‘Tesus said to-her, “Yowr brother will rise again.” Mawtho said to-himy “I know
that he will rise again in the reswrrection onwthe last day.” Jesus said to-her, “I
amv the resuwrection and the life. Those who-believe inv me; evenv though they
die, will live, and, everyone who-lives and believes inv me will never die.”

Johuww 11:23-26
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We are delighted to have you worship with us this morning!
Know that you are welcome here just as you are.

If you are looking for a church to call home, why not consider making this one your own? If this
is your first time worshiping at St. John, please fill out the visitor information card stapled to
your bulletin.

Everything you need to follow worship can be found in this bulletin. As you are comfortable,
please rise when there is an * and join in the congregational responses, noted in bold.
All songs are marked with numbers. The red book in the pew has all the songs. Look for the
large number in the upper corner of the page to find the correct song.

During the time of Peace, you are invited to turn to those around you and offer a word of peace
We suggest a handshake and saying, “Peace be with you.” You are also welcomed to offer
another gesture of peace (wave, fist-bump, smile, etc.). Hand sanitizer is available in each pew

At the time of Offering, you are invited to share a gift. Envelopes are available in the pews if
you prefer. Online gifts may be made using the QR code below:
OFH: 40

R

You may also offer updates to our ongoing prayer list using the yellow cards in the pews and

placing them in the offering plates. Visitor information cards and member attendance cards
(attached to the front of the bulletin) may also be placed in the offering plates.

As Lutherans, we believe Christ is truly present in the elements of the Lord’s Supper. At the
time of Holy Communion, all baptized individuals are welcome to come forward via the center
aisle, receive the elements, and return via the side aisles. We begin at the front of the right side,

commune all on the right side, then we will invite the left side forward. When you come
forward, you may receive the bread from the pastor (gluten free wafers are available), then pre-
filled cups with wine or grape juice from the assisting minister. You may consume the elements
after receiving them then place the empty cup in the tray held by the acolyte. Those who do not
receive Holy Communion are welcome to come forward for a blessing.

If you need a restroom, restrooms are located on the bottom floor at the far side of the building
from the elevator. Restrooms may be accessed either via the stairs in the rear of the sanctuary,
the stairs by the Greeting Area, or the elevator.

A playroom is available downstairs for children who need a break from the worship service.
This room is by the elevator on the lower level. An adult must remain with the child.
Children are also welcome to utilize the books and puzzles available in the Greeting Area on
the top level by the elevator.



As you prepare for worship, you are invited to fill out the blue prayer request forms located in each

pew. The cards will be collected during our hymn of the day, and prayers will be offered during
the prayers of intercession.

PRELUDE and ANNOUNCEMENTS

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

WORDS OF WELCOME

Friends in Christ, today we continue our journey through the forty days of Lent,
a journey that continues until the great Three Days of Jesus’ death and resurrection.
This journey is marked by the discipline of Lent—

self-examination and repentance, prayer and fasting, sacrificial giving and works of love—
strengthened by the gifts of word and sacrament.

*GATHERING SONG Christ, the Life of All the Living (ELW 339)
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*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, * one God,
who forgives all our sin,

whose mercy endures forever.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin before God, who removes our guilt
and blots out all offenses.
Silence is kept for reflection.

For seeking worldly delights that deceive us and dishonor you:
Gracious God,
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For desiring self-reliance instead of hungering for your word:
Gracious God,
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For failing to recognize your coming reign,
and for hindering the work of the Spirit: Gracious God,
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For drawing from the well of self-serving ambition,
and for disdaining the living water Christ offers: Gracious God,
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For disregarding voices from the margin,

and for distrusting signs of your healing and hope in the world:
Gracious God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For dwelling in tombs of self-pity and discontent,

and for disregarding Christ’s call to come forth to life:
Gracious God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

God’s steadfast love, grace, and forgiveness abound.

Through faith, the free gift of God, you have been clothed in the righteousness of Christ.
In the name of  Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.

The Spirit of the One who raised Christ from the dead dwells in you,

pours God’s love into your hearts, and gives you life and peace.

