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“Keep awake therefore, for you do not know on what day your 

Lord is coming.” 
                   ~Matthew 24:42   
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We are delighted to have you worship with us this morning!  

Know that you are welcome here just as you are 

 

If you are looking for a church to call home, why not consider making this one your own? If this 

is your first time visiting us, please fill out the visitor information card stapled to your bulletin. 

 

Everything you need to follow worship can be found in this bulletin. As you are comfortable, 

please rise when there is an * and join in the congregational responses, noted in bold.  

 

All songs are marked with numbers. The red book in the pew has all the songs. Look for the 

large number in the upper corner of the page to find the correct song. 

During the time of Peace, you are invited to turn to those around you and offer a word of peace. 

We suggest a handshake and saying, “Peace be with you.” You are also welcomed to offer 

another gesture of peace (wave, fist-bump, smile, etc.). Hand sanitizer is available in each pew. 

At the time of Offering, you are invited to share a gift as you are comfortable. You may also 

place any prayer requests for the pastor in the offering plates.  
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As you prepare for worship, you are invited to fill out the blue prayer request forms located in 

each pew. The cards will be collected during our hymn of the day, and prayers will be offered 

during the prayers of the people.  

 

PRELUDE 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

GREETING 

Peace to you and welcome, 

from the God who was there before the beginning, 

the Savior who saved us before we recognized our trouble, 

and the Spirit who completes our half-hearted prayers. 

 

LIGHTING THE ADVENT WREATH 

 

We join our voices together in song, waiting hopefully, expectantly for the fullness of Christ’s 

presence in our lives and in our world. We light this candle as we look to our first flickering 

glimpse of God’s goodness that will be born anew in our hearts in the coming of Jesus our 

Savior and Messiah.  

 

Light the first candle during the singing of the hymn. 

ADVENT SONG Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah (ELW 240) 

 
 

Praise to you, O God, our salvation who is near.  

You hold us in our wiaiting and keep us awake to the world. 

You show up in our lives at unexpected times. 

Bless us as we light this candle to keep vigil for your arrival. 

We trust that even though we do not know the day nor the hour, 

You hurry to gather all people to your peace.  
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*KYRIE 
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*CONFESSION  

Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, 

who alone does wondrous things. 

Blessed be God’s name forever. 

Amen. 

 

God is here, and God sees through every defense 

that fools the world. 

Since we cannot hide from God, 

there is nothing left to do 

but to be honest with each other 

and humble before God. 

 

So, in humility, 

we confess our sins. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

God of new beginnings, 

we confess that we have not welcomed your presence. 

We have strayed from your paths. 

We prepare for discord instead of peace. 

We dishonor one another and your creation. 

Purify us with your refining fire 

and set us again on your way of love, 

that we may bear fruit worthy of repentance, 

and welcome your coming among us. 

Amen. 

 

*ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 

People of God, 

Before our first mistakes,  

God perfected the plan for our salvation in Jesus Christ. 

Receive now the gift we have in God the Holy Trinity, 

the gift of grace and the total forgiveness of all sins. + 

Be free to love and rejoice in the way of the Lord. 

Amen.  
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*GATHERING SONG Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn (ELW 242) 

 
*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection save us from the 

threatening dangers of our sins and enlighten our walk in the way of your salvation, for 

you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
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WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 2:1-5 

 

A reading from the book of Isaiah. 
1The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 

 2In days to come 

  the mountain of the LORD’s house 

 shall be established as the highest of the mountains, 

  and shall be raised above the hills; 

 all the nations shall stream to it. 

  3Many peoples shall come and say, 

 “Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, 

  to the house of the God of Jacob; 

 that he may teach us his ways 

  and that we may walk in his paths.” 

 For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, 

  and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. 

 4He shall judge between the nations, 

  and shall arbitrate for many peoples; 

 they shall beat their swords into plowshares, 

  and their spears into pruning hooks; 

 nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 

  neither shall they learn war any more. 

 5O house of Jacob, 

  come, let us walk 

  in the light of the LORD! 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM 122 

 

 

 
 

1. Jerusalem: with what great joy  

  I heard them say, “Let us go there!”  

 And now at last we take our stand  

  Within your gates to offer prayer.  

 

2. Jerusalem: a city built  

  To be a place of unity;  

 The tribes go up, the tribes of God,  

  To praise God’s Name eternally.  

 

3. Jerusalem: within your walls  

  The thrones of justice serve God’s  

   will; 

 The ancient tribes of David’s house  

  Stand and unite God’s people still.  

 

 

 

4. Jerusalem: pray for its peace:  

  “May all who love you find success;  

 Peace be to all within your walls,  

  And in your towers be righteousness.  

