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“But she came and knelt before him, saying, “Lord, help me.” Then Jesus 

answered her, “Woman, great is your faith! Let it be done for you as you 

wish.” And her daughter was healed instantly.” 

                ~Matthew 15:25, 28 
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We are delighted to have you worship with us this morning!  

Know that you are welcome here just as you are. 

If you are looking for a church to call home, why not consider making this one your own? If this 

is your first time worshiping at St. John, please fill out the visitor information card stapled to 

your bulletin. 

 

Everything you need to follow worship can be found in this bulletin. As you are comfortable, 

please rise when there is an * and join in the congregational responses, noted in bold.  

All songs are marked with numbers. The red book in the pew has all the songs. Look for the 

large number in the upper corner of the page to find the correct song. 

 

During the time of Peace, you are invited to turn to those around you and offer a word of peace. 

We suggest a handshake and saying, “Peace be with you.” You are also welcomed to offer 

another gesture of peace (wave, fist-bump, smile, etc.). Hand sanitizer is available in each pew. 

 

At the time of Offering, you are invited to share a gift. Envelopes are available in the pews if 

you prefer. Online gifts may be made using the QR code below: 

 
You may also offer updates to our ongoing prayer list using the yellow cards in the pews and 

placing them in the offering plates. Guest information cards and member attendance cards 

(attached to the front of the bulletin) may also be placed in the offering plates. 

 

As Lutherans, we believe Christ is truly present in the elements of the Lord’s Supper. At the 

time of Holy Communion, all baptized individuals are welcome to come forward via the center 

aisle, receive the elements, and return via the side aisles. We begin at the front of the right side, 

commune all on the right side, then we will invite the left side forward. When you come 

forward, you may receive the bread from the pastor (gluten free wafers are available), then pre-

filled cups with wine or grape juice from the assisting minister. You may consume the elements 

after receiving them then place the empty cup in the tray held by the acolyte. Those who do not 

receive Holy Communion are welcome to come forward for a blessing.  

 

If you need a restroom, restrooms are located on the bottom floor at the far side of the building 

from the elevator. Restrooms may be accessed either via the stairs in the rear of the sanctuary, 

the stairs by the Greeting Area, or the elevator.  

A playroom is available downstairs for children who need a break from the worship service. 

This room is by the elevator on the lower level. An adult must remain with the child.  

Children are also welcome to utilize the books and puzzles available in the Greeting Area on 

the top level by the elevator. 
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As you prepare for worship, you are invited to fill out the blue prayer request forms located in each 

pew. The cards will be collected during our hymn of the day, and prayers will be offered during the 

prayers of intercession. 

 

PRELUDE 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, whose compassion endures forever. Amen. 

 

Let us confess our sin to God. Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Compassionate God, we confess to you all our sins.  

Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves.  

In your mercy, call us back to you. Your yoke is easy and your burden is light.  

Restore us to dwell in your peace. In Christ’s name we pray, Amen. 

 

We hear a word of forgiveness 
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*GATHERING HYMN Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service (ELW 712) 

 

 
 

 

*GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you.  
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*CANTICLE OF PRAISE 

 
 

(continued) 
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray. God of all peoples, your arms reach out to embrace all those who call upon 

you. Teach us as disciples of your Son to love the world with compassion and constancy, 

that your name may be known throughout the earth, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord. 

Amen.  
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WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 

FIRST READING: Genesis 45:1-15 

Moved to tears by Judah’s plea on behalf of Benjamin, Joseph declares, “I am Joseph!” and 

asks, “Is my father still alive?” Despite the brothers’ evil intent, God used Joseph to preserve 

many lives at a time of famine. 

 

A reading from Genesis. 

[After Judah offered himself in place of his brother Benjamin,] 1 Joseph could no longer control 

himself before all those who stood by him, and he cried out, “Send everyone away from me.” 

So no one stayed with him when Joseph made himself known to his brothers. 2 And he wept so 

loudly that the Egyptians heard it, and the household of Pharaoh heard it. 3 Joseph said to his 

brothers, “I am Joseph. Is my father still alive?” But his brothers could not answer him, so 

dismayed were they at his presence. 

