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We are delighted to have you worship with us this morning!
Know that you are welcome here just as you are.

If you are looking for a church to call home, why not consider making this one your own? If this
is your first time worshiping at St. John, please fill out the visitor information card stapled to
your bulletin.

Everything you need to follow worship can be found in this bulletin. As you are comfortable,
please rise when there is an * and join in the congregational responses, noted in bold.
All songs are marked with numbers. The red book in the pew has all the songs. Look for the
large number in the upper corner of the page to find the correct song.

During the time of Peace, you are invited to turn to those around you and offer a word of peace.
We suggest a handshake and saying, “Peace be with you.” You are also welcomed to offer
another gesture of peace (wave, fist-bump, smile, etc.). Hand sanitizer is available in each pew

At the time of Offering, you are invited to share a gift. Envelopes are available in the pews if
you prefer. Online gifts may be made using the QR code below:
O A0

SAiH
You may also offer updates to our ongoing prayer list using the yellow cards in the pews and

placing them in the offering plates. Guest information cards and member attendance cards
(attached to the front of the bulletin) may also be placed in the offering plates.

As Lutherans, we believe Christ is truly present in the elements of the Lord’s Supper. At the
time of Holy Communion, all baptized individuals are welcome to come forward via the center
aisle, receive the elements, and return via the side aisles. We begin at the front of the right side,

commune all on the right side, then we will invite the left side forward. When you come
forward, you may receive the bread from the pastor (gluten free wafers are available), then pre-
filled cups with wine or grape juice from the assisting minister. You may consume the elements
after receiving them then place the empty cup in the tray held by the acolyte. Those who do not
receive Holy Communion are welcome to come forward for a blessing.

If you need a restroom, restrooms are located on the bottom floor at the far side of the building
from the elevator. Restrooms may be accessed either via the stairs in the rear of the sanctuary,
the stairs by the Greeting Area, or the elevator.

A playroom is available downstairs for children who need a break from the worship service.
This room is by the elevator on the lower level. An adult must remain with the child.
Children are also welcome to utilize the books and puzzles available in the Greeting Area on

the top level by the elevator.
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As you prepare for worship, you are invited to fill out the blue prayer request forms located in each
pew. The cards will be collected during our hymn of the day, and prayers will be offered during the
prayers of intercession.

PRELUDE
ANNOUNCEMENTS

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, whose compassion endures forever. Amen.

Let us confess our sin to God. Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate God, we confess to you all our sins.
Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves.
In your mercy, call us back to you.

Your yoke is easy and your burden is light.
Restore us to dwell in your peace.

In Christ’s name we pray, Amen.

We hear a word of forgiveness



*GATHERING HYMN God is Here! (ELW 526)

0 ; ; .
) A— , f f T | : | —
y 4N | | | | | | 1}
O T B s S e s s
J - &5 & LI o =
I God is here! As we your  peo - ple meet to of - fer
2 Here are sym-bols to re - mind us of our life - long
3 Here our chil-dren find a wel - come  in the Shep - herd’s
4 Lord of all, of church and king-dom, in an age of
0 . :
) — ; | f | I
bo 3 F 7 r e ied
N e g J T
praise and prayer, may we find in full - er mea-sure
need of grace; here are ta - ble, font, and pul - pit;
flock and fold; here as bread and wine are tak - en,
change and doubt, keep us faith-ful to the gos - pel;
0 .
A — I i N | i I n : I i |
Gr— e —————
J ¥ T Se L 4 - 7} L 4
what it is in Christ we  share. Here, as in the
here the cross has cen - tral place. Here in hon - es -
Christ sus - tains us as of old. Here the ser - vants
help us work  your pur - pose out. Here, in this day’s
p— K- . i T f — i
Go or P J 4 4 FTF P oo
J | T (— |
world a - round us, all our var - ied skills and arts
ty of preach-ing, here in si - lence, as in  speech,
of the  Ser - vant seek in wor - ship to ex - plore
ded - 1 - ca - tion, all we have to  give, re - ceive;
—— e e e e s —
(O e e i e e e e e e e
J T e 4 L ' < <
wait the com-ing of the Spir - it in - to o - pen minds and hearts.
here, in new-ness and re-new - al, God the Spir-it comes to each.
what it meansin dai -ly liv-ing to be - lieve and to a - dore.
we, who can-not live with-out you, we a - dore you! We be - lieve!
*GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with

you.



*CANTICLE OF PRAISE
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What is the Prayer of the Day?

*PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. O God, you direct our lives by your grace, and your words of justice and
mercy reshape the world. Mold us into a people who welcome your word and serve one
another, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: Genesis 22:1-14

Abraham was prepared to obey God’s command amid extreme contradiction: the child to be
sacrificed is the very child through whom Abraham is to receive descendants. God
acknowledged Abraham’s obedient faith, and Abraham offered a ram in the place of his son
Isaac.

A reading from Genesis.
'God tested Abraham. He said to him, “Abraham!” And he said, “Here I am.” > He said, “Take
your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah and offer him there
as a burnt offering on one of the mountains that I shall show you.” * So Abraham rose early in
the morning, saddled his donkey, and took two of his young men with him and his son Isaac; he
cut the wood for the burnt offering and set out and went to the place in the distance that God
had shown him. # On the third day Abraham looked up and saw the place far away. > Then
Abraham said to his young men, “Stay here with the donkey; the boy and I will go over there;
we will worship, and then we will come back to you.” ® Abraham took the wood of the burnt
offering and laid it on his son Isaac, and he himself carried the fire and the knife. And the two
of them walked on together. ” Isaac said to his father Abraham, “Father!” And he said, “Here I
am, my son.” He said, “The fire and the wood are here, but where is the lamb for a burnt
offering?” ® Abraham said, “God himself will provide the lamb for a burnt offering, my son.”
And the two of them walked on together.

® When they came to the place that God had shown him, Abraham built an altar there and
laid the wood in order. He bound his son Isaac and laid him on the altar on top of the
wood. ' Then Abraham reached out his hand and took the knife to kill his son. !! But the angel
of the Lord called to him from heaven and said, “Abraham, Abraham!” And he said, “Here 1
am.”!'? [The angel] said, “Do not lay your hand on the boy or do anything to him, for now I
know that you fear God, since you have not withheld your son, your only son, from me.”!* And
Abraham looked up and saw a ram, caught in a thicket by its horns. Abraham went and took the
ram and offered it up as a burnt offering instead of his son. '* So Abraham called that place
“The Lord will provide,” as it is said to this day, “On the mount of the Lord it shall be
provided.”

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



PSALM: 13
We will read the Psalm responsively. The leader will read the light verses, the congregation is
invited to read the darker printed verses together.

'How long, O Lord? Will you forget me forever?
How long will you hide your face from me?

2 How long shall I have perplexity in my mind, and grief in my heart, day after day?
How long shall my enemy triumph over me?

3 Look upon me and answer me, O Lord my God; give light to my eyes, lest I sleep in death;

“lest my enemy say, “I have defeated you,” and my foes rejoice that I have fallen.

>But I trust in your unfailing love; my heart is joyful because of your saving help.

T will sing to the Lord, who has dealt with me richly.

SECOND READING: Romans 6:12-23

Sin is an enslaving power which motivates us to live self-serving, disobedient lives. Sin’s final
payoff is death. We, however, have been set free from sin’s slavery to live obediently under
God’s grace, whose end is the free gift of eternal life.

A reading from Romans.

"2 Do not let sin reign in your mortal bodies, so that you obey their desires. '* No longer present
your members to sin as instruments of unrighteousness, but present yourselves to God as those
who have been brought from death to life, and present your members to God as instruments of
righteousness. '* For sin will have no dominion over you, since you are not under law but under
grace.

' What then? Should we sin because we are not under law but under grace? By no means!
'“Do you not know that, if you present yourselves to anyone as obedient slaves, you are slaves
of the one whom you obey, either of sin, which leads to death, or of obedience, which leads to
righteousness? '’ But thanks be to God that you who were slaves of sin have become obedient
from the heart to the form of teaching to which you were entrusted '* and that you, having been
set free from sin, have become enslaved to righteousness. '’ T am speaking in human terms
because of your limitations. For just as you once presented your members as slaves to impurity
and lawlessness, leading to even more lawlessness, so now present your members as slaves to
righteousness, leading to sanctification.

*“When you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness. °' So what fruit did
you then gain from the things of which you now are ashamed? The end of those things is death.
** But now that you have been freed from sin and enslaved to God, the fruit you have leads to
sanctification, and the end is eternal life. >’ For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God
is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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*GOSPEL READING: Matthew 10:40-42
When Jesus sends his disciples out as missionaries, he warns them of persecution and hardships
they will face. He also promises to reward any who aid his followers and support their ministry.

