“…Woman, you are set free from your ailment.” When he laid his

hands on her, immediately she stood up straight and began
praising God.”
~Luke 13:12-13

St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church
11 Sunday after Pentecost – August 21, 2022
th

420 Beaver St., PO Box 411
Mars, PA 16046-0411
www.stjohnchurchmars.org
Phone: 724-625-1830
email: office@stjohnchurchmars.org
Rev. Katie McNeal, Presiding Minister
Maizy Fisher, Director of Music Ministries

1

We are delighted to have you worship with us this morning!
Know that you are welcome here just as you are
If you are looking for a church to call home, why not consider making this one your own? If this
is your first time visiting us, please fill out the visitor information card stapled to your bulletin.
Everything you need to follow worship can be found in this bulletin. As you are comfortable,
please rise when there is an * and join in the congregational responses, noted in bold.
All songs are marked with numbers. The red book in the pew has all the songs. Look for the
large number in the upper corner of the page to find the correct song.
During the time of Peace, you are invited to turn to those around you and offer a word of peace.
We suggest a handshake and saying, “Peace be with you.” You are also welcomed to offer
another gesture of peace (wave, fist-bump, smile, etc.). Hand sanitizer is available in each pew.
At the time of Offering, you are invited to share a gift as you are comfortable. You may also
place any yellow prayer request cards for the pastor in the offering plates.

As you prepare for worship, you are invited to fill out the blue prayer request forms located in
each pew. The cards will be collected during our hymn of the day, and prayers will be offered
during the prayers of the people.
PRELUDE
*GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
Jesus tells us “For where two or three gather in my name, there am I with them.” Matt. 18:20
Therefore, gathered in God’s merciful presence, we humbly offer our prayers and worship.
Let us pray:
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are
hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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*GATHERING SONG Praise to the Lord, the Almighty (ELW 858)

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Most merciful God,
We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against
you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. For the sake of your son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us,
and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of
your holy name.
Amen.
God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together
with Christ. By grace we have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are
forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your
hearts through faith.
Amen.
3

*GLORY TO GOD
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY
O God, mighty and immortal, you know that as fragile creatures surrounded by great dangers,
we cannot by ourselves stand upright. Give us strength of mind and body, so that even when we
suffer because of human sin, we may rise victorious through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord.
Amen.
FIRST READING: Isaiah 58:9b-14
A reading from the book of Isaiah.
9b
If you remove the yoke from among you,
the pointing of the finger, the speaking of evil,
10
if you offer your food to the hungry
and satisfy the needs of the afflicted,
then your light shall rise in the darkness
and your gloom be like the noonday.
11
The Lord will guide you continually,
and satisfy your needs in parched places,
and make your bones strong;
and you shall be like a watered garden,
like a spring of water,
whose waters never fail.
12
Your ancient ruins shall be rebuilt;
you shall raise up the foundations of many generations;
you shall be called the repairer of the breach,
the restorer of streets to live in.
13

If you refrain from trampling the sabbath,
from pursuing your own interests on my holy day;
if you call the sabbath a delight
and the holy day of the Lord honorable;
if you honor it, not going your own ways,
serving your own interests, or pursuing your own affairs;
14
then you shall take delight in the Lord,
and I will make you ride upon the heights of the earth;
I will feed you with the heritage of your ancestor Jacob,
for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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PSALM 103:1-8

1. O bless the Lord, my soul;
O bless God’s Name indeed;
Let all that is within me know
How God has met my need.

3. You fill us with good things,
And you renew our youth;
For all who are oppressed, O Lord,
Bring justice forth and truth.

2. Lord, you forgive our sins
And heal our wickedness;
You crown our life, saved from the
grave,
With loving faithfulness.

