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We are delighted to have you worship with us this morning!  

Know that you are welcome here just as you are. 

If you are looking for a church to call home, why not consider making this one your own? If this 

is your first time worshiping at St. John, please fill out the visitor information card stapled to 

your bulletin. 

 

Everything you need to follow worship can be found in this bulletin. As you are comfortable, 

please rise when there is an * and join in the congregational responses, noted in bold.  

All songs are marked with numbers. The red book in the pew has all the songs. Look for the 

large number in the upper corner of the page to find the correct song. 

 

During the time of Peace, you are invited to turn to those around you and offer a word of peace. 

We suggest a handshake and saying, “Peace be with you.” You are also welcomed to offer 

another gesture of peace (wave, fist-bump, smile, etc.). Hand sanitizer is available in each pew. 

 

At the time of Offering, you are invited to share a gift. Envelopes are available in the pews if 

you prefer. Online gifts may be made using the QR code below: 

 
You may also offer updates to our ongoing prayer list using the yellow cards in the pews and 

placing them in the offering plates. Guest information cards and member attendance cards 

(attached to the front of the bulletin) may also be placed in the offering plates. 

 

As Lutherans, we believe Christ is truly present in the elements of the Lord’s Supper. At the 

time of Holy Communion, all baptized individuals are welcome to come forward via the center 

aisle, receive the elements, and return via the side aisles. We begin at the front of the right side, 

commune all on the right side, then we will invite the left side forward. When you come 

forward, you may receive the bread from the pastor (gluten free wafers are available), then pre-

filled cups with wine or grape juice from the assisting minister. You may consume the elements 

after receiving them then place the empty cup in the tray held by the acolyte. Those who do not 

receive Holy Communion are welcome to come forward for a blessing.  

 

If you need a restroom, restrooms are located on the bottom floor at the far side of the building 

from the elevator. Restrooms may be accessed either via the stairs in the rear of the sanctuary, 

the stairs by the Greeting Area, or the elevator.  

A playroom is available downstairs for children who need a break from the worship service. 

This room is by the elevator on the lower level. An adult must remain with the child.  

Children are also welcome to utilize the books and puzzles available in the Greeting Area on 

the top level by the elevator. 
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As you prepare for worship, you are invited to fill out the blue prayer request forms located in each 

pew. The cards will be collected during our hymn of the day, and prayers will be offered during the 

prayers of intercession. 

 

PRELUDE and ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

PSALM: Psalm 106:1-6 

 1 Hallelujah! Give thanks to the LORD, for the LORD is good, 

  for God’s mercy endures forever. 

 2 Who can declare the mighty acts of the LORD 

  or proclaim in full God’s praise?  

 3 Happy are those who act with justice 

  and always do what is right. 

 4 Remember me, O LORD, with the favor you have for your people, 

  and visit me with your salvation; 

 5 that I may see the prosperity of your elect and be glad with the gladness of your people, 

  that I may glory with your inheritance. 

 6 We have sinned as our forebears did; 

  we have done wrong and dealt wickedly.  

 

But God’s mercy endures forever, so let us confess our sin,  

trusting that we are justified by grace through faith. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

Compassionate God, 

we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness in the world and in our own hearts. 

Creation groans from overuse. Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships. 

Indifference keeps us from seeking justice.  

Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine love to others. 

Turn our hearts back to you. Restore our world and reconcile us to one another. 

Renew us to live as your holy people, following the way of Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

All you saints and sinners, this good news is for you: 

When everything else changes, God’s love is steadfast and sure, and nothing can ever separate 

you from the love of God. We have peace with God through Jesus Christ, in whom and through 

whom your sins are forgiven and you are freed to love the world as we have been loved. Amen. 
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*GATHERING HYMN God Extends an Invitation (ELW 486) 

(sing several times through) 

 

*GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 
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*CANTICLE OF PRAISE Glory to God (ELW 163) 
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray. Lord of the feast, you have prepared a table before all peoples and poured out 

your life with abundance. Call us again to your banquet. Strengthen us by what is 

honorable, just, and pure, and transform us into a people of righteousness and peace, 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 
 

FIRST READING: Exodus 32:1-14 

After Israel sinned by worshiping the golden calf, Moses interceded with God to spare Israel, 

lest the Egyptians conclude that God had evil intents in the exodus. Moses reminds God of the 

promises God made to Israel’s matriarchs and patriarchs. 
 

