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We are delighted to have you worship with us this morning!
Know that you are welcome here just as you are.

If you are looking for a church to call home, why not consider making this one your own? If this
is your first time worshiping at St. John, please fill out the visitor information card stapled to
your bulletin.

Everything you need to follow worship can be found in this bulletin. As you are comfortable,
please rise when there is an * and join in the congregational responses, noted in bold.
All songs are marked with numbers. The red book in the pew has all the songs. Look for the
large number in the upper corner of the page to find the correct song.

During the time of Peace, you are invited to turn to those around you and offer a word of peace.
We suggest a handshake and saying, “Peace be with you.” You are also welcomed to offer
another gesture of peace (wave, fist-bump, smile, etc.). Hand sanitizer is available in each pew.

At the time of Offering, you are invited to share a gift. Envelopes are available in the pews if
you prefer. Online gifts may be made using the QR code below:
(=] et £ [
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You may also offer updates to our ongoing prayer list using the yellow cards in the pews and

placing them in the offering plates. Visitor information cards and member attendance cards
(attached to the front of the bulletin) may also be placed in the offering plates.

As Lutherans, we believe Christ is truly present in the elements of the Lord’s Supper. At the
time of Holy Communion, all baptized individuals are welcome to come forward via the center
aisle, receive the elements, and return via the side aisles. We begin at the front of the right side,

commune all on the right side, then we will invite the left side forward. When you come
forward, you may receive the bread from the pastor (gluten free wafers are available), then pre-
filled cups with wine or grape juice from the assisting minister. You may consume the elements
after receiving them then place the empty cup in the tray held by the acolyte. Those who do not
receive Holy Communion are welcome to come forward for a blessing.

If you need a restroom, restrooms are located on the bottom floor at the far side of the building
from the elevator. Restrooms may be accessed either via the stairs in the rear of the sanctuary,
the stairs by the Greeting Area, or the elevator.

A playroom is available downstairs for children who need a break from the worship service.
This room is by the elevator on the lower level. An adult must remain with the child.
Children are also welcome to utilize the books and puzzles available in the Greeting Area on

the top level by the elevator.
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You are invited to fill out the blue prayer request forms located in each pew as desired. The
cards will be collected during our hymn of the day, and prayers will be offered during the
prayers of intercession.

PRELUDE
ANNOUNCEMENTS

As we prepare our hearts and minds for worship, you are invited to offer a prayer for God to
lead, guide, nourish, and use you in worship this morning. You can use these or other words:

“Lord, I come to honor you in worship today. I ask that all the things of this week that can
crowd you out of my heart be set aside by the power of your Holy Spirit. Open my heart and
mind to meet you and receive you today. Amen.”

SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

*GREETING
Followers of Christ, believe this — God loved the world, God loves the world, God loves you!

May the truth of this great love story shine through our worship today,
and renew our sense of calling.

So come, with your tiredness, your frustrations and your discouragements;
come with your doubts, your fears, and your longings;
come, to discover yet again how Jesus reveals God’s love and mercy for us.

Come, in love for God, for each other, and for the world,
to listen for God’s Word to us, to offer our prayers, and to renew our calling.

Followers of Christ

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

Let us worship!



*GATHERING HYMN God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending (ELW 678)
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1 God,whose giv-ing knows no end-ing, from your rich and end - less store:
2 Skills and time are ours for press-ing toward the  goals of Christ, your Son:
3 Trea-sure, too, you have en-trust-ed, gain through pow’rs your grace con-ferred;
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O - pen wide our handsin shar-ing, as we heed Christ’sage-less call,
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thank-ful song shall rise for - ev - er, gra-cious do - nor of our days.
born with tal - ents, make us  ser-vants fit to an-swer at your throne.
heal - ing, teach-ing, and re - claim-ing, serv-ing you by lov-ing  all.

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, * one God, our maker, our helper, and our keeper. Amen.
Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
But first, let us consider: Where have we gone wrong this week? How have we harmed our
relationship with God, with our neighbor, and with ourselves? (a brief silence for reflection)

Let us pray: God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from
our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin,
receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen
Merciful and loving God,

we are your stiff-necked people. We trample on the needy.

We grumble about your grace to others. We turn away from the poor. Have mercy on us
and forgive our sins. Rejoice over us as ones who were lost and have been found. Amen.

