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“Those who find their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my 

sake will find it.” 

          ~Matthew 10:39 

  



2 
 

We are delighted to have you worship with us this morning!  

Know that you are welcome here just as you are. 

If you are looking for a church to call home, why not consider making this one your own? If this 

is your first time worshiping at St. John, please fill out the visitor information card stapled to 

your bulletin. 

 

Everything you need to follow worship can be found in this bulletin. As you are comfortable, 

please rise when there is an * and join in the congregational responses, noted in bold.  

All songs are marked with numbers. The red book in the pew has all the songs. Look for the 

large number in the upper corner of the page to find the correct song. 

 

During the time of Peace, you are invited to turn to those around you and offer a word of peace. 

We suggest a handshake and saying, “Peace be with you.” You are also welcomed to offer 

another gesture of peace (wave, fist-bump, smile, etc.). Hand sanitizer is available in each pew. 

 

At the time of Offering, you are invited to share a gift. Envelopes are available in the pews if 

you prefer. Online gifts may be made using the QR code below: 

 
You may also offer updates to our ongoing prayer list using the yellow cards in the pews and 

placing them in the offering plates. Guest information cards and member attendance cards 

(attached to the front of the bulletin) may also be placed in the offering plates. 

 

As Lutherans, we believe Christ is truly present in the elements of the Lord’s Supper. At the 

time of Holy Communion, all baptized individuals are welcome to come forward via the center 

aisle, receive the elements, and return via the side aisles. We begin at the front of the right side, 

commune all on the right side, then we will invite the left side forward. When you come 

forward, you may receive the bread from the pastor (gluten free wafers are available), then pre-

filled cups with wine or grape juice from the assisting minister. You may consume the elements 

after receiving them then place the empty cup in the tray held by the acolyte. Those who do not 

receive Holy Communion are welcome to come forward for a blessing.  

 

If you need a restroom, restrooms are located on the bottom floor at the far side of the building 

from the elevator. Restrooms may be accessed either via the stairs in the rear of the sanctuary, 

the stairs by the Greeting Area, or the elevator.  

A playroom is available downstairs for children who need a break from the worship service. 

This room is by the elevator on the lower level. An adult must remain with the child.  

Children are also welcome to utilize the books and puzzles available in the Greeting Area on 

the top level by the elevator. 
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As you prepare for worship, you are invited to fill out the blue prayer request forms located in each 

pew. The cards will be collected during our hymn of the day, and prayers will be offered during the 

prayers of intercession. 

 

PRELUDE 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, whose compassion endures forever. Amen. 

 

Let us confess our sin to God. Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

Compassionate God, we confess to you all our sins.  

Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves.  

In your mercy, call us back to you.  

Your yoke is easy and your burden is light.  

Restore us to dwell in your peace.  

In Christ’s name we pray, Amen. 

 

We hear a word of forgiveness 
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*GATHERING HYMN How Firm a Foundation (ELW 796) 

 

 
 

*GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

Why are we just now having the greeting?  

 

What is a “Canticle of Praise”? 
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*CANTICLE OF PRAISE 

 
 

(continued) 
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray. Teach us, good Lord God, to serve you as you deserve, to give and not to count 

the cost, to fight and not to heed the wounds, to toil and not to seek for rest, to labor and 

not to ask for reward, except that of knowing that we do your will, through Jesus Christ, 

our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 
 

FIRST READING: Genesis 21:8-21 

Sarah demands that Abraham send Hagar and her son, Ishmael, away. Abraham is distressed 

because he is Ishmael’s father. Sarah wants to ensure that her son, Isaac, will be the one to 

inherit God’s blessing. God, however, hears Hagar’s cry and promises to also make of Ishmael 

a great nation. 

 

A reading from Genesis. 
 