Amen.
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray,

Almighty God, your Son came into the world to free us all from sin and death. Breathe
upon us the power of your Spirit, that we may be raised to new life in Christ and serve you
in righteousness all our days, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: Ezekiel 37:1-14
A reading from Ezekiel.

' The hand of the LORD came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the LORD and set
me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. * He led me all around them; there were
very many lying in the valley, and they were very dry. * He said to me, “Mortal, can these bones
live?” I answered, “O Lord Gob, you know.” * Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones
and say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of the LORD. ° Thus says the Lord GoD to these
bones: I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. °I will lay sinews on you and will
cause flesh to come upon you and cover you with skin and put breath in you, and you shall live,
and you shall know that I am the LORD.”

’So I prophesied as I had been commanded, and as I prophesied, suddenly there was a noise,
a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. *I looked, and there were sinews on
them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them, but there was no breath in
them. ” Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath:
Thus says the Lord GoD: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain,
that they may live.” '’ I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and
they lived and stood on their feet, a vast multitude.

' Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, ‘Our
bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.” '* Therefore prophesy and
say to them: Thus says the Lord GOD: I am going to open your graves and bring you up from
your graves, O my people, and I will bring you back to the land of Israel. '* And you shall know
that I am the LORD when I open your graves and bring you up from your graves, O my people.
“T will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place you on your own soil; then
you shall know that I, the LORD, have spoken and will act, says the LORD.”

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



PSALM: Psalm 130

The psalm is chanted. The refrain is sung once through by all who wish. Then the tone by which
the verses are chanted is first played by the music director, who will sing the lightly printed
verses. The congregation will chant the verses printed in bold following the same chanted tone
as the music director. The vertical line indicates the change in tone. The refrain is sung again
by all as indicated with “R”.
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I wait for you, O Lorp; inyour word is my hope.

"Out ! of the depths
I cry to ! you, O LORD;
>0 LORD, | hear my voice!
Let your ears be attentive to the voice of my | supplication.
If you were to keep watch | over sins,
O Lorp, | who could stand?
“Yet with you ! is forgiveness,
in order that you | may be feared. R
° T wait for you, O LORD; | my soul waits;
in your word ! is my hope.
° My soul waits for the Lord more than those who keep watch ! for the morning,
more than those who keep watch ! for the morning.
7O Israel, wait for the LORD, for with the LORD there is | steadfast love;
with the LORD there is plen- | teous redemption.
* For the LORD shall ' redeem Israel
from | all their sins. R

SECOND READING: Romans 8:6-11
A reading from Romans.

*©To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. ' For
this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law—
indeed, it cannot, ® and those who are in the flesh cannot please God.

’ But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you.
Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. '’ But if Christ is in you,
then the body is dead because of sin, but the Spirit is life because of righteousness. '' If the
Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ Jesus from the
dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL READING: John 11:1-47a (CEB)
The holy gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.

A certain man, Lazarus, was ill. He was from Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister
Martha. (> This was the Mary who anointed the Lord with fragrant oil and wiped his feet with
her hair. Her brother Lazarus was ill.) 3 So the sisters sent word to Jesus, saying, “Lord, the one
whom you love is ill.”

4 When he heard this, Jesus said, “This illness isn’t fatal. It’s for the glory of God so that
God’s Son can be glorified through it.” 3 Jesus loved Martha, her sister, and Lazarus. ® When he
heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed where he was. After two days, 7 he said to his
disciples, “Let’s return to Judea again.”

8 The disciples replied, “Rabbi, the Jewish opposition wants to stone you, but you want to
go back?”

? Jesus answered, “Aren’t there twelve hours in the day? Whoever walks in the day doesn’t
stumble because they see the light of the world. ! But whoever walks in the night does stumble
because the light isn’t in them.”

'He continued, “Our friend Lazarus is sleeping, but I am going in order to wake him up.”

12The disciples said, “Lord, if he’s sleeping, he will get well.” 13 They thought Jesus meant
that Lazarus was in a deep sleep, but Jesus had spoken about Lazarus’ death.