 

5. Jerusalem: for kindreds’ sake  

  My prayers for you will never cease;  

 Because God’s house is standing there,  

  I pray forever for your peace.”

SECOND READING: Romans 13:11-14 

 

A reading from the book of Romans. 
11Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from sleep. 

For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; 12the night is far gone, the 

day is near. Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the armor of light; 13let us 

live honorably as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in debauchery and 

licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. 14Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make 

no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God.  
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*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
 

*GOSPEL READING: Matthew 24:36-44 

 

The holy gospel according to Matthew. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

[Jesus said to the disciples,] 36“About that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of 

heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 37For as the days of Noah were, so will be the coming 

of the Son of Man. 38For as in those days before the flood they were eating and drinking, 

marrying and giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, 39and they knew nothing 

until the flood came and swept them all away, so too will be the coming of the Son of 

Man. 40Then two will be in the field; one will be taken and one will be left. 41Two women will 

be grinding meal together; one will be taken and one will be left. 42Keep awake therefore, for 

you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. 43But understand this: if the owner of the 

house had known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake 

and would not have let his house be broken into. 44Therefore you also must be ready, for the 

Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour.” 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ 

 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 

 

SERMON 
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*HYMN OF THE DAY Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus (ELW 254) 

           (Blue prayer cards are collected during the song.) 

 
*APOSTLES’ CREED 

With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

 creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

 born of the virgin Mary, 

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

 was crucified, died, and was buried; 

 he descended to the dead. 

 On the third day he rose again; 

 he ascended into heaven, 

 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy catholic church, 

 the communion of saints, 

 the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

As we dwell in this season of preparation, let us pray for a world yearning for new hope. 

A brief silence. 

 

God of all, your children everywhere cry out for mercy. Awaken the church to the needs of 

our time. Unite us through our different cultures and customs, and break down barriers that 

separate us from one another and from you. Keep us alert to unexpected opportunities for 

mission and ministry. Hear us, O God. 

Sung Response:  

Wait for the Lord, whose day is near. Wait for the Lord; be strong, take heart!  
 

God of wonder, the earth’s beauty and abundance is your gift. Teach us your ways of sharing 

resources and caring for life. Guide us in ways of harmony and care. Beat our weapons into 

tools for serving the neighbor. Strengthen the resolve of all who work for an end to war. We 

pray for lasting peace in the land of Jesus’ birth. Hear us, O God. 

Sung Response:  

Wait for the Lord, whose day is near. Wait for the Lord; be strong, take heart!  
 

God of promise, your goodness is everlasting. In your lovingkindness, you desire fullness of 

life for everyone. Fill those who hunger. Comfort the grieving and attend to those near death. 

Bring help and hope to any who are sick or needing your care especially Jeff, Bob, Katie, 

Marcia, Geneva, Cherry, Winnie, Chuck, Henry, Harry, Roy, Pastor Storm, Ellen, Ruth, Sally, 

and those on our prayer list, and all whom we remember aloud or in our hearts. We give 

thanks for the lives of the faithful who now rest in you. Renew our trust in your promise of 

mercy, redemption, and new life. Hear us, O God. 

Sung Response:  

Wait for the Lord, whose day is near. Wait for the Lord; be strong, take heart!  
 

God of our longing, you know our deepest needs. You hear the prayers on our hearts that do 

not have words. We trust you to hear the prayers on the hearts of this congregation this day, 

especially (received prayer cards are read). In Jesus’ name we pray. 

 
 

*SHARING THE PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you.  
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MEAL 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 

OFFERING 

 

OFFERTORY HYMN All Earth Is Hopeful (ELW 266) 

*Rise on 4th verse

 
 

*OFFERING PRAYER 

Eternal God, you make the desert bloom 

and send springs of water to thirsty ground. 

Receive these simple gifts of bread, wine, and money, 

and make us messengers of your mercy and love 

for all in need of your healing and justice. 

We ask this through Christ our Savior. Amen. 
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*GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

The Lord is with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ. 

You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer, 

through whom you will also make all things new 

in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. 

In great love you send to us Jesus, your Son,  

who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,  

who preached good news to the poor,  

and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 

 

We give you thanks for his coming into the world 

to fulfill for us your holy will and to accomplish all things for our salvation. 

  

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, 

his life-giving death, resurrection and ascension, 

and the promise of his coming again, 

we give thanks to you, O Lord God, 

not as we ought but as we are able. 

For you allowed yourself to die 

the same way you were born: as a fragile person. 

We ask you to bless in the meal we are about to receive, 

that through your gifts of bread and wine, 

we may be filled with heavenly blessing and grace, 

and, receiving the forgiveness of sin, 

may be formed to live as your holy people  

in love and service to you and your people.  

