“Whoever does not carry the cross and follow me

cannot be my disciple.”
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We are delighted to have you worship with us this morning!
Know that you are welcome here just as you are
If you are looking for a church to call home, why not consider making this one your own? If this
is your first time visiting us, please fill out the visitor information card stapled to your bulletin.
Everything you need to follow worship can be found in this bulletin. As you are comfortable,
please rise when there is an * and join in the congregational responses, noted in bold.
All songs are marked with numbers. The red book in the pew has all the songs. Look for the
large number in the upper corner of the page to find the correct song.
During the time of Peace, you are invited to turn to those around you and offer a word of peace.
We suggest a handshake and saying, “Peace be with you.” You are also welcomed to offer
another gesture of peace (wave, fist-bump, smile, etc.). Hand sanitizer is available in each pew.
At the time of Offering, you are invited to share a gift as you are comfortable. You may also
place any prayer requests for the pastor or visitor information cards in the offering plates.

As you prepare for worship, you are invited to fill out the blue prayer request forms located in
each pew. The cards will be collected during our hymn of the day, and prayers will be offered
during the Prayers of Intercession.
PRELUDE
*GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
Jesus tells us “For where two or three gather in my name, there am I with them.” Matt. 18:20
Therefore, gathered in God’s merciful presence, we humbly offer our prayers and worship.
Let us pray:
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are
hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

*GATHERING SONG Lift High the Cross (ELW 660)

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Most merciful God,
We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against
you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. For the sake of your son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us,
and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of
your holy name.
Amen.
God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together
with Christ. By grace we have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are
forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your
hearts through faith.
Amen.

*GLORY TO GOD

*PRAYER OF THE DAY
Direct us, O Lord God, in all our doings with your continual help, that in all our works,
begun, continued, and ended in you, we may glorify your holy name; and finally, by your
mercy, bring us to everlasting life, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
FIRST READING: Deuteronomy 30:15-20
A reading from the book of Deuteronomy.
15
See, I have set before you today life and prosperity, death and adversity. 16If you obey the
commandments of the Lord your God that I am commanding you today, by loving
the Lord your God, walking in his ways, and observing his commandments, decrees, and
ordinances, then you shall live and become numerous, and the Lord your God will bless you in
the land that you are entering to possess. 17But if your heart turns away and you do not hear, but
are led astray to bow down to other gods and serve them, 18I declare to you today that you shall
perish; you shall not live long in the land that you are crossing the Jordan to enter and
possess. 19I call heaven and earth to witness against you today that I have set before you life and
death, blessings and curses. Choose life so that you and your descendants may live, 20loving
the Lord your God, obeying him, and holding fast to him; for that means life to you and length
of days, so that you may live in the land that the Lord swore to give to your ancestors, to
Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
PSALM 1

1. How happy those who have not walked
With the ungodly of the land,
Nor lingered in the sinners’ way,
Nor sat with those who mock God’s
hand.
2. How happy those who love the law
And find in it their chief delight;
They meditate continually
Upon God’s law both day and night.

3. Like fruitful trees by flowing streams,
With leaves that never fade or fall,
Are those who serve God day and
night;
They find prosperity in all.

SECOND READING: Philemon 1-21
A reading from the book of Philemon.
1
Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother,
To Philemon our dear friend and co-worker, 2to Apphia our sister, to Archippus our fellow
soldier, and to the church in your house:
3
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
4

When I remember you in my prayers, I always thank my God 5because I hear of your love
for all the saints and your faith toward the Lord Jesus. 6I pray that the sharing of your faith may
become effective when you perceive all the good that we may do for Christ. 7I have indeed
received much joy and encouragement from your love, because the hearts of the saints have
been refreshed through you, my brother.
8