4. To Moses you gave laws,
To Israel a path;
Lord, you are merciful and kind
And ever slow to wrath.

SECOND READING: Hebrews 12:18-29
A reading from the book of Hebrews.
18
You have not come to something that can be touched, a blazing fire, and darkness, and gloom,
and a tempest, 19and the sound of a trumpet, and a voice whose words made the hearers beg that
not another word be spoken to them. 20(For they could not endure the order that was given, “If
even an animal touches the mountain, it shall be stoned to death.” 21Indeed, so terrifying was the
sight that Moses said, “I tremble with fear.”) 22But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city
of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to innumerable angels in festal gathering, 23and
to the assembly of the firstborn who are enrolled in heaven, and to God the judge of all, and to
the spirits of the righteous made perfect, 24and to Jesus, the mediator of a new covenant, and to
the sprinkled blood that speaks a better word than the blood of Abel.
25
See that you do not refuse the one who is speaking; for if they did not escape when they
refused the one who warned them on earth, how much less will we escape if we reject the one
who warns from heaven! 26At that time his voice shook the earth; but now he has promised,
“Yet once more I will shake not only the earth but also the heaven.” 27This phrase, “Yet once
more,” indicates the removal of what is shaken—that is, created things—so that what cannot be
shaken may remain. 28Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, let us
give thanks, by which we offer to God an acceptable worship with reverence and awe; 29for
indeed our God is a consuming fire.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God
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*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

*GOSPEL READING: Luke 13:10-17
The holy gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.
10

Now [Jesus] was teaching in one of the synagogues on the sabbath. 11And just then there
appeared a woman with a spirit that had crippled her for eighteen years. She was bent over and
was quite unable to stand up straight. 12When Jesus saw her, he called her over and said,
“Woman, you are set free from your ailment.” 13When he laid his hands on her, immediately she
stood up straight and began praising God. 14But the leader of the synagogue, indignant because
Jesus had cured on the sabbath, kept saying to the crowd, “There are six days on which work
ought to be done; come on those days and be cured, and not on the sabbath day.” 15But the Lord
answered him and said, “You hypocrites! Does not each of you on the sabbath untie his ox or
his donkey from the manger, and lead it away to give it water? 16And ought not this woman, a
daughter of Abraham whom Satan bound for eighteen long years, be set free from this bondage
on the sabbath day?” 17When he said this, all his opponents were put to shame; and the entire
crowd was rejoicing at all the wonderful things that he was doing.
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
*DOXOLOGY

CHILDREN’S SERMON and BLESSING OF THE BACKPACKS
SERMON
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*HYMN OF THE DAY O Day of Rest and Gladness (ELW 521)
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*APOSTLES’ CREED
With the whole church, let us confess our faith.
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
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*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Trusting in God’s extraordinary love, let us come near to the Holy One in prayer.
A brief silence.
You crown your church with steadfast love and mercy. Guide us continually in our baptismal
covenant to strive for justice and peace in all the earth. Use our diverse gifts in service to the
whole people of God. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
You satisfy the needs of all creatures. Protect the habitats of fish and birds (local bodies of
water or wildlife refuges may be named). Repair ecosystems damaged by misuse, neglect, or
natural disaster, that all creation may thrive. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
You make your ways known to all people. Inspire the rulers and leaders of nations with your
compassion and mercy. Raise up activists and community organizers to restore places affected
by violence, poverty, and inequality. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
You provide justice for all who are oppressed and relief to all who are afflicted. Heal those
who are bent over by addiction, depression, and anxiety. Set free all who cry out under the
weight of mental, emotional, or physical distress especially Jeff, Bob, Katie, Marcia, Geneva,
Cherry, Winnie, Chuck, Henry, Harry, Roy, Pastor Storm, Ellen, Ruth, Sally, Ruth Ann, those
on our prayer list, and all whom we remember aloud or in our hearts. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
You call us to delight in the sabbath. Renew our bodies, minds, and spirits in this worshiping
assembly. Give rest to all who lead our congregation in worship, study, and service. Merciful
God,
receive our prayer.
*SHARING THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
OFFERING
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OFFERTORY HYMN If You But Trust in God to Guide You (ELW 769)
*Rise on 4th verse

*OFFERING PRAYER
God of abundance:
you have set before us a plentiful harvest.
As we feast on your goodness,
strengthen us to labor in your field,
and equip us to bear fruit for the good of all,
in the name of Jesus.
Amen.