  4 Then Joseph said to his brothers, “Come closer to me.” And they came closer. He said, “I 

am your brother, Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt. 5 And now do not be distressed or angry 

with yourselves because you sold me here, for God sent me before you to preserve life. 6 For the 

famine has been in the land these two years, and there are five more years in which there will be 

neither plowing nor harvest. 7 God sent me before you to preserve for you a remnant on earth 

and to keep alive for you many survivors. 8 So it was not you who sent me here but God; he has 

made me a father to Pharaoh and lord of all his house and ruler over all the land of Egypt. 
9 Hurry and go up to my father and say to him, ‘Thus says your son Joseph, God has made me 

lord of all Egypt; come down to me; do not delay. 10 You shall settle in the land of Goshen, and 

you shall be near me, you and your children and your children’s children, as well as your flocks, 

your herds, and all that you have. 11 I will provide for you there, since there are five more years 

of famine to come, so that you and your household and all that you have will not come to 

poverty.’ 12 And now your eyes and the eyes of my brother Benjamin see that it is my own 

mouth that speaks to you. 13 You must tell my father how greatly I am honored in Egypt and all 

that you have seen. Hurry and bring my father down here.” 14 Then he fell upon his brother 

Benjamin’s neck and wept, while Benjamin wept upon his neck. 15 And he kissed all his 

brothers and wept upon them, and after that his brothers talked with him. 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM: Psalm 133 

 1 How good and how pleasant it is, 

  when kindred live together in unity! 

 2 It is like fine oil upon the head, flowing down upon the beard, 

  upon the beard of Aaron, flowing down upon the collar of his robe. 

 3 It is like the dew of Hermon flowing down upon the hills of Zion. 

  For there the LORD has commanded the blessing: life forevermore.  

 

SECOND READING: ROMANS 11:1-2A, 29-32 

God has not rejected Israel. Rather, the call and gifts of God are irrevocable so that, while all 

have been disobedient, God has mercy upon all. 
A reading from Romans. 

 

[Paul writes:] 1 I ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! I myself am an Israelite, 

a descendant of Abraham, a member of the tribe of Benjamin. 2a God has not rejected his people 

whom he foreknew. 

 

  29 For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. 30 Just as you were once disobedient to 

God but have now received mercy because of their disobedience, 31 so also they have now been 

disobedient in order that, by the mercy shown to you, they also may now receive mercy. 32 For 

God has imprisoned all in disobedience so that he may be merciful to all. 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
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*GOSPEL READING: Matthew 15:10-28 

Jesus teaches his disciples that true purity is a matter of the heart rather than outward religious 

observances. Almost immediately, this teaching is tested when a woman considered to be a 

religious outsider approaches him for help. 

 

The holy gospel according to Matthew.  

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
10 [Jesus] called the crowd to him and said to them, “Listen and understand:11 it is not what goes 

into the mouth that defiles a person, but it is what comes out of the mouth that defiles.” 12 Then 

the disciples approached and said to him, “Do you know that the Pharisees took offense when 

they heard what you said?” 13 He answered, “Every plant that my heavenly Father has not 

planted will be uprooted. 14 Let them alone; they are blind guides of the blind. And if one blind 

person guides another, both will fall into a pit.” 15 But Peter said to him, “Explain this parable to 

us.” 16 Then he said, “Are you also still without understanding? 17 Do you not see that whatever 

goes into the mouth enters the stomach and goes out into the sewer? 18 But what comes out of 

the mouth proceeds from the heart, and this is what defiles. 19 For out of the heart come evil 

intentions, murder, adultery, sexual immorality, theft, false witness, slander. 20 These are what 

defile a person, but to eat with unwashed hands does not defile.” 

