regarded as
outsiders.
21

Then [Jesus] began to say to [all in the synagogue in Nazareth,] “Today this scripture has
been fulfilled in your hearing.” 22All spoke well of him and were amazed at the gracious words
that came from his mouth. They said, “Is not this Joseph’s son?” 23He said to them, “Doubtless
you will quote to me this proverb, ‘Doctor, cure yourself!’ And you will say, ‘Do here also in
your hometown the things that we have heard you did at Capernaum.’ ” 24And he said, “Truly I
tell you, no prophet is accepted in the prophet’s hometown. 25But the truth is, there were
many widows in Israel in the time of Elijah, when the heaven was shut up three years and six
months, and there was a severe famine over all the land; 26yet Elijah was sent to none of them
except to a widow at Zarephath in Sidon. 27There were also many lepers in Israel in the time of
the prophet Elisha, and none of them was cleansed except Naaman the Syrian.” 28When they
heard this, all in the synagogue were filled with rage. 29They got up, drove him out of the
town, and led him to the brow of the hill on which their town was built, so that they might hurl
him off the cliff. 30But he passed through the midst of them and went on his way.
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
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CHILDREN’S SERMON
SERMON

* HYMN OF THE DAY He Comes to Us as One Unknown (ELW 737)
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Let us confess our faith in the words of the Apostle’s Creed
APOSTLE’S CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
* The Spirit of the Lord is poured out upon us in abundance; so we are bold to pray for the
church, the world, and all that God has made.
Guide your church in the ways of faith, hope, and love. Cultivate ministries and communities
of compassion that bear witness to your enduring presence among us. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
Teach us to live in humility on the earth. Curb arrogance that leads to destruction of natural
resources and disregard for future generations. Inspire the work of scientists who urge us to
live in harmony with your creation. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
You are the refuge of all who seek hope and freedom. Accompany immigrants, refugees, and
asylum seekers who cross borders to find safety and opportunity. Embolden leaders to draft
compassionate policies on behalf of migrants and those who assist them. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
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Love bears, believes, hopes, and endures all things. Comfort with your love all who are lonely,
fearful, or brokenhearted. Sustain the hope of all those who suffer in body or spirit especially
Jeff, Larry, Bob, Katie, Marcia, Geneva, Cherry, Winnie, Chuck, Henry, George, Roy, Pastor
Storm, Karen, and Ellen, those on our prayer list, and all whom we remember aloud or in our
heart. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
Your grace falls upon young and old alike. Bless the gifts of children in this congregation and in
this community. Give us humble hearts to follow their leadership. Inspire us with their
laughter, their insight, and their curiosity. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
We praise you for those who have gone before us and now see you face to face (especially).
Abide with us in this mortal life until we rest in the arms of your neverending love. God of
grace,
hear our prayer.
God, we pray for this congregation, be with us and guide us during this time of discernment.
Fill our leaders with your wisdom. Keep us mindful of the work you would have us do. Lead us
and guide us, O Lord, continue to nurture the leadership and ministries of this congregation.
Help us to keep the focus to be about the work of your kingdom even as the search for a new
pastor continues. Bless all who have taken on extra responsibility and fill them with a sense of
your love and presence God of grace,
hear our prayer.
Since we have such great hope in your promises, O God, we lift these and all of our prayers to
you in confidence and faith; through Jesus Christ our Savior.
Amen.

*PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
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OFFERING Although I Speak with Angel's Tongue (ELW 644
*stand on verse 4

OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray.
Merciful God, as grains of wheat scattered upon the hills were gathered together to become
one bread, so let your church be gathered together from the ends of the earth into your
kingdom, for yours is the glory Let us pray.
through Jesus Christ, now and forever.
Amen.
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*GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ;
who on this day overcame death and the grave,
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

13

The bread and wine have been consecrated by Pastor David Saylor
You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God.
You are most holy,
and great is the majesty of your glory.
You so loved the world that you gave your only Son,
so that everyone who believes in him may not perish
but have eternal life.
We give you thanks for his coming into the world
to fulfill for us your holy will
and to accomplish all things for our salvation.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
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Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
*INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Taste and see that the Lord is good.
In response to Jesus’ invitation, all are welcome to come forward and experience the real
presence of Christ in the bread and wine of communion. Through this meal, we know
forgiveness, life and salvation as the blessings of God’s sacramental grace. All are invited
forward for communion or a blessing. Gluten free wafers are available.
COMMUNION
The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.
Amen.
COMMUNION SONG: O Lamb of God
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COMMUNION HYMN O Living Breath of God: Soplo de Dios viviente (ELW 407)

*POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
Let us pray.
Gracious God, in this meal you have drawn us to your heart, and nourished us at your table
with food and drink, the body and blood of Christ. Now send us forth to be your people in the
world, and to proclaim your truth this day and evermore, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord.
Amen.
*BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.
Amen.
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* SENDING SONG Go, My Children, with My Blessing (ELW 543)

*DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Remember the poor.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE
8:00 am
Assisting Minister: Matt Claus
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10:30 am
Assisting Minister: Valerie Cardinal
Attendance Last Week: 39

10:00 am
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