A reading from Exodus. 
1 When the people saw that Moses delayed to come down from the mountain, the people 

gathered around Aaron and said to him, “Come, make gods for us, who shall go before us; as 

for this Moses, the man who brought us up out of the land of Egypt, we do not know what has 

become of him.” 2 Aaron said to them, “Take off the gold rings that are on the ears of your 

wives, your sons, and your daughters and bring them to me.” 3 So all the people took off the 

gold rings from their ears and brought them to Aaron. 4 He took these from them, formed them 

in a mold, and cast an image of a calf, and they said, “These are your gods, O Israel, who 

brought you up out of the land of Egypt!” 5 When Aaron saw this, he built an altar before it, and 

Aaron made a proclamation and said, “Tomorrow shall be a festival to the LORD.” 6 They rose 

early the next day and offered burnt offerings and brought sacrifices of well-being, and the 

people sat down to eat and drink and rose up to revel. 

  7 The LORD said to Moses, “Go down at once! Your people, whom you brought up out of the 

land of Egypt, have acted perversely; 8 they have been quick to turn aside from the way that I 

commanded them; they have cast for themselves an image of a calf and have worshiped it and 

sacrificed to it and said, ‘These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of the land of 

Egypt!’ ” 9 The LORD said to Moses, “I have seen this people, how stiff-necked they are. 10 Now 

let me alone so that my wrath may burn hot against them and I may consume them, and of you I 

will make a great nation.” 

  11 But Moses implored the LORD his God and said, “O LORD, why does your wrath burn hot 

against your people, whom you brought out of the land of Egypt with great power and with a 

mighty hand? 12 Why should the Egyptians say, ‘It was with evil intent that he brought them out 

to kill them in the mountains and to consume them from the face of the earth’? Turn from your 

fierce wrath; change your mind and do not bring disaster on your people. 13 Remember 

Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, your servants, how you swore to them by your own self, saying to 

them, ‘I will multiply your descendants like the stars of heaven, and all this land that I have 

promised I will give to your descendants, and they shall inherit it forever.’ ” 14 And the LORD 

changed his mind about the disaster that he planned to bring on his people. 
 

The word of the Lord.  

Thanks be to God. 
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SECOND READING: PHILIPPIANS 4:1-9 

Though writing from prison and facing an uncertain future, Paul calls on the Philippians to 

rejoice and give thanks to God no matter what the circumstance. God’s peace is with us and 

binds together our hearts and minds in Jesus Christ, especially when things around us do not 

seem peaceful. 

 

A reading from Philippians: 

 
1 My brothers and sisters, whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, stand firm in the Lord 

in this way, my beloved. 

  2 I urge Euodia and I urge Syntyche to be of the same mind in the Lord. 3 Yes, and I ask you 

also, my loyal companion, help these women, for they have struggled beside me in the work of 

the gospel, together with Clement and the rest of my coworkers, whose names are in the book 

of life. 

  4 Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 5 Let your gentleness be known to 

everyone. The Lord is near. 6 Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and 

supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 7 And the peace of 

God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 

  8 Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, 

whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence and 

if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things. 9 As for the things that you have 

learned and received and heard and noticed in me, do them, and the God of peace will be with 

you. 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW 172) 
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*GOSPEL READING: Matthew 22:1-14 

Jesus tells a parable indicating that the blessings of God’s kingdom are available to all, but the 

invitation is not to be taken lightly. 

 

The holy gospel according to Matthew.  

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

1 Once more Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying: 2 “The kingdom of heaven may be 

compared to a king who gave a wedding banquet for his son. 3 He sent his slaves to call those 

who had been invited to the wedding banquet, but they would not come. 4 Again he sent other 

slaves, saying, ‘Tell those who have been invited: Look, I have prepared my dinner, my oxen 

and my fat calves have been slaughtered, and everything is ready; come to the wedding 

banquet.’ 5 But they made light of it and went away, one to his farm, another to his business, 
6 while the rest seized his slaves, mistreated them, and killed them. 7 The king was enraged. He 

sent his troops, destroyed those murderers, and burned their city. 8 Then he said to his slaves, 

‘The wedding is ready, but those invited were not worthy. 9 Go therefore into the main streets, 

and invite everyone you find to the wedding banquet.’ 10 Those slaves went out into the streets 

and gathered all whom they found, both good and bad, so the wedding hall was filled with 

guests. 

