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We welcome you to St. John Lutheran Church. We are delighted to have you worship with us
this morning. Should you have no permanent church-home in this community, why not consider
making this one your own? Most elements of our service can be found in the bulletin. Those
who are able, please rise when there is an *, congregational responses are in BOLD.
HOLY COMMUNION
Palm/Passion Sunday – April 10, 2022

PRELUDE
All are invited to gather in front of the church or in the narthex, as able, for the reading of the Processional Gospel and
the Blessing of Palms.
*GREETING
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

PROCESSIONAL GOSPEL: Luke 19:28-40
The holy gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.
28

After he had said this, [Jesus] went on ahead, going up to Jerusalem.
29
When he had come near Bethphage and Bethany, at the place called the Mount of Olives, he sent
two of the disciples, 30saying, “Go into the village ahead of you, and as you enter it you will find tied
there a colt that has never been ridden. Untie it and bring it here. 31If anyone asks you, ‘Why are you
untying it?’ just say this, ‘The Lord needs it.’ ” 32So those who were sent departed and found it as he
had told them. 33As they were untying the colt, its owners asked them, “Why are you untying the
colt?” 34They said, “The Lord needs it.” 35Then they brought it to Jesus; and after throwing their cloaks
on the colt, they set Jesus on it. 36As he rode along, people kept spreading their cloaks on the road.
37
As he was now approaching the path down from the Mount of Olives, the whole multitude of the
disciples began to praise God joyfully with a loud voice for all the deeds of power that they had seen,
38
saying,
“Blessed is the king
who comes in the name of the Lord!
Peace in heaven,
and glory in the highest heaven!”
39
Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, order your disciples to stop.” 40He
answered, “I tell you, if these were silent, the stones would shout out.”
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

*BLESSING

OF THE PALMS
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.
We praise you, O God,
for redeeming the world through our Savior Jesus Christ.
Today he entered the holy city in triumph
and was proclaimed messiah and king
by those who spread garments and branches along his way.
Bless these branches and those who carry them.
Grant us grace to follow our Lord in the way of the cross,
so that, joined to his death and resurrection,
we enter into life with you;
through the same Jesus Christ,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
Amen.
*PROCESSIONAL

HYMN #344 - All Glory, Laud, and Honor
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY

As we now enter into the contemplation of the passion of our Lord Jesus Christ and meditate on the
salvation of the world through his sufferings, death, burial, and resurrection, let us pray.
Everlasting God, in your endless love for the human race you sent our Lord Jesus Christ to take on
our nature and to suffer death on the cross. In your mercy enable us to share in his obedience to
your will and in the glorious victory of his resurrection, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

FIRST READING: Isaiah 50: 4-9a
The image of the servant of the Lord is one of the notable motifs in the book of Isaiah. Today’s
reading describes the mission of the servant, whom early Christians associated with Jesus. Like
Jesus, the servant does not strike back at his detractors but trusts in God’s steadfast love.
4
The Lord GOD has given me
the tongue of a teacher,
that I may know how to sustain
the weary with a word.
Morning by morning he wakens—
wakens my ear
to listen as those who are taught.
5
The Lord GOD has opened my ear,
and I was not rebellious,
I did not turn backward.
6
I gave my back to those who struck me,
and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard;
I did not hide my face
from insult and spitting.
7
The Lord GOD helps me;
therefore I have not been disgraced;
therefore I have set my face like flint,
and I know that I shall not be put to shame;
8
he who vindicates me is near.
Who will contend with me?
Let us stand up together.
Who are my adversaries?
Let them confront me.
9a
It is the Lord GOD who helps me;
who will declare me guilty?
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 31:9-16
9

Have mercy on me, O LORD, for I | am in trouble;
my eye is consumed with sorrow, and also my throat | and my belly.
10
For my life is wasted with grief, and my | years with sighing;
my strength fails me because of affliction, and my bones | are consumed.
11
I am the scorn of all my enemies, a disgrace to my neighbors, a dismay to | my
acquaintances;
when they see me in the street | they avoid me.
12
Like the dead I am forgotten, | out of mind;
I am as useless as a | broken pot. R
13
For I have heard the whispering of the crowd; fear is | all around;
they put their heads together against me; they plot to | take my life.
14
But as for me, I have trusted in | you, O LORD.
I have said, “You | are my God.
15
My times are | in your hand;
rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who | persecute me.
16
Let your face shine up- | on your servant;
save me in your | steadfast love.” R
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SECOND READING: Philippians 2:5-11
A reading from Philippians.
5

Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus,
6
who, though he was in the form of God,
did not regard equality with God
as something to be exploited,
7
but emptied himself,
taking the form of a slave,
being born in human likeness.
And being found in human form,
8
he humbled himself
and became obedient to the point of death—
even death on a cross.
9
Therefore God also highly exalted him
and gave him the name
that is above every name,
10
so that at the name of Jesus
every knee should bend,
in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
11
and every tongue should confess
that Jesus Christ is Lord,
to the glory of God the Father.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Christ humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death—even death | on a cross.
Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above | every
name. (Phil. 2:8-9)

GOSPEL: Luke 22:14--23:56
REFLECTION

* HYMN OF THE DAY There in God’s Garden (ELW 342) VS. 1,2,5&6
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Let us confess our faith in the words of the Nicene Creed
NICENE CREED
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,*
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

* PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Drawn close to the heart of God, we offer these prayers for the church, the world, and all
who are in need.
We pray for the church, called to follow Jesus in the way of the cross. Make us unflinching
servants of the gospel. Deliver us from hardship as we confront the forces of injustice and
practice radical compassion. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
For the earth and all its inhabitants, created in love: Train us to recognize your divine
goodness in the world around us. Rouse in us a reverence for creation, that we take
greater care of its resources. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
For those in positions of authority called to lead with integrity and compassion: Supply
them with courage and vulnerability when challenged with new ideas. Deliver them from
fear that limits imagination and impedes justice. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
For those who suffer, waiting expectantly for mercy and consolation: Accompany those
who feel abandoned or betrayed, defend those who are wrongly accused, and embrace
those who are incarcerated or detained. Heal those who are ill (especially). Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
For Christians around the world, preparing this week to journey with Jesus to the cross:
Reveal to us once again the earthshaking power of humble service, unmerited forgiveness,
and sacrificial love. Lead us all from death to life. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
We remember those who have died (especially Mikael Agricola and . . .), who were
commended into your hands. Remember us when you come into your kingdom, and
prepare a place for each of us with you in paradise. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
Accept the prayers we bring, O God, on behalf of a world in need, for the sake of Jesus
Christ.
Amen.
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PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
OFFERING HYMN Beneath the Cross of Jesus (ELW 338)
*rise on verse 3

OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray.
Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from the earth and nourish your whole
creation. Turn our hearts toward those who hunger in any way, that all may know your care; and
prepare us now to feast on the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

*GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ,
whose suffering and death gave salvation to all.
You gather your people around the tree of the cross,
transforming death into life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God.
You are most holy,
and great is the majesty of your glory.
You so loved the world that you gave your only Son,
so that everyone who believes in him may not perish
but have eternal life.
We give you thanks for his coming into the world
to fulfill for us your holy will
and to accomplish all things for our salvation.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

Remembering, therefore, his salutary command,
his life-giving passion and death, his glorious resurrection and ascension,
and the promise of his coming again,
we give thanks to you, O Lord God Almighty,
not as we ought but as we are able;
we ask you mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving
and with your Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants,
and these your own gifts of bread and wine,
so that we and all who share in the body and blood of Christ
may be filled with heavenly blessing and grace,
and, receiving the forgiveness of sin,
may be formed to live as your holy people
and be given our inheritance with all your saints.
To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
be all honor and glory in your holy church, now and forever.
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Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
FIRST HOLY COMMUNION
Come to the banquet, for all is now ready.
The children taking First Holy Communion are:
Eva Knauf, Ava Niklewicz, Anna Kramer, Olivia Claus, Nicholas Claus and Olivia Murray
The families and the children taking their first communion are to all take communion
together before the rest of the congregation.
DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION
COMMUNION SONG : Lamb of God

COMMUNION HYMN Jesus, Remember Me (Taizé) (ELW 616)
Sing throughout Communion

*POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
Let us pray.
We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing power of
this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you and in
fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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* SENDING SONG Were You There (ELW 353)

*BLESSING
Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit,
bless you now and forever.
Amen.
*DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Remember the poor.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

The flowers on the alter today are from Jim and Denise Hager in celebration of the
children receiving their First Holy Communion.

Assisting in worship:
Assisting Minister: Martha Ward
Acolyte: Emma Niklewicz
Ushers: John and Ruth Ann Tully
Offering: Ava Niklewicz and Anna Kramer
Attendance Last Week: 66 + 4 zoom
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