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“A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and work in 

the vineyard today.’ He answered, ‘I will not’; but later he changed his 

mind and went. The father went to the second and said the same; and 

he answered, ‘I go, sir’; but he did not go. Which of the two did the will of 

his father?”       ~Matthew 21:28-30 
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We are delighted to have you worship with us this morning!  

Know that you are welcome here just as you are. 

If you are looking for a church to call home, why not consider making this one your own? If this 

is your first time worshiping at St. John, please fill out the visitor information card stapled to 

your bulletin. 

 

Everything you need to follow worship can be found in this bulletin. As you are comfortable, 

please rise when there is an * and join in the congregational responses, noted in bold.  

All songs are marked with numbers. The red book in the pew has all the songs. Look for the 

large number in the upper corner of the page to find the correct song. 

 

During the time of Peace, you are invited to turn to those around you and offer a word of peace. 

We suggest a handshake and saying, “Peace be with you.” You are also welcomed to offer 

another gesture of peace (wave, fist-bump, smile, etc.). Hand sanitizer is available in each pew. 

 

At the time of Offering, you are invited to share a gift. Envelopes are available in the pews if 

you prefer. Online gifts may be made using the QR code below: 

 
You may also offer updates to our ongoing prayer list using the yellow cards in the pews and 

placing them in the offering plates. Guest information cards and member attendance cards 

(attached to the front of the bulletin) may also be placed in the offering plates. 

 

As Lutherans, we believe Christ is truly present in the elements of the Lord’s Supper. At the 

time of Holy Communion, all baptized individuals are welcome to come forward via the center 

aisle, receive the elements, and return via the side aisles. We begin at the front of the right side, 

commune all on the right side, then we will invite the left side forward. When you come 

forward, you may receive the bread from the pastor (gluten free wafers are available), then pre-

filled cups with wine or grape juice from the assisting minister. You may consume the elements 

after receiving them then place the empty cup in the tray held by the acolyte. Those who do not 

receive Holy Communion are welcome to come forward for a blessing.  

 

If you need a restroom, restrooms are located on the bottom floor at the far side of the building 

from the elevator. Restrooms may be accessed either via the stairs in the rear of the sanctuary, 

the stairs by the Greeting Area, or the elevator.  

A playroom is available downstairs for children who need a break from the worship service. 

This room is by the elevator on the lower level. An adult must remain with the child.  

Children are also welcome to utilize the books and puzzles available in the Greeting Area on 

the top level by the elevator. 
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As you prepare for worship, you are invited to fill out the blue prayer request forms located in each 

pew. The cards will be collected during our hymn of the day, and prayers will be offered during the 

prayers of intercession. 

 

PRELUDE 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who pours love into our hearts 

and healing upon the earth. 

Amen. 

 

Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, let us confess our sin. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

Compassionate God, 

we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness in the world and in our own hearts. 

Creation groans from overuse. 

Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships. 

Indifference keeps us from seeking justice. 

Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine love to others. 

Turn our hearts back to you. 

Restore our world and reconcile us to one another. 

Renew us to live as your holy people, following the way of Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

All you saints and sinners, this good news is for you: 

When everything else changes, God’s love is steadfast and sure, and nothing can ever separate 

you from the love of God. We have peace with God through Jesus Christ, in whom and through 

whom your sins are forgiven and you are freed to love the world as we have been loved. 

Amen.  
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*GATHERING HYMN At the Name of Jesus (ELW 416) 

 
 

*GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you.  
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*CANTICLE OF PRAISE Glory to God (ELW 163) 
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray. God of love, giver of life, you know our frailties and failings. Give us your 

grace to overcome them, keep us from those things that harm us, and guide us in the way 

of salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

PSALM 78:1-4 

“Hear my teaching, O my people; incline your ears to the words of my mouth. 

 2 I will open my mouth in a parable; I will declare the mysteries of ancient times— 

 3 that which we have heard and known, and what our forebears have told us, we will not hide 

from their children. 4 We will recount to generations to come the praiseworthy deeds and the 

power of the Lord, and the wonderful works God has done.” 