  11 “But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who was not wearing 

a wedding robe, 12 and he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you get in here without a wedding 

robe?’ And he was speechless. 13 Then the king said to the attendants, ‘Bind him hand and foot, 

and throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ 
14 For many are called, but few are chosen.” 

 

The gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 

 

SERMON 
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*HYMN OF THE DAY There Is a Longing in Our Hearts (ACS 1078) 

(Blue prayer cards are collected) 

 
 

*APOSTLES’ CREED 

Let us confess our faith in the words of the Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,  

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  

Seeking the Spirit of God who makes all things new, we pray for the church and the world. 

 (A brief silence.) 

Holy God, we remember your promise of unity on your holy mountain. Empower the World 

Council of Churches and all those working across religious difference, that the world may know 

your undivided love. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

We remember your promise of green pastures and quiet waters. Preserve all places of natural 

beauty and restore our relationship with the land. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

We remember your promise to not abandon us amid storm and disaster. Renew all communities 

facing disasters and give your courage to those leading relief efforts. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

We remember your promise to wipe away every tear. Heal and console all who are sick or 

suffering especially Geneva, Cherry, Henry, Harry, Sally, Debi, Karen, Nan, Beverly, Reed 

those on our prayer list, all whom we remember aloud or in our hearts and all who suffer in any 

way. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

We remember your promise of a banquet open to all people. Challenge this congregation to 

open wide our doors and welcome everyone to the table. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

We remember your promise to swallow up death forever. We give thanks for those who have 

gone before us. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

God of all, we pray that you guide us in your will as we lift these prayers to you. We pray for 

the joys and concerns on the hearts of your people gathered together this morning, especially we 

pray for (blue prayer cards are read). God of mercy, trusting in your promise of life, we entrust 

those we have named, what we have forgotten in this time, and whatever else you see that we 

need into your keeping. We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 

PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.  

Let us share the peace of Christ with one another. 

You are invited to turn to those around you and offer a word of peace. We suggest a 

handshake and saying, “Peace be with you.” You are also welcome to offer another gesture of 

peace (wave, fist-bump, smile, etc.). Hand sanitizer is available in each pew. 

 

MEAL 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ 

COLLECTION OF THE OFFERING  

You are invited to share a gift to support the ministries of this congregation during the 

following song. Envelopes are available in the pews if you prefer. Ongoing prayer requests, 

connection cards, and communion records are also collected in the offering plates. 
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HYMN DURING THE COLLECTION OF THE OFFERING  

Spirit of Gentleness (ELW 396) 
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*OFFERTORY Let the Vineyards (ELW 182) 

 
 

*OFFERING PRAYER 

God of creation, you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly. All blessings are from 

you; make us generous with what we have. Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts in 

service to you and in love to our neighbors, today and always. Amen. 

 

*GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you.  

And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts.  

We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; 

who on this day overcame death and the grave, 

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. 

You are most holy, and great is the majesty of your glory. 

You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, 

so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but have eternal life. 

  

We give you thanks for his coming into the world 

to fulfill for us your holy will 

and to accomplish all things for our salvation. 

  

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, 

we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

  

Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, 

his life-giving passion and death, his glorious resurrection and ascension, 

and the promise of his coming again, 

we give thanks to you, O Lord God Almighty, 

not as we ought but as we are able; 

we ask you mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving 

and with your Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants, 

and these your own gifts of bread and wine, 

so that we and all who share in the body and blood of Christ 

may be filled with heavenly blessing and grace, 

and, receiving the forgiveness of sin, 

may be formed to live as your holy people 

and be given our inheritance with all your saints. 

  

To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 

be all honor and glory in your holy church, now and forever. 

Amen. 
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So we pray, joining our voices with the cloud of witnesses with whom we approach the table of 

grace 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen 
 

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

The gifts of creation for God’s beloved creatures. Come and share. This meal is for you.  

Thanks be to God! 

Through this meal, we know forgiveness, life, and salvation as the blessings of God’s 

sacramental grace. In response to Jesus’ invitation, all baptized individuals are welcome 

to come forward and experience the real presence of Christ in the bread and wine. Those 

who do not receive the bread and wine are invited to come forward for a blessing. 