14 Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus has died. !* For your sakes, I’'m glad I wasn’t there so
that you can believe. Let’s go to him.”

16 Then Thomas (the one called Didymus) said to the other disciples, “Let us go too so that
we may die with Jesus.”

1"When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb for four
days. '3 Bethany was a little less than two miles from Jerusalem. ' Many Jews had come to
comfort Martha and Mary after their brother’s death. 2 When Martha heard that Jesus was
coming, she went to meet him, while Mary remained in the house. *! Martha said to Jesus,
“Lord, if you had been here, my brother wouldn’t have died. 2 Even now I know that whatever
you ask God, God will give you.”

23 Jesus told her, “Your brother will rise again.”

24 Martha replied, “I know that he will rise in the resurrection on the last day.”

8



25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me will live,
even though they die. 26 Everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe
this?”

27 She replied, “Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Christ, God’s Son, the one who is
coming into the world.”

28 After she said this, she went and spoke privately to her sister Mary, “The teacher is here
and he’s calling for you.” 2 When Mary heard this, she got up quickly and went to Jesus. 3 He
hadn’t entered the village but was still in the place where Martha had met him. 3! When the Jews
who were comforting Mary in the house saw her get up quickly and leave, they followed her.
They assumed she was going to mourn at the tomb.

32 When Mary arrived where Jesus was and saw him, she fell at his feet and said, “Lord, if
you had been here, my brother wouldn’t have died.”

33 When Jesus saw her crying and the Jews who had come with her crying also, he was
deeply disturbed and troubled. 3 He asked, “Where have you laid him?”

They replied, “Lord, come and see.”

35 Jesus began to cry. 3 The Jews said, “See how much he loved him!” 37 But some of them
said, “He healed the eyes of the man born blind. Couldn’t he have kept Lazarus from dying?”

38 Jesus was deeply disturbed again when he came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone
covered the entrance. *° Jesus said, “Remove the stone.”

Martha, the sister of the dead man, said, “Lord, the smell will be awful! He’s been dead
four days.”

40 Jesus replied, “Didn’t I tell you that if you believe, you will see God’s glory?” 4! So they
removed the stone. Jesus looked up and said, “Father, thank you for hearing me. 4*I know you
always hear me. I say this for the benefit of the crowd standing here so that they will believe
that you sent me.” ¥* Having said this, Jesus shouted with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come
out!” * The dead man came out, his feet bound and his hands tied, and his face covered with a
cloth. Jesus said to them, “Untie him and let him go.”

45 Therefore, many of the Jews who came with Mary and saw what Jesus did believed in
him. 46 But some of them went to the Pharisees and told them what Jesus had done.

4T Then the chief priests and Pharisees called together the council and said, “What are we
going to do?

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ

Questions for Reflection:
« Imagine you are Jesus, receiving the news of his friend’s illness: How do you pray when
those you love suffer?
« Imagine you are Martha, confronting Jesus about his absence: When have you been angry
with God?
« Imagine you are Martha, responding to Jesus: What sustains your faith in times of grief or
sorrow?
SERMON



*HYMN OF THE DAY Jesus is a Rock in a Weary Land (ELW 333)
(Blue prayer cards are collected during the song.)
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*APOSTLES’ CREED
With the whole church, let us confess our faith.
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the
dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.
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*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Reconciled by God’s mercy and sustained by God’s presence, let us pray for the world and its
needs. A brief silence.

We pray for the church. Grant life and peace to all who gather in your name. Breathe into us so
that we may share your message of forgiveness, hope, and love. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

We pray for creation. Renew landscapes that have dried up, prosper the work of those who
restore homes and habitats after natural disasters, and sustain places where biodiversity thrives.
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

We pray for the nations. Unbind leaders trapped by fear to act boldly for justice, free all who
live in places of war and violence, and guide refugees and asylum seekers to safety.
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

We pray for all people in need. Take away the stone of poverty that weighs down so many.
Console any who weep and heal all who are sick especially Geneva, Cherry, Henry, Harry,
Sally, Debi, Anne, Karen, Nan, Beverly, those on our prayer list, all whom we remember aloud
or in our hearts and all who suffer in any way. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

We pray for this assembly. Ready the hearts and spirits of all preparing to be baptized. Deepen
our wonder at the mystery of your resurrection and life. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

We offer our thanksgiving for all people who have died in faith. Give us faith to trust in your
power to redeem and save, and bring us up from our graves to life in you. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

God of the wilderness, we give you thanks for your overflowing, abundant mercy and your
steadfast presence. Receive the prayers of your people. (blue prayer cards are read) Draw all
things together in your love, in the name of Jesus, who leads us from death to life. Amen.

