
1 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church 
4

th 
Sunday in Lent – March 14, 2021 

Mars, PA 16046-0411 

www.stjohnchurchmars.org 

Phone: 724-625-1830       email:office@stjohnchurchmars.org 

                                  Pastor’s cell: 412-585-1628      Pastor’s email: pastor@stjohnchurchmars.org 

                                                       The Rev. Robert Zimmerman, Pastor 

Maizy Fisher, Director of Music Ministries 

 

 

 “
14

Just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the 

Son of Man be lifted up, 
15

that whoever believes in him may have 

eternal life.” 

           John 3:14-15 
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We welcome you to St. John Lutheran Church. We are delighted to have you worship with us 

this morning. Should you have no permanent church-home in this community, why not consider 

making this one your own? Most elements of our service can be found in the bulletin. Hymnals 

with the songs we will be singing are available in the front of the sanctuary. For Covid-19 

safety, please take one from the side of the church with the baptismal font and return it to the 

pulpit side following worship. Those who are able, please rise when there is an *, 

congregational responses are in bold. In order to participate fully in worship you are 

encouraged to softly sing behind your mask the hymns and liturgical music. Please place 

your offering and attendance cards in the baskets by the doors. 

 

HOLY COMMUNION 

4
th 

Sunday in Lent –March 14, 2021 

The fourth of the Old Testament promises providing a baptismal lens this Lent is the promise 

God makes to Moses: those who look on the bronze serpent will live. In today’s gospel Jesus 

says he will be lifted up on the cross like the serpent, so that those who look to him in faith will 

live. When we receive the sign of the cross in baptism, that cross becomes the sign we can look 

to in faith for healing, for restored relationship to God, for hope when we are dying. 

 

PRELUDE: Prelude in C – J.S. Bach 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

the keeper of the covenant, 

the source of steadfast love, 

our rock and our redeemer. 

Amen. 

 

God hears us when we cry, and draws us close in Jesus Christ.  

Let us return to the one who is full of compassion. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
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Fountain of living water, 

pour out your mercy over us. 

Our sin is heavy, and we long to be free. 

Rebuild what we have ruined 

and mend what we have torn. 

Wash us in your cleansing flood. 

Make us alive in the Spirit 

to follow in the way of Jesus, 

as healers and restorers of the world you so love. 

Amen. 

 

Beloved, God’s word never fails. 

The promise rests on grace: 

by the saving love of Jesus Christ, 

the wisdom and power of God, 

your sins are ☩ forgiven, and God remembers them no more. 

Journey in the way of Jesus. 

Amen. 

 

*GATHERING HYMN #768 – Lead Me, Guide Me (vs. 1 & 3) 

Refrain 

Lead me, guide me, along the way; 

for if you lead me, I cannot stray. 

Lord, let me walk each day with thee. 

Lead me, O Lord, lead me. 

 

1 I am weak and I need thy strength and 

pow’r 

to help me over my weakest hour. 

Help me through the darkness thy face to 

see. 

Lead me, O Lord, lead me. 

 

3 I am lost if you take your hand from me, 

I am blind without thy light to see. 

Lord, just always let me thy servant be. 

Lead me, O Lord, lead me. 

 

 

*GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 
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*KYRIE 

 
WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray. 

O God, rich in mercy, by the humiliation of your Son you lifted up this fallen world and 

rescued us from the hopelessness of death. Lead us into your light,  that all our deeds may 

reflect your love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 
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FIRST READING: Numbers 21:4-9 
A reading from Numbers. 

Though God provides food and water for the Israelites in the wilderness, they whine and 

grumble. They forget about the salvation they experienced in the exodus. God punishes them for 

their sin, but when they repent God also provides a means of healing: a bronze serpent lifted up 

on a pole. 
     4

From Mount Hor [the Israelites] set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go around the land of 

Edom; but the people became impatient on the way. 
5
The people spoke against God and against 

Moses, “Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? For there is no food 

and no water, and we detest this miserable food.” 
6
Then the LORD sent poisonous serpents 

among the people, and they bit the people, so that many Israelites died. 
7
The people came to 

Moses and said, “We have sinned by speaking against the LORD and against you; pray to the 

LORD to take away the serpents from us.” So Moses prayed for the people. 
8
And the LORD said 

to Moses, “Make a poisonous serpent, and set it on a pole; and everyone who is bitten shall look 

at it and live.” 
9
So Moses made a serpent of bronze, and put it upon a pole; and whenever a 

serpent bit someone, that person would look at the serpent of bronze and live. 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM 107  Read responsively. 