11

*GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ;
who on this day overcame death and the grave,
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension,
we await his coming in glory.
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord,
and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food,
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord;
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be all honor and glory, now and forever.
Amen.
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen
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*INVITATION TO COMMUNION
The gifts of God for the people of God.
Come, for all is now ready.
Through this meal, we know forgiveness, life, and salvation as the blessings of God’s
sacramental grace. In response to Jesus’ invitation, all are welcome to come forward and
experience the real presence of Christ in the bread and wine. Those who do not receive the
bread and wine are invited to come forward for a blessing.
Grape juice and gluten free wafers are available upon request. Communion may also be
brought back to the pews for those who are unable to come forward.
COMMUNION SONG Lamb of God

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION
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COMMUNION HYMN We Place upon Your Table, Lord (ELW 467)

*POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
Let us pray.
Life-giving God, through this meal you have bandaged our wounds and fed us with your mercy.
Now send us forth to live for others, both friend and stranger, that all may come to know your
love. This we pray in the name of Jesus.
Amen.
*BLESSING
The God of peace,
Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit,
bless you, comfort you,
and show you the path of life
this day and always.
Amen.
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*SENDING SONG What a Fellowship, What a Joy Devine (ELW 774)

*DISMISSAL
“Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances, for this is the will of
God in Christ Jesus for you.” 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE
Assisting in worship today:
Assisting Minister: Missy Kramer
Acolyte: Olivia Claus
Ushers:
Offering: Nathan Kramer & Anna Kramer
8/28 – Olivia Claud & Nick Claus
Attendance last week: 46
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Notes for the day’s texts:
Through the lens of the gospel, today’s texts offer a clear identification of God’s work. What is
God doing? God is reaching out to the bound-up to proclaim release from captivity. God is
lifting up the oppressed. God is satisfying the needs of the afflicted. God raises up foundations.
God restores and rebuilds, reconciles and sets free. God, whose word can shake the very
foundations of the earth, speaks a better word than we’ve ever heard, or that we could ever
speak. Like yeast that’s included in bread dough or the seed of a particularly stubborn weed
sown in the garden (Luke 13:18-21), when God speaks, there’s no going back. The bread will
be leavened; the garden will have a mustard bush; and precious daughters and sons of Abraham
will be set free. It is God’s work and God’s activity that Isaiah calls us to be about. Why is the
prophet so confident that light will conquer darkness and needs will be satisfied? Because this is
already God’s work, or as the prophet says, because “the mouth of the Lord has spoken.”
These texts focus us on the verbs, the actions, of God. When we’re attuned to the verbs of God
within passages like these, it might make it easier to see and give witness to God’s work and the
verbs around us right now.
Today’s Music
Praise to the Lord, the Almighty. Text: Joachim Neander, 1650-1680; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt.,
Music: Ernewerten Gesangbuch, Part II, Stralsund, 1665. Public Domain.
O Day of Rest and Gladness. Text: Christopher Wordsworth, 1807–1885, alt., Music: German melody, 18th
cent.; adapt. X. L. Hartig, Melodien zum Mainzer Gesangbuche, 1833. Public Domain.
Psalm 16. Text: The New Metrical Psalter, Christopher L. Webber, © 2008. Music: Aaron Williams, 1731–
1776. Public Domain.
Doxology (Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow). Text: Thomas Ken, 1637-1711. Public Domain.
If You But Trust in God to Guide You. Text: Georg Neumark, 1621-1681; tr. composite
Music: Georg Neumark. Augsburg Fortress.
We Place upon Your Table, Lord. Text: M. F. C. Wilson, 1884–1944, alt., Music: W. Walker, Southern
Harmony, 1835. Public Domain.
What a Fellowship, What a Joy Device. Text: Elisha A. Hoffman, 1839-1929, Music: Anthony J. Showalter,
1858-1924. Public Domain.
Liturgy words and music taken from SundaysandSeasons.com Copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights
reserved. Reprinted with permission.
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