“34…If any want to become my followers, let them deny themselves and
take up their cross and follow me. 35For those who want to save their life
will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of
the gospel, will save it.”
Mark 8:34-35
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We welcome you to St. John Lutheran Church. We are delighted to have you worship with us
this morning. Should you have no permanent church-home in this community, why not consider
making this one your own? Most elements of our service can be found in the bulletin. Hymnals
with the songs we will be singing are available in the front of the sanctuary. For Covid-19
safety, please take one from the side of the church with the baptismal font and return it to the
pulpit side following worship. Those who are able, please rise when there is an *,
congregational responses are in bold. In order to participate fully in worship you are
encouraged to softly sing behind your mask the hymns and liturgical music. Please place
your offering and attendance cards in the baskets by the doors.
HOLY COMMUNION
2 Sunday in Lent –February 28, 2021
The second covenant in this year’s Lenten readings is the one made with Abraham and Sarah:
God’s promise to make them the ancestors of many, with whom God will remain in everlasting
covenant. Paul says this promise comes to all who share Abraham’s faith in the God who
brings life into being where there was no life. We receive this baptismal promise of resurrection
life in faith. Sarah and Abraham receive new names as a sign of the covenant, and we too get
new identities in baptism, as we put on Christ.
nd

PRELUDE: Jesus Walked This Lonesome Valley – Hugh S. Livingston, Jr.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
the keeper of the covenant,
the source of steadfast love,
our rock and our redeemer.
Amen.
God hears us when we cry, and draws us close in Jesus Christ.
Let us return to the one who is full of compassion.
Silence is kept for reflection.
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Fountain of living water,
pour out your mercy over us.
Our sin is heavy, and we long to be free.
Rebuild what we have ruined
and mend what we have torn.
Wash us in your cleansing flood.
Make us alive in the Spirit
to follow in the way of Jesus,
as healers and restorers of the world you so love.
Amen.
Beloved, God’s word never fails.
The promise rests on grace:
by the saving love of Jesus Christ,
the wisdom and power of God,
your sins are ☩ forgiven, and God remembers them no more.
Journey in the way of Jesus.
Amen.
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*GATHERING HYMN #323 –God Loved the World (vs.1 & 5)

*GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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*KYRIE

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.
*PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
O God, by the passion of your blessed Son you made an instrument of shameful death to
be for us the means of life. Grant us so to glory in the cross of Christ that we may gladly
suffer shame and loss for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.Amen.
CHILDREN’S SERMON
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FIRST READING: Genesis 17:1-7
A reading from Genesis.
As with Noah, God makes an everlasting covenant with Abraham and Sarah. God promises this
old couple that they will be the ancestors of nations, though they have no child together. God
will miraculously bring forth new life from Sarah’s womb. The name changes emphasize the
firmness of God’s promise.
1
When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the LORD appeared to Abram, and said to him, ―I
am God Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless. 2And I will make my covenant between
me and you, and will make you exceedingly numerous.‖ 3Then Abram fell on his face; and God
said to him, 4―As for me, this is my covenant with you: You shall be the ancestor of a multitude
of nations. 5No longer shall your name be Abram, but your name shall be Abraham; for I have
made you the ancestor of a multitude of nations. 6I will make you exceedingly fruitful; and I
will make nations of you, and kings shall come from you. 7I will establish my covenant between
me and you, and your offspring after you throughout their generations, for an everlasting
covenant, to be God to you and to your offspring after you.‖
15
God said to Abraham, ―As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her Sarai, but Sarah shall
be her name. 16I will bless her, and moreover I will give you a son by her. I will bless her, and
she shall give rise to nations; kings of peoples shall come from her.‖
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
PSALM 22 Read responsively.
23
You who fear the LORD, give praise! All you of Jacob’s | line, give glory.
Stand in awe of the LORD, all you off- | spring of Israel.
24
For the LORD does not despise nor abhor the poor in their poverty;
neither is the LORD‘s face hid- | den from them;
but when they cry out, | the LORD hears them.
25
From you comes my praise in the | great assembly;
I will perform my vows in the sight of those who | fear the LORD.
26
The poor shall eat | and be satisfied,
Let those who seek the LORD give praise! May your hearts | live forever! R
27
All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn | to the LORD;
all the families of nations shall bow | before God.
28
For dominion belongs | to the LORD,
who rules o- | ver the nations.
29
Indeed, all who sleep in the earth shall bow | down in worship;
all who go down to the dust, though they be dead, shall kneel be- | fore the LORD.
30
Their descendants shall | serve the LORD,
whom they shall proclaim to genera- | tions to come.
31
They shall proclaim God’s deliverance to a people | yet unborn,
saying to them, ―The | LORD has acted!‖ R
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SECOND READING: Romans 4:13-25
A reading from Romans.
Paul presents Abraham as the example for how a person comes into a right relationship with
God not through works of the law but through faith. Though Abraham and Sarah were far too
old for bearing children, Abraham trusted that God would accomplish what God had promised
to accomplish.
13
The promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his descendants
through the law but through the righteousness of faith. 14If it is the adherents of the law who are
to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. 15For the law brings wrath; but where there
is no law, neither is there violation.
16
For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be
guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but also to those who
share the faith of Abraham (for he is the father of all of us, 17as it is written, ―I have made you
the father of many nations‖)—in the presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life
to the dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist. 18Hoping against hope, he
believed that he would become ―the father of many nations,‖ according to what was said, ―So
numerous shall your descendants be.‖ 19He did not weaken in faith when he considered his own
body, which was already as good as dead (for he was about a hundred years old), or when he
considered the barrenness of Sarah’s womb. 20No distrust made him waver concerning the
promise of God, but he grew strong in his faith as he gave glory to God, 21being fully convinced
that God was able to do what he had promised. 22Therefore his faith ―was reckoned to him as
righteousness.‖ 23Now the words, ―it was reckoned to him,‖ were written not for his sake alone,
24
but for ours also. It will be reckoned to us who believe in him who raised Jesus our Lord from
the dead, 25who was handed over to death for our trespasses and was raised for our justification.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL READING: Mark 8:31-38
The Holy Gospel according to Mark.
Glory to you O Lord.
After Peter confesses his belief that Jesus is the Messiah, Jesus tells his disciples for the first
time what is to come. Peter’s response indicates that he does not yet understand the way of the
cross that Jesus will travel.
31
[Jesus] began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and be
rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise
again.32He said all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. 33But
turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, ―Get behind me, Satan! For you
are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.‖
34
He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, ―If any want to become my
followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 35For those who
want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of
the gospel, will save it. 36For what will it profit them to gain the whole world and forfeit their
life? 37Indeed, what can they give in return for their life? 38Those who are ashamed of me and of
my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son of Man will also be ashamed
when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.‖
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON
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*HYMN OF THE DAY #667–Take Up Your Cross, the Savior Said (vs. 1 & 4)

