“24If a kingdom is divided against itself, that kingdom cannot stand. 25And if a house
is divided against itself, that house will not be able to stand. ”

-Mark 3:24-25

St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church
2nd Sunday after Pentecost – June 6, 2021
PO Box 411
Mars, PA 16046-0411
www.stjohnchurchmars.org
Phone: 724-625-1830
email:office@stjohnchurchmars.org
Denise Hager, Worship Leader
Maizy Fisher, Director of Music Ministries
1

We welcome you to St. John Lutheran Church. We are delighted to have you worship with us
this morning. Should you have no permanent church-home in this community, why not consider
making this one your own? Most elements of our service can be found in the bulletin. Those
who are able, please rise when there is an *, congregational responses are in bold. In order to
participate fully in worship you are encouraged to softly sing behind your mask the hymns
and liturgical music. Please place your offering and attendance cards in the baskets by the
doors.
HOLY COMMUNION
nd
2 Sunday in Pentecost – June 6, 2021
A house divided against itself cannot stand. Jesus makes this observation in light of charges
that he is possessed. He is possessed, not by a demon, but by the Holy Spirit. We who have
received the Holy Spirit through baptism have been joined to Christ’s death and resurrection
and knit together in the body of Christ. Those with whom we sing and pray this day are Jesus’
family. With them we go forth in peace to do the will of God.
PRELUDE: Praeludium in G – J.S. Bach
ANNOUNCEMENTS
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
the God of manna,
the God of miracles,
the God of mercy.
Amen.
Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance,
let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.
God, our provider,
help us.
It is hard to believe there is enough to share.
We question your ways when they differ from the ways
of the world in which we live.
We turn to our own understanding
rather than trusting in you.
We take offense at your teachings and your ways.
Turn us again to you.
Where else can we turn?
Share with us the words of eternal life
and feed us for life in the world. Amen.
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Beloved people of God:
in Jesus, the manna from heaven,
you are fed and nourished.
By Jesus, the worker of miracles,
there is always more than enough.
Through Jesus, ☩ the bread of life,
you are shown God’s mercy:
you are forgiven and loved into abundant life.
Amen.
*GATHERING HYMN #768 – Lead Me, Guide Me
Refrain
Lead me, guide me, along the way;
for if you lead me, I cannot stray.
Lord, let me walk each day with thee.
Lead me, O Lord, lead me.

2 Help me tread in the paths of
righteousness,
be my aid when Satan and sin oppress.
I am putting all my trust in thee.
Lead me, O Lord, lead me.

1 I am weak and I need thy strength and
pow’r
to help me over my weakest hour.
Help me through the darkness thy face to
see.
Lead me, O Lord, lead me.

3 I am lost if you take your hand from me,
I am blind without thy light to see.
Lord, just always let me thy servant be.
Lead me, O Lord, lead me.

*GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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*GLORY TO GOD
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
All-powerful God, in Jesus Christ you turned death into life and defeat into victory.
Increase our faith and trust in him, that we may triumph over all evil in the strength of
the same Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
CHILDREN’S SERMON
FIRST READING: Genesis 3:8-15
Immediately after Adam and Eve eat the forbidden fruit, they hide from God. Neither takes
responsibility for their sin, instead blaming each other, the snake, and even God. The curse on
the snake was understood as a messianic prophecy by the early church, who associated Eve’s
“offspring” with Christ.
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[Adam and Eve] heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden at the time of the
evening breeze, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God
among the trees of the garden.9But the LORD God called to the man, and said to him, “Where
are you?” 10He said, “I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was
naked; and I hid myself.” 11He said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from
the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?” 12The man said, “The woman whom you gave
to be with me, she gave me fruit from the tree, and I ate.” 13Then the LORD God said to the
woman, “What is this that you have done?” The woman said, “The serpent tricked me, and I
ate.” 14The LORD God said to the serpent,
“Because you have done this,
cursed are you among all animals
and among all wild creatures;
upon your belly you shall go,
and dust you shall eat
all the days of your life.
15
I will put enmity between you and the woman,
and between your offspring and hers;
he will strike your head,
and you will strike his heel.”
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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PSALM 130 Read responsively
1
Out | of the depths
I cry to | you, O LORD;
2
O LORD, | hear my voice!
Let your ears be attentive to the voice of my | supplication.
3
If you were to keep watch | over sins,
O LORD, | who could stand?
4
Yet with you | is forgiveness,
in order that you | may be feared. R
5
I wait for you, O LORD; | my soul waits;
in your word | is my hope.
6
My soul waits for the Lord more than those who keep watch | for the morning,
more than those who keep watch | for the morning.
7
O Israel, wait for the LORD, for with the LORD there is | steadfast love;
with the LORD there is plen- | teous redemption.
8
For the LORD shall | redeem Israel
from | all their sins. R
SECOND READING: 2 Corinthians 4: 13—5:1
Life in the present is transitory and cannot compare with the eternal home God has prepared
for us. So we do not despair no matter what life might bring because we know that as God
raised Jesus from the dead, God promises to bring us into eternal life.
13
Just as we have the same spirit of faith that is in accordance with scripture —“I believed, and
so I spoke”—we also believe, and so we speak, 14because we know that the one who raised the
Lord Jesus will raise us also with Jesus, and will bring us with you into his presence. 15Yes,
everything is for your sake, so that grace, as it extends to more and more people, may increase
thanksgiving, to the glory of God.
16
So we do not lose heart. Even though our outer nature is wasting away, our inner nature is
being renewed day by day. 17For this slight momentary affliction is preparing us for an eternal
weight of glory beyond all measure, 18because we look not at what can be seen but at what
cannot be seen; for what can be seen is temporary, but what cannot be seen is eternal.
5:1
For we know that if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we have a building from God, a
house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

*GOSPEL READING: Mark 3:20-35
The holy gospel according to Mark.
Glory to you, O Lord.
In response to charges that he is possessed, Jesus wonders aloud how anyone who is demonpossessed can cast out demons. Those who do the will of God are possessed by the Holy Spirit,
siblings of Christ.
[Jesus went home;] 20and the crowd came together again, so that [Jesus and the
disciples] could not even eat. 21When his family heard it, they went out to restrain him, for
people were saying, “He has gone out of his mind.” 22And the scribes who came down from
Jerusalem said, “He has Beelzebul, and by the ruler of the demons he casts out demons.” 23And
he called them to him, and spoke to them in parables, “How can Satan cast out Satan? 24If a
kingdom is divided against itself, that kingdom cannot stand. 25And if a house is divided against
itself, that house will not be able to stand. 26And if Satan has risen up against himself and is
divided, he cannot stand, but his end has come. 27But no one can enter a strong man’s house and
plunder his property without first tying up the strong man; then indeed the house can be
plundered.
28
“Truly I tell you, people will be forgiven for their sins and whatever blasphemies they
utter; 29but whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit can never have forgiveness, but is guilty
of an eternal sin”—30for they had said, “He has an unclean spirit.”
31
Then his mother and his brothers came; and standing outside, they sent to him and called
him. 32A crowd was sitting around him; and they said to him, “Your mother and your brothers
and sisters are outside, asking for you.” 33And he replied, “Who are my mother and my
brothers?” 34And looking at those who sat around him, he said, “Here are my mother and my
brothers! 35Whoever does the will of God is my brother and sister and mother.”
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON
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*HYMN OF THE DAY #504 – A Mighty Fortress is Our God