Even when we are faithless, God remains faithful. Jesus Christ came into the world to save

sinners. You who were lost have been found. In the name of * Jesus, your sins are forgiven!
Amen.



*CANTICLE OF PRAISE Glory to God
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. O God, rich in mercy, you look with compassion on this troubled world. Feed
us with your grace, and grant us the treasure that comes only from you, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: Amos 6:1a, 4-7
A reading from Amos.

'"“Woe to those who are at ease in Zion
and for those who feel secure on Mount Samaria.

*Woe to those who lie on beds of ivory
and lounge on their couches
and eat lambs from the flock
and calves from the stall,
’who sing idle songs to the sound of the harp
and like David improvise on instruments of music,
®who drink wine from bowls
and anoint themselves with the finest oils
but are not grieved over the ruin of Joseph!
" Therefore they shall now be the first to go into exile,
and the revelry of the loungers shall pass away.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



PSALM: Psalm 146
The psalm is read responsively. The leader will read the light printed verses.
The congregation will read the bolded verses.

' Hallelujah!
Praise the LORD, O my soul!
T will praise the LORD as long as I live;
I will sing praises to my God while I have my being.
7 Put not your trust in rulers,
in mortals in whom there is no help.
“'When they breathe their last, they return to earth,
and in that day their thoughts perish.
? Happy are they who have the God of Jacob for their help,
whose hope is in the LORD their God;
®who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that is in them;
who keeps promises forever;
"who gives justice to those who are oppressed, and food to those who hunger.
The LORD sets the captive free.
* The LORD opens the eyes of the blind; the LORD lifts up those who are bowed down;
the LORD loves the righteous.
’The LORD cares for the stranger;
the LORD sustains the orphan and widow, but frustrates the way of the wicked.
'"The LORD shall reign forever,
your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. Hallelujah!



SECOND READING: 1 Timothy 6:6-19
A reading from 1 Timothy.

°Of course, there is great gain in godliness combined with contentment, ’ for we brought
nothing into the world, so that we can take nothing out of it, ® but if we have food and clothing,
we will be content with these. ” But those who want to be rich fall into temptation and are
trapped by many senseless and harmful desires that plunge people into ruin and destruction.

' For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil, and in their eagerness to be rich some have
wandered away from the faith and pierced themselves with many pains.

' But as for you, man of God, shun all this; pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love,
endurance, gentleness. '” Fight the good fight of the faith; take hold of the eternal life to which
you were called and for which you made the good confession in the presence of many
witnesses. ' In the presence of God, who gives life to all things, and of Christ Jesus, who in his
testimony before Pontius Pilate made the good confession, I charge you '“ to keep the
commandment without spot or blame until the manifestation of our Lord Jesus Christ, '* which
he will bring about at the right time—he who is the blessed and only Sovereign, the King of
kings and Lord of lords. '° It is he alone who has immortality and dwells in unapproachable
light, whom no one has ever seen or can see; to him be honor and eternal dominion. Amen.

'” As for those who in the present age are rich, command them not to be haughty or to set
their hopes on the uncertainty of riches but rather on God, who richly provides us with
everything for our enjoyment. ' They are to do good, to be rich in good works, generous, and
ready to share, '’ thus storing up for themselves the treasure of a good foundation for the future,
so that they may take hold of the life that really is life.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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*GOSPEL READING LUKE 16:19-31

The holy gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said:] '” “There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen and who feasted
sumptuously every day. *’ And at his gate lay a poor man named Lazarus, covered with sores,
*I'who longed to satisfy his hunger with what fell from the rich man’s table; even the dogs
would come and lick his sores.  The poor man died and was carried away by the angels to be
with Abraham. The rich man also died and was buried. *’ In Hades, where he was being
tormented, he lifted up his eyes and saw Abraham far away with Lazarus by his side. ' He
called out, ‘Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in
water and cool my tongue, for I am in agony in these flames.” *° But Abraham said, ‘Child,
remember that during your lifetime you received your good things and Lazarus in like manner
evil things, but now he is comforted here, and you are in agony. *° Besides all this, between you
and us a great chasm has been fixed, so that those who might want to pass from here to you
cannot do so, and no one can cross from there to us.” *’ He said, ‘Then I beg you, father, to send
him to my father’s house ** for I have five brothers—that he may warn them, so that they will
not also come into this place of torment.” > Abraham replied, ‘They have Moses and the
prophets; they should listen to them.” ** He said, ‘No, father Abraham, but if someone from the
dead goes to them, they will repent.” *' He said to him, ‘If they do not listen to Moses and the
prophets, neither will they be convinced even if someone rises from the dead.” ”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