8 The child [Isaac] grew and was weaned, and Abraham made a great feast on the day that Isaac 

was weaned. 9 But Sarah saw the son of Hagar the Egyptian, whom she had borne to Abraham, 

playing with her son Isaac. 10 So she said to Abraham, “Cast out this slave woman with her son, 

for the son of this slave woman shall not inherit along with my son Isaac.” 11 The matter was 

very distressing to Abraham on account of his son. 12 But God said to Abraham, “Do not be 

distressed because of the boy and because of your slave woman; whatever Sarah says to you, do 

as she tells you, for it is through Isaac that offspring shall be named for you. 13 As for the son of 

the slave woman, I will make a nation of him also, because he is your offspring.” 14 So Abraham 

rose early in the morning and took bread and a skin of water and gave it to Hagar, putting it on 

her shoulder, along with the child, and sent her away. And she departed and wandered about in 

the wilderness of Beer-sheba. 

  15 When the water in the skin was gone, she cast the child under one of the bushes. 16 Then 

she went and sat down opposite him a good way off, about the distance of a bowshot, for she 

said, “Do not let me look on the death of the child.” And as she sat opposite him, she lifted up 

her voice and wept. 17 And God heard the voice of the boy, and the angel of God called to Hagar 

from heaven and said to her, “What troubles you, Hagar? Do not be afraid, for God has heard 

the voice of the boy where he is. 18 Come, lift up the boy and hold him fast with your hand, for I 

will make a great nation of him.” 19 Then God opened her eyes, and she saw a well of water. 

She went and filled the skin with water and gave the boy a drink. 

  20 God was with the boy, and he grew up; he lived in the wilderness and became an expert 

with the bow. 21 He lived in the wilderness of Paran, and his mother got a wife for him from the 

land of Egypt. 
 

The word of the Lord.  

Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM: 69:7-18 

We will read the Psalm responsively. The leader will read the light verses, the congregation is 

invited to read the darker printed verses together. 

 

 

 1 Bow down your ear, O Lord, and answer me, 

  for I am poor and in misery. 

 2 Keep watch over my life, for I am faithful; 

  save your servant who trusts in you. 

 3 Be merciful to me, O Lord, for you are my God; 

  I call upon you all the day long. 

 4 Gladden the soul of your servant, 

  for to you, O Lord, I lift up my soul. 

 5 For you, O Lord, are good and forgiving, 

  and abundant in mercy toward all who call upon you. 

 6 Give ear, O Lord, to my prayer, 

  and attend to the voice of my supplications. 

 7 In the time of my trouble I will call upon you, 

  for you will answer me. 

 8 Among the gods there is none like you, O Lord, 

  nor anything like your works.  

 9 All the nations you have made will come and worship you, O Lord, 

  and glorify your name. 

 10 For you are great; you do wondrous things; 

  and you alone are God. 

 16 Turn to me and have mercy on me; 

  give your strength to your servant, and save the child of your handmaid. 

 17 Show me a sign of your favor, so that those who hate me may see it and be put to 

shame; 

  because you, Lord, have helped me and comforted me.  
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SECOND READING: Romans 6:1b-11 

In baptism we were incorporated into the reality of Christ’s death and resurrection. We have 

been made new in Christ through his death and resurrection to live freed from sin. 

 

A reading from Romans. 
 

1b Should we continue in sin in order that grace may increase? 2 By no means! How can we who 

died to sin go on living in it? 3 Do you not know that all of us who were baptized into Christ 

Jesus were baptized into his death? 4 Therefore we were buried with him by baptism into death, 

so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we also might walk 

in newness of life. 

  5 For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly be united with him 

in a resurrection like his. 6 We know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body of 

sin might be destroyed, so we might no longer be enslaved to sin. 7 For whoever has died is 

freed from sin. 8 But if we died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. 9 We 

know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die again; death no longer has 

dominion over him. 10 The death he died, he died to sin once for all, but the life he lives, he lives 

to God. 11 So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus. 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
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*GOSPEL READING: Matthew 10:24-39 

Jesus warns his disciples that their ministry in his name will meet with opposition. However, he 

assures them that they need not fear for the truth will come to light. Life is found in Christ. 