  21 Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and Sidon. 22 Just then a 

Canaanite woman from that region came out and started shouting, “Have mercy on me, Lord, 

Son of David; my daughter is tormented by a demon.” 23 But he did not answer her at all. And 

his disciples came and urged him, saying, “Send her away, for she keeps shouting after us.” 
24 He answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” 25 But she came and 

knelt before him, saying, “Lord, help me.” 26 He answered, “It is not fair to take the children’s 

food and throw it to the dogs.” 27 She said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall 

from their masters’ table.” 28 Then Jesus answered her, “Woman, great is your faith! Let it be 

done for you as you wish.” And her daughter was healed from that moment. 

 

The gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 

 

SERMON 
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*HYMN OF THE DAY There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy (ELW 588) 

(Blue prayer cards are collected) 
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*APOSTLES’ CREED 

 

Let us confess our faith in the words of the Apostles’ Creed 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting.  

Amen. 
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*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  

With bold trust in God’s unfailing provision, we pray for the church, those in need, and all of 

God’s creation. 

For believers around the world who stream to your holy mountain, that all be united in faith and 

harmony in the body of Christ. Let your church on earth be a witness to the beloved community 

of your heavenly kingdom. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

For your wondrous creation, that it thrives and flourishes as you intend. Raise up wise stewards 

to defend the natural world against carelessness and destruction. Safeguard endangered species 

and their habitats. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

For the nations of the world and all in authority, that they heed the cry of the outcast and ensure 

care for the most vulnerable. Give wisdom to leaders of countries, congregations, and 

communities, that they lead and serve justly. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

For all who are lonely, grieving, or struggling with chronic pain, that they find comfort, 

community, and hope. Send relief to all who struggle with illness of any kind, especially 

Geneva, Cherry, Henry, Harry, Sally, Debi, Karen, Nan, Beverly, Reed those on our prayer list, 

all whom we remember aloud or in our hearts and all who suffer in any way. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 
 

For this congregation, for visitors and those new to this faith community, that all may recognize 

the presence of Christ in each new face. Draw this community together in love and strengthen it 

in unwavering faith. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

For the saints before us whose work is done, that their faithful example continues to direct your 

church. May their witness remind us that your gifts and calling are irrevocable, whether in life 

or death. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

Renewing God, you hear our every prayer, spoken and unspoken, those we can verbalize and 

those we do not yet have the words to name. We lift the prayers of the people gathered in this 

space, (blue prayer cards are offered), and those we quietly entrust to you from the silence of 

our hearts. We commend our prayers to you, O God, through Jesus our Savior. Amen. 
 

PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

Let us share the peace of Christ with one another. 

 

You are invited to turn to those around you and offer a word of peace. We suggest a 

handshake and saying, “Peace be with you.” You are also welcome to offer another gesture of 

peace (wave, fist-bump, smile, etc.). Hand sanitizer is available in each pew. 
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MEAL 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ 

 

COLLECTION OF THE OFFERING  

You are invited to share a gift to support the ministries of this congregation during the 

following song. Envelopes are available in the pews if you prefer. Ongoing prayer requests, 

connection cards, and communion records are also collected in the offering plates. 

 

OFFERTORY HYMN Soli Deo Gloria (ELW 878) 
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*OFFERING PRAYER 

Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts.  

Help us take heart in you and share freely of your love,  

so that all creation can taste your abundance. 

We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. Amen. 
 

*GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you.  

And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts.  

We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ; 

who on this day overcame death and the grave, 

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

 



15 
 

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, 

who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, 

who preached good news to the poor, 

and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 

  

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, 

we await his coming in glory. 

  

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, 

and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, 

the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; 

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 

be all honor and glory, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

 on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever. Amen 
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*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Heaven has come near. Come, share in the feast! 

Taste and see that the Lord is good. This meal is for you.  

Thanks be to God! 

 

Through this meal, we know forgiveness, life, and salvation as the blessings of God’s 

sacramental grace. In response to Jesus’ invitation, all baptized individuals are welcome 

to come forward and experience the real presence of Christ in the bread and wine. Those 

who do not receive the bread and wine are invited to come forward for a blessing. 

Grape juice and gluten free wafers are available upon request. Communion may also be 

brought back to the pews for those who are unable to come forward. 