 

To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 

be all honor and glory in your holy church, now and forever. 
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Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, 

 on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen 

 

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

The gifts of God for the people of God. Come and encounter the God who waits to love you. 

 

Through this meal, we know forgiveness, life, and salvation as the blessings of God’s 

sacramental grace. In response to Jesus’ invitation, all are welcome to come forward and 

experience the real presence of Christ in the bread and wine. Those who do not receive the 

bread and wine are invited to come forward for a blessing. 

Grape juice and gluten free wafers are available upon request. Communion may also be 

brought back to the pews for those who are unable to come forward. 

 

COMMUNION SONG Lamb of God 
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DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION  

 

COMMUNION HYMN The King Shall Come (ELW 260) 

 
 

*BLESSING OF COMMUNION OUTREACH 

Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the angel to feed 

Elijah with heavenly bread, assist us in this ministry on which we are sent forth. Bless those 

who carry your heavenly food to those unable to be with us this day. In your love and care, 

nourish and strengthen those to whom we bring this sacrament, that through the body and blood 

of your Son we all may know the comfort of your abiding presence.  

Amen. 

 

*POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

Faithful God, in this meal you have remembered your mercy, 

bringing heaven to earth in the body and blood of Christ. 

As we wait for the day when all your promises will be fulfilled, 

sustain us and strengthen us by this holy mystery. 

Guide us toward your promised future, 

coming to birth in Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 

*BLESSING 

God the eternal Word, who dwells with us in Jesus, 

and who holds us in the grace of the Holy Spirit, 

☩ bless you now and forever. 

Amen. 
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*SENDING SONG Joy to the World (ELW 267) 

 

 
 

*DISMISSAL 

“Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances, for this is the will of 

God in Christ Jesus for you.” 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 

 

Go in peace. Christ is near. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE 
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The flowers on the altar today are from Larry and Amy Werner in honor of their 

Grandchildren.  

 

Assisting in worship today:            

 Assisting Minister: Martha Ward 

Acolyte: Abigail Cardinal 

Ushers: Larry Werner                                                

Offering: Luca Knauff and Eva Knauff 

 

Attendance last week: 55 + 6 zoom 

 

 

Notes for the day’s texts: 

Christians await the second coming of Christ, the parousia, when we believe we will experience 

God’s reign in its fullness. In the meantime, we live, in the words of some theologians, 

“already, but not yet.” We look for glimpses of the dominion in the here and now. The season 

of Advent, and today’s readings, are designed to help turn us on to the excitement and 

anticipation of God’s reign in our lives and tune in to the infinite opportunities we have to 

participate in it. In other words, they want to wake us up! 

St. Paul exhorts us in today’s second reading to lead lives of faithful obedience until the final 

day. He also challenges us to participate in God’s dominion in the here and now, calling us to 

wake from sleep, to “put on Christ.” Eyes wide open and wrapped in Christ, we are called to a 

new day. Isaiah describes his own vision: gathered by God, learning and teaching God’s ways, 

walking in God’s paths, beating swords into ploughshares and spears to pruning hooks. Wide-

awake, active, and ready for encounters with Jesus, we may find God’s dominion when and 

where we least expect it. 

 

Today’s Music 
Light One Candle o Watch for Messiah. Text: Wayne L. Wold, b. 1954, Music: Yiddish folk tune. Augsburg Fortress. 

Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn. Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950, Music: Marty Haugen. 

GIA Publications, Inc. 

Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus. Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, Music: W. Walker, Southern Harmony, 1835. 

Public Domain.  

Psalm 96. Text: The New Metrical Psalter, Christopher L. Webber, © 2008. Music: GERMANY, W. Gardiner, 

Sacred Melodies, 1815, Public Domain. 
All Earth Is Hopeful.   Text: Alberto Taulé, b. 1932; tr. Madeleine Forell Marshall, b. 1946, Music: Alberto Taulé. OCP 

(Oregon Catholic Press). 

Wait for the Lord, Text and Tune: Taize Community, Jacques Bertheir, 1923-1994. © GIA Publications, Inc.  

The King Shall Come. Text: John Brownlie, 1859-1925, Music: A. Davisson, Kentucky Harmony, 1816; arr. Theodore A. 

Beck, 1929-2003. Public Domain / CPH Publishing (SESAC).. 

Joy to the World. Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748, Music: English melody, 18th cent.; arr. Lowell Mason, 1792-1872. Public 

Domain 

Liturgy words and music taken from SundaysandSeasons.com Copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

Reprinted with permission. 

Portions of the Liturgy from “Out of the Blue” © 2022 by Barn Geese Worship. Used by permission of Barn Geese 

Worship. [Adapted by Pastor Katie McNeal.]” 