 
1
Give thanks to the LORD, for the | LORD is good, 

  for God’s mercy en- | dures forever. 

 
2
Let the redeemed of the | LORD proclaim 

  that God redeemed them from the hand | of the foe, 
 

3
gathering them in | from the lands; 

  from the east and from the west, from the north and | from the south. 

 
17

Some were fools and took re- | bellious paths; 

  through their sins they | were afflicted. 

 
18

They loathed all man- | ner of food 

  and drew near | to death’s door. 

 
19

Then in their trouble they cried | to the LORD 

  and you delivered them from | their distress. R 
 

20
You sent forth your | word and healed them 

  and rescued them | from the grave. 

 
21

Let them give thanks to you, LORD, for your | steadfast love 

  and your wonderful works | for all people. 
 

22
Let them offer sacrifices | of thanksgiving 

  and tell of your deeds with | shouts of joy. R 
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SECOND READING: Ephesians 2:1-10 

A reading from Ephesians. 

While we were dead in our sinfulness, God acted to make us alive as a gift of grace in Christ 

Jesus. We are saved not by what we do but by grace through faith. Thus our good works are 

really a reflection of God’s grace at work in our lives. 
     1

You were dead through the trespasses and sins 
2
in which you once lived, following the 

course of this world, following the ruler of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work 

among those who are disobedient. 
3
All of us once lived among them in the passions of our flesh, 

following the desires of flesh and senses, and we were by nature children of wrath, like 

everyone else. 
4
But God, who is rich in mercy, out of the great love with which he loved us 

5
even when we were dead through our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace 

you have been saved—
6
and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places 

in Christ Jesus, 
7
so that in the ages to come he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace 

in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 
8
For by grace you have been saved through faith, and this 

is not your own doing; it is the gift of God—
9
not the result of works, so that no one may boast. 

10
For we are what he has made us, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared 

beforehand to be our way of life. 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
GOSPEL READING: John 3:14-21 

The Holy Gospel according to John. 

Glory to you O Lord. 

To explain the salvation of God to the religious leader, Nicodemus, Jesus refers to the scripture 

passage quoted in today’s first reading. Just as those who looked upon the bronze serpent were 

healed, so people will be saved when they behold Christ lifted up on the cross. 

     [Jesus said:] 
14

“Just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man 

be lifted up, 
15

that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. 

 
16

“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in 

him may not perish but may have eternal life. 
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17
“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the 

world might be saved through him. 
18

Those who believe in him are not condemned; but those 

who do not believe are condemned already, because they have not believed in the name of the 

only Son of God. 
19

And this is the judgment, that the light has come into the world, and people 

loved darkness rather than light because their deeds were evil. 
20

For all who do evil hate the 

light and do not come to the light, so that their deeds may not be exposed. 
21

But those who do 

what is true come to the light, so that it may be clearly seen that their deeds have been done in 

God.” 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON 

 

*HYMN OF THE DAY #759 – My Faith Looks Up to Thee (vs. 1 & 4) 
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*NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  

Relying on the promises of God, we pray boldly for the church, the world, and all in need. 

 

You sent your Son that the world might be saved through him. Inspire the witness of the church 

throughout the world. Empower missionaries, Bible translators, and ministries of service in 

your name. Bless our partners in ministry, our ELCA global partner churches, and Young 

Adults in Global Mission. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

 

From east to west your steadfast love is shown. Nourish seas and deserts, wilderness areas and 

cities. Give water to thirsty lands; nurture spring growth that feeds hungry creatures; bless 

farmers as they prepare for the growing season. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

 

You sustained your people in the wilderness. Give courage to all who lead in times of crisis and 

scarce resources. Prosper the work of those who aid victims of famine and drought. Bring peace 

in places where scarce resources cause violence. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

 

You sustained your people in the wilderness. Give courage to all who lead in times of crisis and 

scarce resources. Prosper the work of those who aid victims of famine and drought,especially 

Zach, Geneva, Cherry, Bob, Winnie, Sally, Chuck, Henry, Harry, Roy, Ruth, Pastor Storm, Bill, 

Karen, and Ellen, for those on our prayer list, and all whom we remember aloud or in our 

hearts.Bring peace in places where scarce resources cause violence. 