 

COMMUNION SONG Lamb of God  
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COMMUNION HYMN One Bread, One Body (ELW 496) 
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COMMUNION HYMN Healer of Our Every Ill (ELW 612)  

 

 
 

 

*POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and preserve you in grace.  

Amen 

 

*POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled with the 

abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, may share your love 

freely, as you have shared with us. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit 

nourishing us now and forever.  Amen. 

 

SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 

 

*BLESSING OF THE BACKPACKS 

 

*BLESSING 

Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, ☩ one God, bless, heal, and hold you today and always. Amen. 
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*SENDING SONG Oh, Praise the Gracious Power (ELW 651) 

 

 
 

*DISMISSAL 

Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!  

Thanks be to God.  
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The flowers on the altar were supplied by Cindy and Dave Knauff in memory of their parents. 

 

Assisting in worship today:   

Assisting Minister: Volunteer 

Acolyte: Volunteer 

Offering: Volunteers 

 

Notes for the day’s texts: 
“We are beggars; this is true.” These are reported to be Martin Luther’s last written words. Christians 

are “beggars” for God’s grace, undeserving but graced nonetheless. A beggar’s faith focuses not on 

what is given or accomplished or believed, but on what is received: the healing and sustenance 

desperately longed for and needed. 

In today’s gospel, the Canaanite woman is such a “beggar” for Jesus’ healing for her daughter. She is 

denied a place at the table at first, but she will accept even “crumbs” in the faith that Jesus’ healing 

power and love are intended even for her. As a gentile, she inhabits the margins of Jesus’ mission “to 

the lost sheep of the house of Israel” (Matt. 15:24). Jesus’ eventual response to her beggar’s faith 

reveals that the love of God even encompasses the margins. 

Marginalized or not, we are all beggars before God, as Paul reminds the Romans—all “imprisoned 

. . . in disobedience” (Rom. 11:32) and dependent on God. Thus, our sense of “insider” and “outsider” 

crumbles in the face of our common need and God’s abundant mercy to all. Instead of dividing those 

who have a place at the table and those who get crumbs, we have an opportunity to share hospitality 

with our fellow beggars. 

It can be challenging to see ourselves as beggars. Today the Canaanite woman becomes our model, as 

she persists with both humility and audacity. As disciples of Jesus and “beggars” for God’s grace, we 

live the same paradox of humility and audacity, boldly coming to Jesus and humbly acknowledging 

our need. Even though crumbs from God’s table would be enough for us, we are offered instead the 

abundance of Jesus’ own self in bread and wine and invited to share this abundance with insider and 

outsider alike. 

 

Today’s Music 
Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service. Text: Albert F. Bayly, 1901-1984, Music: The Sacred Heart, Philadelphia, 1844; arr. Selected Hymns, 1985. 

Oxford University Press (New York) / Public Domain / Augsburg Fortress. 

There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy. Text: Frederick W. Faber, 1814–1863, alt., Music: North American, 19th cent. Public Domain / CPH 

Publishing (SESAC). 

Soli Deo Gloria. Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950, Music: Marty Haugen. GIA Publications, Inc. 

One Bread, One Body. Text: John Foley, SJ, b. 1939, Music: John Foley, SJ. OCP (Oregon Catholic Press) 

Healer of Our Every Ill. Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950, Music: Marty Haugen. GIA Publications, Inc. 

Oh, Praise the Gracious Power. Text: Thomas H. Troeger, 1945-2022, Music: Carol Doran, b. 1936. Oxford University Press (New York).  

Liturgy words and music taken from SundaysandSeasons.com Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted with 

permission. Reprinted under One License - A-724822 and CCLI.  

 

Next Week’s Readings 

Genesis 45:1-15 Joseph reconciles with his brothers 

Psalm 133 How good and pleasant it is to live together in unity. (Ps. 133:1) 

Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32 God’s mercy to all, Jew and Gentile 

Matthew 15:[10-20] 21-28 The healing of the Canaanite woman’s daughter 