For this reason, though I am bold enough in Christ to command you to do your duty, 9yet I
would rather appeal to you on the basis of love—and I, Paul, do this as an old man, and now
also as a prisoner of Christ Jesus. 10I am appealing to you for my child, Onesimus, whose father
I have become during my imprisonment. 11Formerly he was useless to you, but now he is indeed
useful both to you and to me. 12I am sending him, that is, my own heart, back to you. 13I wanted
to keep him with me, so that he might be of service to me in your place during my
imprisonment for the gospel; 14but I preferred to do nothing without your consent, in order that
your good deed might be voluntary and not something forced. 15Perhaps this is the reason he
was separated from you for a while, so that you might have him back forever, 16no longer as a
slave but more than a slave, a beloved brother—especially to me but how much more to you,
both in the flesh and in the Lord.
17
So if you consider me your partner, welcome him as you would welcome me. 18If he has
wronged you in any way, or owes you anything, charge that to my account. 19I, Paul, am writing
this with my own hand: I will repay it. I say nothing about your owing me even your own
self. 20Yes, brother, let me have this benefit from you in the Lord! Refresh my heart in
Christ. 21Confident of your obedience, I am writing to you, knowing that you will do even more
than I say.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

*GOSPEL READING: Luke 14:25-33
The holy gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.
Now large crowds were traveling with [Jesus;] and he turned and said to them, 26“Whoever
comes to me and does not hate father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters, yes,
and even life itself, cannot be my disciple. 27Whoever does not carry the cross and follow me
cannot be my disciple. 28For which of you, intending to build a tower, does not first sit down
and estimate the cost, to see whether he has enough to complete it? 29Otherwise, when he has
laid a foundation and is not able to finish, all who see it will begin to ridicule him, 30saying,
‘This fellow began to build and was not able to finish.’ 31Or what king, going out to wage war
against another king, will not sit down first and consider whether he is able with ten thousand to
oppose the one who comes against him with twenty thousand? 32If he cannot, then, while the
other is still far away, he sends a delegation and asks for the terms of peace. 33So therefore,
none of you can become my disciple if you do not give up all your possessions.”
25

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
*DOXOLOGY

CHILDREN’S SERMON
SERMON

*HYMN OF THE DAY Lord Jesus, You Shall Be My Song (ELW 808)

*APOSTLES’ CREED
With the whole church, let us confess our faith.
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
As scattered grains of wheat are gathered together into one bread, so let us gather our prayers
for the church, those in need, and all of God’s good creation.
A brief silence.
We pray for the church around the world and for the mission of the gospel. Refresh the hearts
of your people, deepen our understanding of every good thing we share, and strengthen our
partnerships in the faith. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
For the well-being of the earth and all its creatures: for trees and forests, for all that will yield
fruit this season, and for streams and other bodies of water. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
For the nations and those in authority: for the elected leaders of our towns, states, and country,
and for international organizations. Grant wisdom to those who govern and raise up citizens
who make decisions in the best interest of their neighbors. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
For all in need: for those who suffer from disease, who struggle with homelessness or food
insecurity, for those whose family life is difficult, and for all in this community who need your
care especially Jeff, Bob, Katie, Marcia, Geneva, Cherry, Winnie, Chuck, Henry, Harry, Roy,
Pastor Storm, Karen, Ellen, Ruth, Sally, Ruth Ann, those on our prayer list, and all whom we
remember aloud or in our hearts. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
For this community of faith: for all our labors—begun, continued, and ended in you—that
they glorify your holy name. Bless your people with the strength to live into their many
vocations for the sake of the world. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
Gathered together in the sweet communion of the Holy Spirit, we lift up the prayers on the
hearts of this congregation this day (received prayer cards are read). Gracious God, we offer
these and all our prayers to you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.
*SHARING THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
OFFERING

OFFERTORY HYMN Take Up Your Cross, the Savior Said (ELW 667)
*Rise on 4th verse

*OFFERING PRAYER
Gracious God,
in your great love you richly provide for our needs.
Make of these gifts a banquet of blessing,
and make us ready to share with all in need;
through Jesus Christ, who sets a table for all.
Amen.

*GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ;
who on this day overcame death and the grave,
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension,
we await his coming in glory.
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord,
and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food,
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord;
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be all honor and glory, now and forever.
Amen.
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION
The gifts of God for the people of God.
Come for all is now ready.
Through this meal, we know forgiveness, life, and salvation as the blessings of God’s
sacramental grace. In response to Jesus’ invitation, all are welcome to come forward and
experience the real presence of Christ in the bread and wine. Those who do not receive the
bread and wine are invited to come forward for a blessing.
Grape juice and gluten free wafers are available upon request. Communion may also be
brought back to the pews for those who are unable to come forward.
DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION
COMMUNION SONG Lamb of God

COMMUNION HYMN All My Hope on God Is Founded (ELW 757)
1

All my hope on God is founded
who will all my trust renew,
who through change and chance will guide me,
only good and only true.
God unknown, God alone,
call my heart to be thine own.
2

3

Mortal pride and earthly glory,
sword and crown betray our trust;
what with care and toil we fashion,
tow'r and temple, fall to dust.
But thy pow'r, hour by hour,
is my temple and my tow'r.
Great thy goodness, e'er enduring;
deep thy wisdom, passing thought;
splendor, light, and life attend thee,
beauty springing out of naught.
Evermore from thy store
newborn worlds rise and adore.

4

Still from earth to God eternal
sacrifice of praise be done,
high above all praises praising
for the gift of God's own Son.
Christ doth call one and all:
ye who follow shall not fall.

*POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
Let us pray.
God of the abundant table, you have refreshed our hearts in this meal with bread for the
journey. Give us your grace on the road that we might serve our neighbors with joy; for the
sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.
*BLESSING
God, who gives life to all things
and frees us from despair,
bless you with truth and peace.
And may the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
guide you always in faith, hope, and love. Amen.

*SENDING SONG My Life Flows On in Endless Song (ELW 763)

*DISMISSAL
“Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances, for this is the will of
God in Christ Jesus for you.” 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE

The flowers on the altar today are from Janet Senka in memory of her parents, John and
Virginia Closshey.
Assisting in worship today:
Assisting Minister: Ruth Ann Tully
Acolyte: Nick Claus
Ushers: Matt Claus and Cardinal Family
Offering: Emma Niklewicz & Ella Niklewicz
9/11 – Ava Niklewicz & Ella Niklewicz
Attendance last week:
Notes for the day’s texts:
Freedom flows through all the readings this day. Moses reminds the people of Israel they have
the freedom to choose between life and prosperity or death and adversity. Ironically, this
freedom to choose life comes through the freedom to choose obedience to the commands of
God. In other words, Moses tells the people, they are free to choose bondage to God and life or
bondage to sin and death. Either way they will be bound to something.
In the second reading Paul reminds Philemon that he—Paul—is not free but is a “prisoner of
Christ Jesus.” Paul reminds Philemon that he has the freedom to hold on to his slave Onesimus
and the freedom to grant Onesimus freedom as his brother in Christ.
In the gospel Jesus speaks a challenging word, which resonates in ways that might make
modern people a tad uncomfortable. Jesus seems to suggest that our stuff, our possessions,
could make it difficult to follow faithfully. It is easy to dismiss this suggestion with a wave of
the hand, “Oh, that certainly is not me”—until you start to consider just how much stuff is
stored up in our homes and attics and garages.
In Christ, freedom comes from letting go. Freedom comes through giving away and trusting
Jesus. In Christ we are free people. Free to choose life, free to choose faithfulness, and free to
open our arms wide and receive the free grace of God.
Today’s Music
Lift High the Cross. Text: George W. Kitchin, 1827-1912; rev. Michael R. Newbolt, 1874-1956,
Music: Sydney H. Nicholson, 1875-1947. Hope Publishing Company (ASCAP)
Lord Jesus, You Shall Be My Song. Text: Les Petites Soeurs de Jésus and L'Arche Community; tr. Stephen
Somerville, b. 1931, Music: Les Petites Soeurs de Jésus and L'Arche Community. Augsburg Fortress.
Doxology (Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow). Text: Thomas Ken, 1637-1711. Public Domain.
Take Up Your Cross, the Savior Said. Text: Charles W. Everest, 1814-1877, alt., Music: W. Hauser, Hesperian
Harp, 1848; arr. hymnal version. Public Domain.
All My Hope on God Is Founded. Text: Joachim Neander, 1650-1680; para. Robert Bridges, 1844-1930, alt.,
Music: Herbert Howells, 1892-1983. Public Domain / Novello & Co., Ltd.
My Life Flows On in Endless Song. Text: Robert Lowry, 1826-1899, Music: Robert Lowry, alt.
Public Domain.
Liturgy words and music taken from SundaysandSeasons.com Copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights
reserved. Reprinted with permission.