CHILDREN’S SERMON

SERMON
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*HYMN OF THE DAY Build a Longer Table (ACS 1062)
(Blue prayer cards are collected)
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1 Build a long - er ta - ble, not a  high-er wall,
2 Build a saf - er ref - uge, not a larg - er jail;
3 Build a broad - er door - way, not a long - er fence.
4 When we lived as ex - iles, ref -u - gees a - broad,
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where the weak find shel - ter, mer - cy will not fail.
Love pro - tects all peo - ple, spar - ing no ex - pense.
Christ be - came our door - way to  the reign of God.
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For an -y place  where jus - tice is de - nied,
When we em - brace com - pas - sion more than fear,
So must our ta - bles wel - come those who roam.
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Christ breaks walls to piec - es; false di - wvi- sions end.
Christ will breach the jail  wall, free -ing all in - side.
Christ tears down our fenc - es: all are wel-come here.
None can be ex - clud - ed; all must find a home.

*APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.

Amen
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*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Gracious God, we come to you in prayer for the church, the world, and all in need.

We pray for the church, that it would remain faithful to the gospel, always striving to serve the
needs of those who are oppressed and rejecting the complacency that comes from wealth. God
of grace, receive our prayer.

We pray for creation, that the nations work together to protect and restore the earth, preserving
the beauty of the planet for future generations and honoring the gift of your creation. God of
grace, receive our prayer.

We pray for those in positions of authority, that they govern with justice and compassion,
recognizing the dignity of all people and working to promote peace and prosperity for all. God
of grace, receive our prayer.

We pray for people in any need, especially Geneva, Cherry, Winnie, Henry, Harry, Sally, Katie,
Debi, Anne, Karen, Nan, Beverly, those on our prayer list, all whom we remember aloud or in
our hearts and all who suffer in any way. Give them your assurance and courage when the path
forward is not clear. Liberate us from all that binds us, lift us up when we are bowed down, and
show us your love. God of grace, receive our prayer.

We pray for this congregation, that we would be strengthened to build a world where all can
thrive. Incite us to advocate for fair wages and just policies, and guide us in building a
community of mutual support. God of grace, receive our prayer.

We remember in thanksgiving the faithful departed. Inspire us by their example to love and
serve our neighbors, and bring us to eternal life. God of grace, receive our prayer.

God of life, we do not come to honor you alone. Thank you for those with whom we worship
today — both here and in eternity. We especially remember before you those whose joys and
concerns we carry with us in our worship (blue prayer cards are read). Confident in God’s
presence and promise, we entrust this prayer to you, O God, in the name of Jesus Christ, our
redeemer and friend. Amen.

*PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

Let us share Christ’s peace with one another.

You are invited to turn to those around you and offer a word of peace as we prepare to receive
God’s grace in communion. We suggest a handshake and saying, “Peace be with you.” You

are also welcome to offer another gesture of peace (wave, fist-bump, smile, etc.).
12



MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ

COLLECTION OF THE OFFERING
You are invited to support the ministries of this congregation through gifts and prayers at
this time. Ongoing prayer requests, connection cards, communion records, and financial
gifts are collected in the plates as we remember that we offer all of ourselves to God.

OFFERTORY HYMN In Christ Called to Baptize (ELW 575)
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One cup of thanks - giv - ing pro - claims Christ, our  head.
in cost -ly com - pas-sion re - flect - ing Christ’s ways.
In  Christ is our call - ing. In Christ may we grow.

*BLESSING OF THE QUILTS
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*OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray.

Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from the earth and nourish your whole
creation. Turn our hearts toward those who hunger in any way, that all may know your care; and
prepare us now to feast on the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

*GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It 1s indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,

through our Savior Jesus Christ;

who on this day overcame death and the grave,

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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O God most mighty, O God most merciful, O God our rock and our salvation,
hear us as we praise, call us to your table, grant us your life.

When the earth was a formless void, you formed order and beauty.

When Abraham and Sarah were barren, you sent them a child;

When the Israelites were enslaved, you led them to freedom.

Ruth faced starvation, David fought Goliath, and the psalmists cried out for healing,
and full of compassion, you granted the people your life.