APOSTLE’S CREED
Let us confess our faith in the words of the Apostle’s Creed.
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
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On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Let us come before the triune God in prayer.
God of wholeness, we pray for believers all over the globe. Unify us in service of the gospel,
that we may work together as beloved siblings to share your love with all.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
God of the cosmos, we pray for creation; the gardens, waterways and creatures near to us and
diverse forms of life that remain unseen. Teach us to treat the natural world with reverence,
seeking restoration when human divisions have caused harm to your beloved creation.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
God of all people, we pray for harmony among the nations. Cast out from us unclean spirits of
greed and fear, that we may work in solidarity with one another for the common good.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
God of abundance, we pray for those who are oppressed or in any need. Encourage those who
have begun to lose heart. Strengthen and renew us with your Spirit, especially Katie, Marcia,
Geneva, Cherry, Winnie, Sally, Chuck, Henry, Harry, Roy, Ruth, Pastor Storm, Bill, Karen, and
Ellen, for those on our prayer list, and all whom we remember aloud or in our hearts.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
God of righteousness, we pray for this holy house of worship. Set our gaze upon things eternal,
that in thanksgiving for your mercy, we may extend grace to more and more people.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Loving God, be with us and guide us during this time of discernment. Fill our leaders with your
wisdom. Keep us mindful of the work you would have us do. Lead us and guide us, O Lord, to
be about the work of your kingdom even as the search for a new pastor continues. Bless all who
have taken on extra responsibility and fill them with a sense of your love and presence. We pray
in your Son’s name, Jesus Christ our Lord. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
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God of the ages, in your goodness you have sent us faithful witnesses for every time and place.
We give you thanks for those saints who now rest in your eternal mercy.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your abiding grace.
Amen.
*PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
OFFERING
*OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray.
God of all creation,
all you have made is good,
and your love endures forever.
You bring forth bread from the earth and fruit from the vine.
Nourish us with these gifts,
that we might be for the world
signs of your gracious presence in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
*GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ;
who on this day overcame death and the grave,
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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The bread and wine have been consecrated by Pastor David Saylor.
Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor,
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord,
and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food,
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord;
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be all honor and glory, now and forever. Amen.
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen
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*INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Christ has set the table with more than enough for all.
Come!
In response to Jesus’ invitation, all are welcome to come forward and experience the real
presence of Christ in the bread and wine of communion. Through this meal, we know
forgiveness, life and salvation as the blessings of God’s sacramental grace. Come forward by
family to receive the elements, please keep your masks on and maintain at least six feet distance
from those ahead of you. Gluten free wafers are available. When you have received the
elements, proceed to the small table and then remove your mask to consume them. Replace your
mask and return to your seats.
COMMUNION
The body and blood of Chris are given and shed for you. Amen.
COMMUNION SONG: Lamb of God

*COMMUNION HYMN #483 - Here is Bread
1 Here is bread, here is wine,
Christ is with us, he is with us.
Break the bread, taste the wine,
Christ is with us here.
Refrain
In this bread there is healing,
In this cup is life forever.
In this moment, by the Sprit,
Chris is with us here.

2 Here is grace, here is peace,
Christ is with us, he is with us.
Know his grace, find his peace,
Feast on Jesus here.
3 Here we are, joined in one,
Christ is with us, he is with us.
We’ll proclaim until he comes
Jesus crucified.
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*POST-COMMUNION BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in grace.
Amen.
*POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
Let us pray.
Jesus, Bread of life,
we have received from your table
more than we could ever ask.
As you have nourished us in this meal,
now strengthen us to love the world with your own life.
In your name we pray.
Amen.
*BLESSING
The blessing of the living God,
Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit,
surround and sustain you,
keep you from harm,
and fill you with courage.
Amen.
*SENDING SONG #860 – Jesus Lifted Me

*DISMISSAL
Go in peace. You are the body of Christ.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE: Fuga in G – J.S. Bach
The altar flowers this week are given by Cindy & Dave Knauff in honor of our graduates.
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9:00 am
Assisting Minister:
Christine Dishong
Communion Assistant:
Acolyte:
Attendance Last Week:
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