 

WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 
 

FIRST READING: Exodus 17:1-7 

Because the thirsty Israelites quarreled with Moses and put God to the test, Moses cried out in 

desperation to God. God commanded Moses to strike the rock to provide water for the people. 

The doubt-filled question, “Is the LORD among us or not?”—received a very positive answer. 

A reading from Exodus. 

 
1 From the wilderness of Sin the whole congregation of the Israelites journeyed by stages, as the 

LORD commanded. They camped at Rephidim, but there was no water for the people to drink. 
2 The people quarreled with Moses and said, “Give us water to drink.” Moses said to them, 

“Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you test the LORD?” 3 But the people thirsted there for 

water, and the people complained against Moses and said, “Why did you bring us out of Egypt, 

to kill us and our children and livestock with thirst?” 4 So Moses cried out to the LORD, “What 

shall I do for this people? They are almost ready to stone me.” 5 The LORD said to Moses, “Go 

on ahead of the people and take some of the elders of Israel with you; take in your hand the staff 

with which you struck the Nile and go. 6 I will be standing there in front of you on the rock at 

Horeb. Strike the rock, and water will come out of it, so that the people may drink.” Moses did 

so, in the sight of the elders of Israel. 7 He called the place Massah and Meribah, because the 

Israelites quarreled and tested the LORD, saying, “Is the LORD among us or not?” 

 

The word of the Lord.  

Thanks be to God. 
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SECOND READING: PHILIPPIANS 2:1-13 

As part of a call for harmony rather than self-seeking, Paul uses a very early Christian hymn 

that extols the selflessness of Christ in his obedient death on the cross. Christ’s selfless 

perspective is to be the essential perspective we share as the foundation for Christian accord. 

A reading from Philippians: 

 
1 If, then, there is any comfort in Christ, any consolation from love, any partnership in the Spirit, 

any tender affection and sympathy, 2 make my joy complete: be of the same mind, having the 

same love, being in full accord and of one mind. 3 Do nothing from selfish ambition or empty 

conceit, but in humility regard others as better than yourselves. 4 Let each of you look not to 

your own interests but to the interests of others. 5 Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ 

Jesus, 

 6 who, though he existed in the form of God, 

  did not regard equality with God 

  as something to be grasped, 

 7 but emptied himself, 

  taking the form of a slave, 

  assuming human likeness. 

 And being found in appearance as a human, 

  8 he humbled himself 

  and became obedient to the point of death— 

  even death on a cross. 

 

 9 Therefore God exalted him even more highly 

  and gave him the name 

  that is above every other name, 

 10 so that at the name given to Jesus 

  every knee should bend, 

  in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 

 11 and every tongue should confess 

  that Jesus Christ is Lord, 

  to the glory of God the Father. 

 

  12 Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my presence but 

much more now in my absence, work on your own salvation with fear and trembling, 13 for it is 

God who is at work in you, enabling you both to will and to work for his good pleasure. 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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*GOSPEL RESPONSE (ELW 172) 

 
 

*GOSPEL READING: Matthew 21:23-32 

After driving the moneychangers out of the temple (21:12), Jesus begins teaching there. His 

authority is questioned by the religious leaders, who are supposed to be in charge of the temple. 

 

The holy gospel according to Matthew.  

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

23 When [Jesus] entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to him as 

he was teaching and said, “By what authority are you doing these things, and who gave you this 

authority?” 24 Jesus said to them, “I will also ask you one question; if you tell me the answer, 

then I will also tell you by what authority I do these things. 25 Did the baptism of John come 

from heaven, or was it of human origin?” And they argued with one another, “If we say, ‘From 

heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Why, then, did you not believe him?’ 26 But if we say, ‘Of human 

origin,’ we are afraid of the crowd, for all regard John as a prophet.” 27 So they answered Jesus, 

“We do not know.” And he said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing 

these things. 