You entered our sorrows in Jesus our brother.
He was born among the poor, he lived under oppression, he wept over the city.
With infinite love, he granted the people your life.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for
the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering his death, we cry out Amen. Amen.
Celebrating his resurrection, we shout Amen. Amen.
Trusting his presence in every time and place, we plead Amen. Amen.

O God, you are Breath: send your Spirit on this meal.

O God, you are Bread: feed us with yourself.

O God, you are Wine: warm our hearts and make us one.
O God, you are Fire: transform us with hope.

O God most majestic, O God most motherly, O God our strength and our song,

you show us a vision of a tree of life with fruits for all and leaves that heal the nations.
Grant us such life, the life of the Father to the Son, the life of the Spirit of our risen Savior,
life in you, now and forever.

Amen.

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen
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*INVITATION TO COMMUNION

You are invited to come to the table of grace; receive the gift of new life.
We come to this table not because we must but because we may,

not because we are strong, but because we are weak.

We come, not because any goodness of our own gives us a right to come,
but because we need mercy and help.

We come, because we love the Lord and would like to love him more.
We come, because he loved us and gave himself for us.

We come and meet the risen Christ together.

Come and taste the truth of God’s love, for God’s love is for you!
Thanks be to God!

Through this meal, we know forgiveness, life, and salvation as the blessings of God’s
sacramental grace. In response to Jesus’ invitation, all baptized individuals are welcome to
come forward and experience the real presence of Christ in the bread and wine. Those who do
not receive the bread and wine are invited to come forward for a blessing.

Grape juice and gluten free wafers are available upon request. Communion may also be
brought back to the pews for those who are unable to come forward.

COMMUNION SONG Lamb of God
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way the sin  of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.
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COMMUNION HYMN We Come to the Hungry Feast (ELW 479)

De .
DA .1 Il L L T Il % 1
M ] [ il i f 5' — J\/ I I }
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I We come to the hun-gry feast hun-gry for a word of peace.
2 We come to the hun-gry feast hun-gry for a world re - leased
3 We come to the hun-gry feast hun-gry that the hun - ger cease,
n u } } } i Il I
A — : — — = — —— e —
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To  hun - gry hearts un - sat - is - fied the love of God is
from hun - gry folk of ev -ty kind, the poor in bod -y,
and know-ing, though we  eat our fill, the hun - ger will stay
0N 4 .
Y % | y !
e e — —
J I [ L‘_ i & O
not de - nied. We come, we  come to the hun - gry feast.
poor in mind. We come, we come to the hun - gry feast.
with us; still  we come, we  come to the hun - gry feast.
COMMUNION HYMN [ Received the Living God (ELW 477)
n Refrain .
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I re-ceived the liv-ing God, and my heart is full of joy.
= ——— ——
I N & [#) & 1
: = == ”
I re-ceived the liv-ing God, and my heart is full of  joy.
= I i o e
§ e "
1 Je-sus said: I am the bread, knead-ed long to give you life;
2 Je-sus said: I am the way, and my Fa - ther longs for  you;
3 Je-sus said: I am the truth; come and fol - low close to me.
4 Je-sus said: I am the life, far from whom no thing can  grow,
0 : i m— - ; Refrain
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——
you who will  par-take of me need not ev - er fear to die.
so I come to bring you home to be one with us a - new.
You will know me in your heart, and my word shall make you free.
but re - ceive this liv - ing bread, and my Spir - it you shall know.
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*POST-COMMUNION BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and preserve you in grace. Amen

*POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

Let us pray.

O God, we give you thanks that you have set before us this feast, the body and blood of your
Son. By your Spirit strengthen us to serve all in need and to give ourselves away as bread for
the hungry, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

SENDING

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

*BLESSING

The God of righteousness,

who gives justice to the oppressed,

who gives food to the hungry,

who sets the prisoners free, I bless you now and forever.
Amen.
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*SENDING SONG Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service (ELW 712)

9
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Lord, whose love in hum-ble
Still your chil-dren wan-der
As we  wor - ship, grant us
Called by wor-ship to your

I T

ser - vice bore the weight of hu-man need,
home-less; still the hun - gry cry for bread;
vi - sion, till your love’s re - veal-ing light
ser - vice, forth in your dear name we go,

e

I Il 1
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who up - on the cross, for - sak - en, worked your mer-cy’s per - fect deed:

still the cap -tives long for free-dom; still in grief we mourn our dead.
in its height and depth and great-ness dawns up - on our quick-ened sight,