The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said to the twelve:] *’ “Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and whoever welcomes
me welcomes the one who sent me. *' Whoever welcomes a prophet in the name of a prophet
will receive a prophet’s reward, and whoever welcomes a righteous person in the name of a
righteous person will receive the reward of the righteous, * and whoever gives even a cup of
cold water to one of these little ones in the name of a disciple—truly I tell you, none of these
will lose their reward.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

CHILDREN’S SERMON

SERMON



*HYMN OF THE DAY All Are Welcome (ELW 641)
(Blue prayer cards are collected)
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*APOSTLES’ CREED
Let us confess our faith in the words of the Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen.
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*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Gathered together by the Holy Spirit, let us pray for the church and the needs of the world. 4
brief silence for reflection

Faithful God, establish your church to offer welcome and proclaim your peace. Nourish us so
we can proclaim your hope to the world. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

Creator God, bring life to places experiencing drought, deforestation, and pollution. Help us to
cultivate and care for the natural world around us. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

Loving God, bring an end to conflict and division. Sustain the work of prophets in our time, and
work through world leaders to foster understanding, justice, and peace. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

Provider God, give your children what they need physically, emotionally, and spiritually. We
Pray especially Geneva, Cherry, Henry, Harry, Sally, Debi, Karen, Nan, Beverly those on our
prayer list, all whom we remember aloud or in our hearts and all who suffer in any way.
Bless caregivers as they show God’s hospitality through their generous service. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

Living God, lead us from death to life. Inspire new ministries and endeavors, renew established
ones, and strengthen our welcoming presence to our neighbors. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

Eternal God, we remember the faithful departed of this community and of the wider church and
world. We give thanks for saints of all times and places. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

Renewing God, you hear our every prayer, spoken and unspoken, those we can verbalize and
those we do not yet have the words to name. We lift the prayers of the people gathered in this
space, (blue prayer cards are offered), and those we quietly entrust to you from the silence of
our hearts. We commend our prayers to you, O God, through Jesus our Savior. Amen.

*PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.

And also with you.

Let us share the peace of Christ with one another.

You are invited to turn to those around you and offer a word of peace. We suggest a
handshake and saying, “Peace be with you.” You are also welcome to offer another gesture of
peace (wave, fist-bump, smile, etc.). Hand sanitizer is available in each pew.

12



MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ

COLLECTION OF THE OFFERING
You are invited to share a gift to support the ministries of this congregation during the
following song. Envelopes are available in the pews if you prefer. Ongoing prayer requests,
connection cards, and communion records are also collected in the offering plates.

OFFERTORY HYMN We Give Thee but Thine Own (ELW 686) *Rise on verse 4
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all that we have is thine a - lone, a trust, O Lord, from thee.
and glad -ly, as thou bless-est us, to thee our first- fruits give.
to teach the way of life and peace—it s a Christ-like thing.
what-e’er we do for thine, O Lord, we do it un - to thee.

*OFFERING PRAYER
Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take heart in you and share

freely of your love, so that all creation can taste your abundance.
We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. Amen.
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*GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,

through our Savior Jesus Christ;

who on this day overcame death and the grave,

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,

heaven and earth are full of your glory.

In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor,

and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension,
we await his coming in glory.

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord,

and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food,
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord;

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,

be all honor and glory, now and forever.

Amen.

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen
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*INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Heaven has come near. Come, share in the feast!

Taste and see that the Lord is good. This meal is for you.
Thanks be to God!

Through this meal, we know forgiveness, life, and salvation as the blessings of God’s
sacramental grace. In response to Jesus " invitation, all baptized individuals are welcome
to come forward and experience the real presence of Christ in the bread and wine. Those
who do not receive the bread and wine are invited to come forward for a blessing.

Grape juice and gluten free wafers are available upon request. Communion may also be
brought back to the pews for those who are unable to come forward.

COMMUNION SONG Lamb of God
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COMMUNION HYMN A4s We Gather at Your Table (ELW 522)
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teach us through this ho-ly ban-quet how to make Love'svic - try known.
may we still  be - hold your im-age in the world you died to save.
as we join with saintsand an-gels to re- peat the sound-ing joy.

COMMUNION HYMN Bread of Life, Our Host and Meal (ELW 464)
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I Bread of life, our host and meal, Je - sus, feed us.
2 Bread now break and wine now pour, Je - sus, feed us.
3 Grant for - give-ness in the feast— Je - sus, feed us—
4 Thank you for this gift we share. Je - sus, feed us.
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Christ, by faith, to see and feel, feed us with your love.
Make us one, our hope re - store; feed us with your Ilove.
for the great - est and the least; feed us with your Ilove.
Save God’s chil - dren ev - ’ry - where; feed us with your love.