  28 “What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and work 

in the vineyard today.’ 29 He answered, ‘I will not,’ but later he changed his mind and went. 
30 The father went to the second and said the same, and he answered, ‘I go, sir,’ but he did not 

go. 31 Which of the two did the will of his father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, 

“Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God ahead 

of you. 32 For John came to you in the way of righteousness, and you did not believe him, but 

the tax collectors and the prostitutes believed him, and even after you saw it you did not change 

your minds and believe him.” 

 

The gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 

SERMON 
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*HYMN OF THE DAY As the Deer Runs to the River (ELW 331) 

(Blue prayer cards are collected) 

 

 
 
 

*APOSTLES’ CREED 

 

Let us confess our faith in the words of the Apostles’ Creed 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins,  

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  

Amen. 
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*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  

Reminded of God’s gracious and abundant love,  

we offer our prayers, confident that God hears us. (A brief silence.) 

 

Center your church in humility as we strive to follow in your way. Help us listen to the cries of 

those who have been unfairly hurt by the church and dare to name difficult truths. Show all your 

love. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

You call us to care for your creation. Lead us into your promise of a better world through 

sustainable practices and respect for your handiwork. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

Inspire all in positions of authority to act honorably. Remind them of their call to use their 

authority for the sake of the common good. Give them the gift of humility. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

Comfort those who come before you in fear and trembling. Calm troubled hearts with your 

forgiveness. Help all those in need, especially Geneva, Cherry, Henry, Harry, Sally, Debi, 

Karen, Nan, Beverly, Reed those on our prayer list, all whom we remember aloud or in our 

hearts and all who suffer in any way. Grant us your salvation. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

Change this congregation’s heart when we say no to your call. Open us to courageous learning 

and service in our community, especially in new or challenging places. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

Your steadfast love holds all the saints who have finished their work and are at rest. As we 

grieve, remind us of your mercy so we may also give thanks. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

Trusting in your gracious will, God, we pray that you guide us in your will as we lift these 

prayers to you. We pray for the joys and concerns on the hearts of your people gathered 

together this morning, especially we pray for (blue prayer cards are read). God of mercy, 

trusting in your promise of life, we entrust this prayer, what we have forgotten in this time, and 

whatever else you see that we need into your keeping. We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 

PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

Let us share the peace of Christ with one another. 

 

You are invited to turn to those around you and offer a word of peace. We suggest a 

handshake and saying, “Peace be with you.” You are also welcome to offer another gesture of 

peace (wave, fist-bump, smile, etc.). Hand sanitizer is available in each pew. 
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MEAL 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ 
 

COLLECTION OF THE OFFERING  

You are invited to share a gift to support the ministries of this congregation during the 

following song. Envelopes are available in the pews if you prefer. Ongoing prayer requests, 

connection cards, and communion records are also collected in the offering plates. 
 

HYMN DURING THE COLLECTION OF THE OFFERING  

The Trumpets Sound, the Angels Sing (ELW 531) 
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*OFFERTORY Let the Vineyards (ELW 182) 

 
 

BLESSING OF THE QUILTS 

 

*OFFERING PRAYER 

God of creation, you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly. All blessings are from 

you; make us generous with what we have. Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts in 

service to you and in love to our neighbors, today and always. Amen. 

 

*GREAT THANKSGIVING 

We gather at this table...  
 

The Lord be with you.  

And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts.  

We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

How can we not give thanks and praise? ... 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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But sometimes we forget...  

  

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

So we pray... 

 

...joining our voices with the cloud of witnesses with whom we approach the table of grace 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  

Amen 

 

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

The gifts of creation for God’s beloved creatures. Come and share. This meal is for you.  

Thanks be to God! 

 

Through this meal, we know forgiveness, life, and salvation as the blessings of God’s 

sacramental grace. In response to Jesus’ invitation, all baptized individuals are welcome 

to come forward and experience the real presence of Christ in the bread and wine. Those 

who do not receive the bread and wine are invited to come forward for a blessing. 