 

The holy gospel according to Matthew.  

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

[Jesus said to the twelve:] 24 “A disciple is not above the teacher nor a slave above the master; 
25 it is enough for the disciple to be like the teacher and the slave like the master. If they have 

called the master of the house Beelzebul, how much more will they malign those of his 

household! 

  26 “So have no fear of them, for nothing is covered up that will not be uncovered and nothing 

secret that will not become known. 27 What I say to you in the dark, tell in the light, and what 

you hear whispered, proclaim from the housetops. 28 Do not fear those who kill the body but 

cannot kill the soul; rather, fear the one who can destroy both soul and body in hell. 29 Are not 

two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them will fall to the ground apart from your 

Father. 30 And even the hairs of your head are all counted. 31 So do not be afraid; you are of 

more value than many sparrows. 

  32 “Everyone, therefore, who acknowledges me before others, I also will acknowledge before 

my Father in heaven, 33 but whoever denies me before others, I also will deny before my Father 

in heaven. 

  34 “Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the earth; I have not come to bring peace 

but a sword. 

 35 For I have come to set a man against his father, 

 and a daughter against her mother, 

 and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law, 

 36 and one’s foes will be members of one’s own household. 
37 “Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me, and whoever loves son 

or daughter more than me is not worthy of me, 38 and whoever does not take up the cross and 

follow me is not worthy of me. 39 Those who find their life will lose it, and those who lose their 

life for my sake will find it.” 

 

The gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 

 

SERMON 
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*HYMN OF THE DAY O God, My Faithful God (ELW 806)  

(Blue prayer cards are collected) 

 

 
 

*APOSTLES’ CREED 

Let us confess our faith in the words of the Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  

Gathered together by the Holy Spirit, let us pray for the church and the needs of the world. A 

brief silence for reflection 
 

Life-giving God, you have called your people to lose their lives for Jesus’ sake. Strengthen your 

church to follow you in the face of difficulty. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 
 

Creator God, you know every sparrow that falls to the ground. Protect migrating birds, 

endangered species, and their natural habitats. Empower us to care for your creation. God of 

grace, hear our prayer. 
 

Sovereign God, you call us to act justly and love mercy. Protect those with marginalized 

identities to whom we have not shown the abounding love of Jesus. Bring an end to oppression 

and bigotry in all forms. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 
 

Sustaining God, you promise to provide for us. Help those living with disability. Comfort those 

experiencing any sort of illness or suffering especially Geneva, Cherry, Henry, Harry, Sally, 

Debi, Karen, Nan, Beverly, those on our prayer list, all whom we remember aloud or in our 

hearts and all who suffer in any way. God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

Empowering God, strengthen us to live out our diverse callings. We pray especially for fathers 

and father figures, that they show your compassion and care. We pray for all for whom this day 

is difficult or painful. God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

Faithful God, we give thanks for saints who have claimed their baptismal promises. May we 

follow their example of faith and service. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 
 

Renewing God, you hear our every prayer, spoken and unspoken, those we can verbalize and 

those we do not yet have the words to name. We lift the prayers of the people gathered in this 

space, (blue prayer cards are offered), and those we quietly entrust to you from the silence of 

our hearts. We commend our prayers to you, O God, through Jesus our Savior. Amen. 
 

*PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always.  

And also with you.  

Let us share the peace of Christ with one another. 

 

You are invited to turn to those around you and offer a word of peace. We suggest a 

handshake and saying, “Peace be with you.” You are also welcome to offer another gesture of 

peace (wave, fist-bump, smile, etc.). Hand sanitizer is available in each pew.  
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MEAL 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ 

 

COLLECTION OF THE OFFERING  

You are invited to share a gift to support the ministries of this congregation during the 

following song. Envelopes are available in the pews if you prefer. Ongoing prayer requests, 

connection cards, and communion records are also collected in the offering plates. 

 

OFFERTORY HYMN Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus (ELW 802)  

*Rise on verse 4 
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*OFFERING PRAYER 

Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take heart in you and share 

freely of your love, so that all creation can taste your abundance. 