*POST-COMMUNION BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and preserve you in grace.
Amen
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*POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled with the
abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, may share your love
freely, as you have shared with us. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit
nourishing us now and forever. Amen.

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

*BLESSING
Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, * one God, bless, heal, and hold you today and always. Amen.

*SENDING SONG On Our Way Rejoicing (ELW 537)
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1 On our way re - joic - ing glad - ly let us £0.
2 Un - to God the Fa - ther joy - ful songs we sing;
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Christ our Lord has con - quered; van - quished is  the foe.
un - to God the Sav - ior thank - ful hearts we bring;
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Christ with - out, our safe - ty; Christ with - in, our Joy;
un - to God the Spir - it bow we and a - dore,
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who, if we be faith - ful, can our hope de - stroy?
on our way tre - joic - ing now and ev - er - more.
Refrain
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On our way re - joic - ing; as we for - ward  move,
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hear-ken to our prais - es, O blest God of love!
*DISMISSAL

Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news! Thanks be to God.
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The flowers on the altar were supplied by Deb and Jeff Martin in celebration of their Wedding
Anniversary.

Assisting in worship today:
Assisting Minister: Casey S.
Acolyte: Volunteer
Offering: Volunteers
Attendance last week: 52 + livestream

Notes for the day’s texts:

Though we may prefer to think of God giving us lives of joy and ease, a full life in Christ also
includes sorrow and grief. To the extent we are willing to acknowledge God’s presence in every
circumstance, our faith becomes integrated and sustainable through a lifetime.

The texts for today offer a survey of faith-full moments for the people of God, from arguably the
most disturbing story in all our scriptures (Genesis 22) to the proclamation of God’s everlasting
faithfulness (Psalm 13).

Does our worship avoid faithful lament?

Marked by transformation as clear and life and death (Romans 6), the disciple naturally embodies the
gospel of Jesus Christ. Like it or not, this includes moments of sadness, grief, and betrayal that were
very much a part of Jesus’ faithful journey. If our lives are identified with Christ, disciples can name
both joys and sorrows as dimensions of Christ’s story and purpose.

The greatest challenge of faith for most Christians is the moment of suffering, so this day invites us to
practice faithful lament. In an age of denial when difficult things are swept under the rug, we may
resist the idea that God wants anything to do with suffering. Our scriptures, however, ensure we do
not avoid earth-bound realities. The psalmist wails a prayer in faith that not only laments
abandonment by God but also confesses God’s steadfast love (Psalm 13). The story of Abraham and
Isaac haunts our imaginations when we expect God to make life easy.

Worship calls us to faithfully lament as well as praise. Let today be a service of full-hearted
proclamation of the depths of life in Christ.

Today’s Music
God is Here! ext: Fred Pratt Green, 1903-2000, Music: Cyril V. Taylor, 1907-1991. Hope Publishing Company (ASCAP).
All Are Welcome. Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950, Music: Marty Haugen. GIA Publications, Inc.
We Give Thee but Thine Own. Text: William W. How, 1823-1897, alt., Music: L. Mason and G. Webb, Cantic Lauda, 1850. Public Domain.
As We Gather at Your Table. Text: Carl P. Daw Jr., b. 1944, Music: Oude en Nieuwe Hollantse Boerenlities en Contradansen, 1710; arr. Julius
Rontgen, 1855-1932. Hope Publishing Company (ASCAP) /Public Domain.
Bread of Life, Our Host and Meal. Text: Ray Makeever, b. 1943; Rusty Edwards, b. 1955, Music: Ray Makeever; arr. Rusty Edwards. Hope
Publishing Company (ASCAP).
On Our Way Rejoicing. Text: John S. B. Monsell, 1811-1875, alt., Music: Frances R. Havergal, 1836—1879. Public Domain.
Liturgy words and music taken from SundaysandSeasons.com Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted with
permission. Reprinted under One License - A-724822 and CCLI.

Next Week’s Readings
Genesis 24:34-38, 42-49, 58-67 The marriage of Isaac and Rebekah
Psalm 45:10-17 God has anointed you with the oil of gladness. (Ps. 45:7)
Romans 7:15-25a The struggle within the self
Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30 The yoke of discipleship
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