Grape juice and gluten free wafers are available upon request. Communion may also be 

brought back to the pews for those who are unable to come forward. 
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COMMUNION SONG Lamb of God (ELW 198) 

 
 

COMMUNION HYMN O Master, Let Me Walk with You (ELW 818) 
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COMMUNION HYMN The Lord Now Sends Us Forth (ELW 538) 

 

 
 
 

*POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and preserve you in grace.  

Amen 

 

*POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

Sustaining God, with your bread and cup, you nourish us with mercy and abundant life. 

By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world. Make us living signs of your 

liberation, healing, and love, following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray. 

Amen. 
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SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
 

*BLESSING 

May Creator God root you deep in grace, 

Creating God stand with you in strength and shine through you with grace and mercy,  

Creative God nourish you and sustain you in hope, 

May God the three-in-one, one-in-three,  

of whom, through whom, and in whom we have our being, 

bless you now and always. 

Amen.  

 

*SENDING SONG To Be Your Presence (ELW 546) 

 
 

DISMISSAL 

Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace. 

Thanks be to God. 
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Assisting in worship today:   
Assisting Minister: Valerie C 

Usher: Missy K 

Acolyte: Cate S 

Offering: Carissa M and Henry W 

 

Notes for the day’s texts: 
It is so easy and so tempting to build ourselves up at the expense of others. “I can’t imagine ever 

doing that.” “How can people live like that?” “Who would do such a thing?” At some point we all 

think or say these sorts of things. Like it or not, we use these words to comfort ourselves at the 

expense of others. 

But all people stand in need of God’s grace. Each of this day’s readings shows us this reality. In the 

parable of the two sons, Jesus invites us to choose between two sons when neither fully does the will 

of their father. Here Jesus makes the point that we are all equally in need of God’s grace. This is an 

invitation that extends to all people from a God deeply desiring a loving and life-giving relationship 

with humanity. 

In Philippians, we are reminded of Jesus’ act of grace on the cross, emptying himself, becoming sin 

so that all creation might be redeemed through him. In response, we discover a vision of the day in 

which all creation speaks with a unified voice, declaring that Jesus Christ is Lord. 

This is a day of confession and forgiveness. We confess our need for God, our distance from God, 

and our failures before God. In response, to our joy, we discover again the grace of God outpoured. 

All humans are in need of God’s grace; God extends grace to all, and one day we will confess that 

salvation as one people. All of today’s readings reveal the way in which all humans are equal in the 

eyes of God. 

 

Today’s Music 
At the Name of Jesus. Text: Caroline M. Noel, 1817–1877, Music: Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1872–1958 Public Domain / Oxford University Press 

(New York). 

As the Deer Runs to the River. Text: Herman G. Stuempfle Jr., b. 1923, Music: David Hurd, b. 1950. GIA Publications, Inc..  

The Trumpets Sound, the Angels Sing, Lord. Text: Graham Kendrick, b. 1950, Music: Graham Kendrick. Make Way Music. 

O Master, Let Me Walk with You. Text: Washington Gladden, 1836-1918, alt., Music: H. Percy Smith, 1825-1898.  Public Domain. 

The Lord Now Sends Us Forth. Text: Anonymous, Central America; tr. Gerhard M. Cartford, b. 1923, Music: Anonymous, Central America. 

Augsburg Fortress / Public Domain . 

To Be Your Presence. Text: Delores Dufner, OSB, b. 1939, Music: Charles V. Stanford, 1852–1924. GIA Publications, Inc. / Public Domain.  

Liturgy words and music taken from SundaysandSeasons.com Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted with 

permission. Reprinted under One License - A-724822 and CCLI.  

 

Next Week’s Readings 

Exodus 20:1-4, 7-9, 12-20 The commandments given at Sinai 

Psalm 19 The statutes of the Lord are just and rejoice the heart. (Ps. 19:8) 

Philippians 3:4b-14 Nothing surpasses the value of knowing Christ 

Matthew 21:33-46 The parable of the vineyard owner’s son 