O

to the child, the youth, the a - ged, love in liv-ing deeds to show;
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we, your ser - vants,bring the wor -ship not of voice a - lone, but heart;
As you, Lord, in deep com-pas - sion healed the sick and freed the soul,
mak-ing known the needs and bur- dens your com-pas-sion bids wus bear,
hope and health, good-will and com - fort, coun-sel, aid, and peace we give,

| . | | - . . .
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con-se - crat - ing to your pur-pose ev-'ry gift which you im - part.
by your Spir - it send your pow - er to our world to make it whole.
stir-ring us  to ar - dent ser - vice, your a - bun-dant life to share.
that your ser - vants, Lord, in  free-dom may your mer - cy know and live.
*SENDING PRAYER

Holy One, we thank you for all that you have given us. We thank you for the relationships with
which you have blessed us, the guidance you have given us in your word, and the support,
healing, and love you have fed us with at your table. Take away our sin and carry us into the
week with the new beginning we have in your promised forgiveness. Lead us this week to be
your hands, your feet, and your voice in the world. Amen.

*DISMISSAL

“Then I heard the voice of the Lord say, ‘Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?’
And I said, ‘Here am I; send me!’” Isaiah 6:8

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord
Thanks be to God.
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Assisting in worship today:
Assisting Minister: Valerie C
Acolyte: Ava N
Offering: Jules K and Anna K
Greeters:

Attendance from last week: 56 +6 zoom

Notes for the day’s texts:

Today’s gospel evokes our sympathy. It opens the possibility—described as an
impossibility—of place-sharing, trading or sharing places with each other. It also echoes a
common theme: the pursuit of wealth in this world can lead us into idolatry and away from

faith in Christ. Instead, as the reading from 1 Timothy reminds us, we should pursue
righteousness, godliness, faith, love, endurance, and gentleness, so that there is no “poor man
named Lazarus” dying at our gates. After all, the greatest treasure—our eternal salvation—has
already been procured for us through Jesus’ death and resurrection. Knowing this, we can
share all we have with our neighbors, even our very place and salvation, confident that God
will continue to provide for our needs.

Consideration of and care for those in need (especially those “at our gate,” visible to us, of
whom we are aware) is an essential component of good stewardship. It is in the sharing of
wealth that we avoid the snare of wealth. It is the one whom death could not hold—who
comes to us risen from the dead—who can free us from the death grip of greed.

Today’s Music
God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending. Text: Robert L. Edwards, 1915-2006, Music: C. Hubert H. Parry, 1848-1918. Hope Publishing Company

(ASCAP) / Public Domain.

Build a Longer Table. Text: David Bjorlin, b. 1984, Music: French carol. GIA Publications, Inc..

In Christ Called to Baptize. Text: Ruth Duck, b. 1947, Music: Welsh traditional; arr. John Roberts, 1807—-1876, alt. Pilgrim Press/United Church
Press /Public Domain.

We Come to the Hungry Feast. Text: Ray Makeever, b. 1943, Music: Ray Makeever. Augsburg Fortress.

1 Received the Living God. Text: Anonymous, Music: Anonymous. Augsburg Fortress / Public Domain.

Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service. Text: Albert F. Bayly, 1901-1984, Music: The Sacred Heart, Philadelphia, 1844; arr. Selected Hymns,
1985. Oxford University Press (New York) / Public Domain / Augsburg Fortress.

Liturgy words and music taken from SundaysandSeasons.com Copyright © 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted with
permission. Reprinted under One License: #A-724822 and CCLI.

Greeting, adapted from “Call to Worship” by Ann Siddall, and posted on the Stillpoint Spirituality Centre website. https://stillpointsa.org.au/
Invitation to the Table, adapted from “Invitations to the Table” by Phil Whittall, © 2025 The Simple Pastor

Next Week’s Readings
Habakkuk 1:1-4, 2:1-4 Wicked surround the righteous, wait for the Lord
Psalm 37:1-9 Commit your way to the Lord; put your trust in the Lord
2 Timothy 1:1-14 Guard the treasure entrusted to you: faith and love in Christ
Luke 17:5-10 Faith the size of a mustard seed
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