*SHARING THE PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
Let us share God’s peace with one another

You are invited to turn to those around you and offer a word of peace as we prepare to receive

God’s grace in communion. We suggest a handshake and saying, “Peace be with you.” You
are also welcome to offer another gesture of peace (wave, fist-bump, smile, etc.).
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MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

OFFERING
You are invited to support the ministries of this congregation through gifts and prayers at
this time. Ongoing prayer requests, connection cards, communion records, and financial
gifts are collected in the plates as we remember that we offer all of ourselves to God.

OFFERTORY HYMN O God, Who Gives Us Life (ACS 1086)
*Rise on verse 4
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*OFFERING PRAYER

O God, maker of heaven and earth, your steadfast love embraces all creation.

You send rain and sunshine to nourish the earth and bring forth its bounty.
Through these gifts of bread and wine, draw us into the death and life of your Son,
who calls us to bear witness to his saving work. We ask this in Jesus’ name.

Amen.

12



*GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.

You call your people to cleanse their hearts

and prepare with joy for the paschal feast,

that, renewed in the gift of baptism,

we may come to the fullness of your grace.

And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father:
Endless is your mercy and eternal your reign.
You have filled all creation with life; heaven and earth are full of your glory.

We praise you for the grace shown to your people in every age:
the blessing through Abram,

the offering of water in the wilderness,

the abiding Spirit who inspires and leads us,

the words of the prophets,

and, at this end of all the ages, the gift of your Son,

who proclaimed the good news in word and deed

and was obedient to your will, even to giving his life.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

Therefore, O God, with this bread and cup we remember the life our Lord offered for us.
And, believing the witness of his resurrection, we await his coming in power

to share with us the great and promised feast.

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit, that we who share in Christ’s body and blood
may live to the praise of your glory and receive our inheritance with all your saints in light.
Amen. Come, Holy Spirit.

Join our prayers with those of your servants of every time and every place,
and unite them with the ceaseless petitions of our great high priest

until he comes as victorious Lord of all.

Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, now and forever. Amen.
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Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come to the table.
Feast on God’s goodness and mercy.

Through this meal, we know forgiveness, life, and salvation as the blessings of God’s
sacramental grace. In response to Jesus '’ invitation, all are welcome to come forward and
experience the real presence of Christ in the bread and wine. Those who do not receive the
bread and wine are invited to come forward for a blessing.

Grape juice and gluten free wafers are available upon request. Communion may also be
brought back to the pews for those who are unable to come forward.

COMMUNION SONG Lamb of God
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world; grant us  peace, grant us  peace.

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION
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COMMUNION HYMN Sometimes Our Only Song Is Weeping (ACS 1050)
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wak - en to join God’s song that nev-er dies.
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COMMUNION HYMN Seed That in Earth Is Dying (ELW 330)

1 Seed that in earth is dying
grows into ears of grain.
Grapes that are crushed in the vessel
turn into golden wine.
God, through this mystery grant us
faith in our deepest darkness,
life in our night and death.

2 We were baptized in Jesus,
into his death and grave,
to resurrection's promise:
praise and eternal life.
Heaven's own praises begin here
where you yourself are near us,
deep in our night and death.

3 Seed that in earth is dying
rises to bear much fruit.
Christ, as we meet at your table,
give us the bread of life.
Lord, we do thank and adore you!
Unceasing praise of the ages
rises from night and death.

*POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
Compassionate God, you have fed us with the bread of heaven. Sustain us in our Lenten
pilgrimage: may our fasting be hunger for justice; our alms, a making of peace; and our prayer,
the song of grateful hearts, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

SENDING

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

*BLESSING

Receive the blessing of the holy Trinity:

God, who calls all things into existence,

Jesus Christ, who redeems us,

and the Holy Spirit, whose breath sustains creation,
- bless you now and always.

Amen.
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*SENDING SONG Through the Night of Doubt and Sorrow (ELW 327)

=1 — 3 31

9 e e : i - f  —

’ e e e o s o s

g } 3 Y~ ] i ] |
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pil - grim step - ping fear - less through the  night.
for - ward, one the hope our God in - spires.

Fa - ther reigns in love for - ev - er - more.
shad - ows, and the end of toil and gloom.
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*DISMISSAL

“So then, with endurance, let us run the race that is laid out in front of us, since we have such a
great cloud of witnesses surrounding us. Let us ... fix our eyes on Jesus, faith’s pioneer and
perfecter.” (Hebrews 12:1a, 2a)

Go in peace. Follow the way of Jesus. Thanks be to God

Assisting in worship today:
Assisting Minister: Keith C
Acolyte: Carissa M
Offering: Lydia M and Cate S
Greeter: Ruth Ann Tully

Last Week’s Attendance: 57 + 5 zoom

Notes for the day’s texts:

Hope overcomes despair for God’s people: this is the message of the readings for today. The
hope of new life is evident in the story of “dry bones” from Ezekiel. The children of Israel
declare their hope is lost. The prophet’s experience in the valley of dry bones inspires him to
preach renewed hope to the people. Psalm 130 sings of hope in God and God’s word. The work
of God’s Spirit gives hope of new life in Paul’s letter to the church at Rome. The Gospel of
John tells the hope-filled story of the raising of Lazarus from the dead. The gospel gives us
encouraging words to sustain us through the approaching despair of Christ’s passion and brings
us to the fulfillment of hope on Easter. Martha’s wistful words to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been
here. . . . But even now I know that God will give you whatever you ask of him” (John 11:21-
22), reflect the hope of God’s people in the face of despair, even in the face of death.

Today’s Music
Christ, the Life of All the Living. Text: Emst Christoph Homburg, 1605—-1681; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827—-1878, alt., Music: Das grosse
Cantional, Darmstadt, 1687. Public Domain.
Psalm 130. Text: The New Metrical Psalter, Christopher L. Webber, © 2008. Music: ST. THOMAS, Aaron Wiliams, 1731-1776, Public Domain.
Jesus Is a Rock in a Weary Land. Text: African American spiritual, Music: African American spiritual. Public Domain / Wyatt Tee Walker.
O God, Who Gives Us Life. Text: Carl P. Daw Jr., b. 1944, Music: English melody; arr. Arthur S. Sullivan, 1842-1900. Hope Publishing Company
(ASCAP).
Sometimes Our Only Song Is Weeping. Text: Adam M. L. Tice, b. 1979, Music: North American traditional. GIA Publications, Inc.
Seed That in Earth Is Dying. Text: Svein Ellingsen, b. 1929; tr. Hedwig T. Durnbaugh, b. 1929, Music: Harald Herresthal, b. 1944. Augsburg
Fortress / Norsk Musikforlag.
Through the Night of Doubt and Sorrow. Text: Bernhardt S. Ingemann, 1789-1862; tr. Sabine Baring-Gould, 1834—1924, alt., Music: Thomas J.
Williams, 1869—1944; arr. Richard W. Hillert, 1923-2010. Public Domain / CPH Publishing (SESAC).
Liturgy words and music taken from SundaysandSeasons.com Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission.
Reprinted under One License # A-724822 and CCLL

Next Week’s Readings
Isaiah 50:4-9a The servant of the Lord submits to suffering
Psalm 31:9-16 Into your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit. (Ps. 31:5)
Philippians 2:5-11 Humbled to the point of death on a cross
Matthew 21:1-11 Jesus enters Jerusalem
Matthew 26:14—27:66 The passion of the Lord
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