We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. Amen. 
 

*GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts.  

We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ; 

who on this day overcame death and the grave, 

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, 

who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, 

who preached good news to the poor, 

and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 

  

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, 

we await his coming in glory. 

  

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, 

and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, 

the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; 

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 

be all honor and glory, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

 on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever. Amen 
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*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Heaven has come near. Come, share in the feast! 

Taste and see that the Lord is good. This meal is for you.  

Thanks be to God! 

 

Through this meal, we know forgiveness, life, and salvation as the blessings of God’s 

sacramental grace. In response to Jesus’ invitation, all baptized individuals are welcome 

to come forward and experience the real presence of Christ in the bread and wine. Those 

who do not receive the bread and wine are invited to come forward for a blessing. 

Grape juice and gluten free wafers are available upon request. Communion may also be 

brought back to the pews for those who are unable to come forward. 

 

COMMUNION SONG Lamb of God  
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COMMUNION HYMN Borning Cry (ELW 732) 
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COMMUNION HYMN By Your Hand You Feed Your People (ELW 469) 

 

 
 

*POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and preserve you in grace.  

Amen 

 

*POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled with the 

abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, may share your love 

freely, as you have shared with us. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit 

nourishing us now and forever. Amen. 

 

SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 

*BLESSING 

Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, ☩ one God, bless, heal, and hold you today and always. 

Amen. 
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*SENDING SONG O Christ the Same (WOV 778) 

 
 

*DISMISSAL 

Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news! 

Thanks be to God.  
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The flowers on the altar were supplied by Larry and Amy Werner in celebration of Katie’s 

birthday. 

 

Assisting in worship today:   

Assisting Minister: Volunteer 

Acolyte: Volunteer 

Offering: Volunteers 

Attendance last week: 55 + livestream  

 

Notes for the day’s texts: 
This passage from Matthew’s second discourse suggests that the community of the evangelist was 

quarreling over leadership, fearful of persecution, and alienated from nonbelieving family members. 

Jesus, depicted as an eschatological judge, spoke sternly: some people will suffer in hell, families will 

be split apart, and everyone must carry a cross. Interspersed in the grim scenario are words of 

comfort. The passage makes clear that early Christian communities were not idyllic. Because the 

entire gospel is a commentary on the meaning of Jesus’ death, not a chronological biography, chapter 

10 is able to refer to the cross. For Matthew, one’s commitment to follow the Father in heaven 

replaces stereotypical family values. Christian life is encountered on the cross, which believers in 

some way share with the crucified one. 

 

Today’s Music 
How Firm a Foundation. Text: J. Rippon, A Selection of Hymns, 1787, alt., Music: Early American. Public Domain. 

O God, My Faithful God. Text: Johann Heermann, 1585-1647; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt., Music: Ahasuerus Fritsch, 1629-1701. Public Domain. 

Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus. Text: Sigismund von Birken, 1626-1681; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, alt., Music: Georg G. Boltze, 18th cent. Augsburg Fortress / 
Public Domain. 

Borning Cry. Text: John C. Ylvisaker, b. 1937, Music: John C. Ylvisaker. John Ylvisaker. 

By Your Hand You Feed Your People. Text: Susan R. Briehl, b. 1952, Music: Marty Haugen, b. 1950. GIA Publications, Inc. 
O Christ the Same. Text: Timothy Dudley-Smith, b. 1926, Music: Irish tune, arr. John Barnard, b. 1948. Hope Publishing Company (ASCAP) / Public Domain. 

Liturgy words and music taken from SundaysandSeasons.com Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission. Reprinted under 

One License - A-724822 and CCLI.  

 

Next Week’s Readings 

Genesis 22:1-14 The testing of Abraham 

Psalm 13 I trust in your unfailing love, O Lord. (Ps. 13:5) 

Romans 6:12-23 No longer under law but under grace 

Matthew 10:40-42 Welcome Christ in those he sends 