Grape juice and gluten free wafers are available upon request. Communion may also be 

brought back to the pews for those who are unable to come forward. 
 

COMMUNION SONG Lamb of God (ELW 198) 
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COMMUNION HYMN United at the Table (ELW 498) 
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OMMUNION HYMN Bread of Life, Our Host and Meal (ELW 464) 

 
 

*POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and preserve you in grace.  

Amen 

 

*POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

Sustaining God, with your bread and cup, you nourish us with mercy and abundant life. 

By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world. Make us living signs of your 

liberation, healing, and love, following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray. 

Amen. 

 

SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
 

*BLESSING 

May Creator God root you deep in grace, 

Creating God stand with you in strength and shine through you with grace and mercy,  

Creative God nourish you and sustain you in hope, 

May God the three-in-one, one-in-three,  

of whom, through whom, and in whom we have our being, 

bless you now and always. Amen.  
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*SENDING SONG Sent Forth by God’s Blessing (ELW 547) 

 
 

DISMISSAL 

Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace. 

Thanks be to God. 
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The flowers on the alter today were supplied by John Tully in celebration of the United 

States Navy’s 251st birthday. 

 
Assisting in worship today:   

Assisting Minister: Dawn S 

Young Reader: Abby C 

Acolyte: Anna K 

Offering: Ava N and Ella N 

 

Notes for the day’s texts: 
An average wedding in North America can easily cost tens of thousands of dollars—or more! From 

the venue to flowers to food, invitations to music to photos, formal wear to centerpieces to officiants, 

getting married is not cheap. 

In today’s gospel Jesus tells a parable about a wedding invitation, a banquet, and God’s grace. Jesus 

teaches about a king who ultimately invites all people to a wedding banquet. At first this parable 

seems to portray a wide open and gracious invitation to a wedding celebration. However, by the end it 

is hard not to feel sorry for the poor guy who gets a last-minute invitation but gets thrown out for not 

wearing the correct wedding duds! Again, getting married is not cheap—but neither is grace. 

Receiving God’s grace changes people. As Dietrich Bonhoeffer taught, God’s grace is not cheap; it 

comes at a great cost upon the cross. Once we receive this costly grace, our lives are never the same. 

This grace compels us to act and calls us to bear fruit with our lives, sharing this grace with others. 

To continue to live in the same way after receiving this gracious invitation is not an option. So what 

are we to do? We simply receive the gracious invitation to the banquet and find a changing room—

it’s time to live a new life. 

 

Today’s Music 
God Extends an Invitation. Text: Miria T. Kolling; English and Spanish tr. Gerhard M. Cartford, b. 1923, 

Music: Miria T. Kolling. Irma Miria T. Kolling / Augsburg Fortress. 

There is a Longing in Our Hearts. Text: Anne Quigley, b. 1955, Music: Anne Quigley. OCP (Oregon Catholic Press). 

Spirit of Gentleness. Text: James K. Manley, b. 1940, Music: James K. Manley. James K. Manley. 

United at the Table. Text: Joaquín Madurga; tr. Angel Mattos, b. 1947, and Gerhard M. Cartford, b. 1923 

Music: Joaquín Madurga. OCP (Oregon Catholic Press). 

Bread of Life, Our Host and Meal. Text: Ray Makeever, b. 1943; Rusty Edwards, b. 1955, Music: Ray Makeever; arr. Rusty Edwards. Hope 

Publishing Company (ASCAP). 

Sent Forth by God’s Blessing. Text: Omer Westendorf, 1916–1997, alt., Music: Welsh folk tune. World Library Publications, a divisioin of GIA 

Publications, Inc. / Public Domain / Augsburg Fortress. 

Liturgy words and music taken from SundaysandSeasons.com Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted with 

permission. Reprinted under One License - A-724822 and CCLI.  

 

Next Week’s Readings 

Exodus 33:12-23 The glory of God revealed to Moses 

Psalm 99 Proclaim the greatness of the Lord our God. (Ps. 99:5) 

1 Thessalonians 1:1-10 Thanksgiving for the church at Thessalonica 

Matthew 22:15-22 A teaching on giving to the emperor and to God 
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