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

 

Your mercy endures forever. Deliver all who cry to you, especially those who are hungry or 

without homes. Give life in places where death seems triumphant; give healing to those who are 

sick and comfort to those who mourn. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

 

By grace we have been saved. Fill this congregation to overflowing with that grace, that we 

show mercy to others. Nourish any in our midst who are hungry, especially children, and bless 

our ministries of feeding and shelter. Give us patience and courage when the way seems long. 

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

 

Your Son was lifted up that whoever believes might have eternal life. We praise you for all who 

have died in Christ. Bring us with all the saints into the fullness of your promises.  

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

 

We entrust ourselves and all our prayers to you, O faithful God, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

*PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 
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MEAL 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

*OFFERING PRAYER 

Let us pray, 

Faithful God, 

you walk beside us in desert places, 

and you meet us in our hunger with bread from heaven. 

Accompany us in this meal, 

that we may pass over from death to life 

with Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

*GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

*PREFACE 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ. 

You call your people to cleanse their hearts 

and prepare with joy for the paschal feast, 

that, renewed in the gift of baptism, 

we may come to the fullness of your grace. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

 
*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

Blessed are you, O God of the universe. 

Your mercy is everlasting 

and your faithfulness endures from age to age. 

 

Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth. 

Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood. 

Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea. 

Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness 

to the land of milk and honey. 

 

Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one. 

Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ. 

Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations. 

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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With this bread and cup 

we remember our Lord's passover from death to life 

as we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

 
O God of resurrection and new life: 

Pour out your Holy Spirit on us 

and on these gifts of bread and wine. 

Bless this feast. 

Grace our table with your presence. 

Come, Holy Spirit. 
 

Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. 

Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world. 

Breathe new life into us. 

Send us forth, 

burning with justice, peace, and love. 

Come, Holy Spirit. 
 

With your holy ones of all times and places, 

with the earth and all its creatures, 

with sun and moon and stars, 

we praise you, O God, 

blessed and holy Trinity,now and forever. 
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*LORD’S PRAYER 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray, 

 
*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Jesus draws the whole world to himself. 

Come to this meal and be fed. 

In response to Jesus’ invitation, all are welcome to come forward and experience the real 

presence of Christ in the bread and wine of communion. Through this meal, we know 

forgiveness, life and salvation as the blessings of God’s sacramental grace. Come forward by 

family to receive the elements, please keep your masks on and maintain at least six feet distance 

from those ahead of you. Gluten free wafers are available. 
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COMMUNION SONG: Lamb of God  

 
COMMUNION  
The body of Christ, given for you.   

The blood of Christ, shed for you.   

Amen. 

 

*POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in grace.   

Amen. 

 

*POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

Let us pray. 

God of steadfast love, 

at this table you gather your people 

into one body for the sake of the world. 

Send us in the power of your Spirit, 

that our lives bear witness to the love that has made us new 

in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 
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SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

*BLESSING 

You are what God made you to be: 

created in Christ Jesus for good works, 

chosen as holy and beloved, 

freed to serve your neighbor. 

God bless you ☩ that you may be a blessing, 

in the name of the holy and life-giving Trinity. 

Amen. 

 

*SENDING SONG #339 – Christ, the Life of All the Living (All) 

 
 

*DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Share the good news. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE: Fuga in C – J.S. Bach 

_____________________________________________________________________________
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8:00 AM       10:30 AM      

                

Assisting Minister: Dave Knauff  Assisting Minister:    Denise Hager 

Communion Assistant:     Communion Assistant: 

Lector:       Lector:  Emma Niklewicz 

Usher:                              Bob Davidson  Usher:    

  

Attendance Last Week:       38   

Attendance This Week Last Year:  61 

 

 

 

February General Giving:            $ 12,769.35* 

February Earmarked Giving:      $      194.79** 

February Designated Giving:       $   2,147.07*** 

2021 YTD General Giving:           $ 23,969.56 

2021 YTD Earmarked Giving:     $      560.73 

2021 YTD Designated Giving:      $   3,269.13 

2021 YTD Total Income:               $ 27,799.42 

 

*Rent:             $ 1,650.00 (Feb. + partial Mar.) 

*Ash Wednesday/Lent:                   $     170.00 

**Consolidated Credit:                    $     194.79 

***Benevolence:                             $      672.07 

***Food Bank:                                $   1,157.00 

***Mission Emphasis:                    $        40.00 

***Organ Fund:                              $        50.00 

***Building & Maintenance:         $      150.00 

***Sunday School:                         $        78.00 

 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. 

Copyright 2021Augsburg Fortress. All 

rights reserved.  Reprinted by permission 

under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual 

License #39383. New Revised Standard 

Version Bible, copyright 1989. 