*NICENE CREED
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
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For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,*
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Relying on the promises of God, we pray boldly for the church, the world, and all in need.
Your gift of grace is for all people. Give confident faith to all the baptized, that they may follow
you wholeheartedly. Give new believers joy in your promises; give hope and courage to those
who suffer for their faith. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
All the ends of the earth worship you. From galaxies to microorganisms, preserve your creation.
Teach humanity to wonder at your works and to join you in tending to creation’s well-being.
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
You rule over the nations. Raise up advocates for peace and justice within and between nations.
Give life where hope seems dead; call into existence new realities we cannot even imagine.
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
In Jesus you joined humanity in suffering and death. Reveal to all the depth of your love shown
on the cross. Accompany all who suffer in body, mind, and spirit. Restore all who are sick or
grieving. Bring vindication for victims of injustice, exploitation, and oppression, especially
Zach, Geneva, Cherry, Bob, Winnie, Sally, Chuck, Henry, Harry, Roy, Ruth, Pastor Storm, Bill,
Karen, and Ellen, for those on our prayer list, and all whom we remember aloud or in our
hearts. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
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You made Abraham and Sarah the ancestors of a multitude of nations. Bless grandparents,
parents, and foster parents, and the children who look to them for care and guidance. Console
those who deal with infertility, parents who have entrusted their children to adoption, and
children longing to be adopted. Equip ministries and services to families.
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
We await the day of Christ’s coming in glory. Lead us by the example of all the saints whom
you have called to take up their cross and follow you, that together we may find our lives in
you. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
We entrust ourselves and all our prayers to you, O faithful God, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
*PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.
*OFFERING PRAYER
Faithful God,
you walk beside us in desert places,
and you meet us in our hunger with bread from heaven.
Accompany us in this meal,
that we may pass over from death to life
with Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
*GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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*PREFACE
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.
You call your people to cleanse their hearts
and prepare with joy for the paschal feast,
that, renewed in the gift of baptism,
we may come to the fullness of your grace.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
Blessed are you, O God of the universe.
Your mercy is everlasting
and your faithfulness endures from age to age.
Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth.
Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood.
Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea.
Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness
to the land of milk and honey.
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Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one.
Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ.
Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
With this bread and cup
we remember our Lord's passover from death to life
as we proclaim the mystery of faith:

O God of resurrection and new life:
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us
and on these gifts of bread and wine.
Bless this feast.
Grace our table with your presence.
Come, Holy Spirit.
Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread.
Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world.
Breathe new life into us.
Send us forth,
burning with justice, peace, and love.
Come, Holy Spirit.
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With your holy ones of all times and places,
with the earth and all its creatures,
with sun and moon and stars,
we praise you, O God,
blessed and holy Trinity,
now and forever.

*LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray,

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Jesus draws the whole world to himself.
Come to this meal and be fed.
In response to Jesus’ invitation, all are welcome to come forward and experience the real
presence of Christ in the bread and wine of communion. Through this meal, we know
forgiveness, life and salvation as the blessings of God’s sacramental grace. Come forward by
family to receive the elements, please keep your masks on and maintain at least six feet distance
from those ahead of you. Gluten free wafers are available.
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COMMUNION SONG: Lamb of God

COMMUNION
The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.
Amen.
*POST-COMMUNION BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in grace.
Amen.
*POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
Let us pray.
God of steadfast love,
at this table you gather your people
into one body for the sake of the world.
Send us in the power of your Spirit,
that our lives bear witness to the love that has made us new
in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
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SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
*BLESSING
You are what God made you to be:
created in Christ Jesus for good works,
chosen as holy and beloved,
freed to serve your neighbor.
God bless you ☩ that you may be a blessing,
in the name of the holy and life-giving Trinity.
Amen.
*SENDING SONG #606 – Our Father, We Have Wandered (All)

*DISMISSAL
Thanks be to God.
Go in peace. Share the good news.
POSTLUDE: Be Thou My Vision – Edward Broughton
_____________________________________________________________________________
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Assisting Minister:
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Matt Claus
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Attendance Last Week:
38
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