“Do-not be afraid; for see — I aun bringing yow good news of great
Jjoy for all the people to- yow iy born this day inthe city of David ov
Sawior, who- is the Messiah, the Lovd.”
~Luke 2:10-11

St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church

Christmas Day — December 25, 2025

420 Beaver St., PO Box 411
Mars, PA 16046-0411
www.stjohnchurchmars.org
Phone: 724-625-1830  email: office@stjohnchurchmars.org
Rev. Katie McNeal, Presiding Minister
Maizy Fisher, Director of Music Ministries



We are delighted to have you worship with us this morning!
Know that you are welcome here just as you are.
If you are looking for a church to call home, why not consider making this one your own? If this
is your first time worshiping at St. John, please fill out the visitor information card stapled to
your bulletin.

Everything you need to follow worship can be found in this bulletin. As you are comfortable,
please rise when there is an * and join in the congregational responses, noted in bold.
All songs are marked with numbers. The red book in the pew has all the songs. Look for the
large number in the upper corner of the page to find the correct song.

During the time of Peace, you are invited to turn to those around you and offer a word of peace
We suggest a handshake and saying, “Peace be with you.” You are also welcomed to offer
another gesture of peace (wave, fist-bump, smile, etc.). Hand sanitizer is available in each pew

At the time of Offering, you are invited to share a gift. Envelopes are available in the pews if

you prefer. Online gifts may be made using the QR code below:
OFH: A0

You may also offer updates to our ongoing prayer list using the yellow cards in the pews and
placing them in the offering plates. Visitor information cards and member attendance cards
(attached to the front of the bulletin) may also be placed in the offering plates.

As Lutherans, we believe Christ is truly present in the elements of the Lord’s Supper. At the
time of Holy Communion, all baptized individuals are welcome to come forward via the center
aisle, receive the elements, and return via the side aisles. We begin at the front of the right side,

commune all on the right side, then we will invite the left side forward. When you come
forward, you may receive the bread from the pastor (gluten free wafers are available), then pre-
filled cups with wine or grape juice from the assisting minister. You may consume the elements
after receiving them then place the empty cup in the tray held by the acolyte. Those who do not
receive Holy Communion are welcome to come forward for a blessing.

If you need a restroom, restrooms are located on the bottom floor at the far side of the building
from the elevator. Restrooms may be accessed either via the stairs in the rear of the sanctuary,
the stairs by the Greeting Area, or the elevator.

A playroom is available downstairs for children who need a break from the worship service.
This room is by the elevator on the lower level. An adult must remain with the child.
Children are also welcome to utilize the books and puzzles available in the Greeting Area on
the top level by the elevator.



Christmas Lessons and Carols with Reflections from Martin Luther

Luther’s reflections are drawn from Martin Luther’s Christmas Book as translated and edited
by Roland H. Bainton, Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 2017. Original edition copyright 1948 W.
L. Jenkins. Used by permission of Westminster John Knox Press.

*GATHERING SONG Once in Royal David’s City (ELW 269)
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1 Oncein roy-al Da - vid’s cit -y stood a low-ly cat - tle  shed,

2 He came down to earth from heav-en who 1s Godand Lord of all,
3 And our eyes at last shall see him,through his own re-deem-ing love;
4 Not in that poorlow - ly sta-ble, with the ox -en stand-ing by,
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where a moth-er laid her ba - by in a man-ger for his  bed:
and his shel-ter was a sta - ble,and his cra - dle was a stall;
for that child so dear and gen - tle is our Lord in heav’n a - bove;
we shall see him; but in  heav - en, set at God’sright hand on high;
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Mar-y was that moth-er mild, Je - sus Christ, her lit - tle child.
with the poor and meek and low-ly, lived on earth our Sav-ior ho-ly.
and he leads his chil - dren on to the place wherehe is  gone.
there his chil - dren gath - er round, bright like stars, with glo-ry crowned.

*OPENING DIALOGUE
Come! Look upon the baby Jesus,
cradled in the arms of his mother.
Seeing this wondrous sight,
may our hearts be comforted
and our spirits filled with peace.

Come! Listen to choirs of angels

announcing good news to all people.

Hearing this marvelous song, may we too sing:
Glory to God in the highest!

Come! Receive this ancient story in your heart,
not as history but as a gift.

Opening our hearts to this great mystery,
may Christ be born in us today.



*GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all.

And also with you.

*PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

All-powerful and unseen God, the coming of your light into our world has brightened weary
hearts with peace. Call us out of darkness, and empower us to proclaim the birth of your Son,
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

Amen.

FIRST READING: Luke 2:1-7

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be
registered. “This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of
Syria. 3All went to their own towns to be registered. *Joseph also went from the town of
Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended
from the house and family of David. *He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was
engaged and who was expecting a child. ®°While they were there, the time came for her to
deliver her child. ’And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth,
and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.

REFLECTION: Luther’s reflections on the birth of Jesus

Behold Christ lying in the lap of his young mother. . . . What can be sweeter than the Babe,
what more lovely than the mother! . . . Look at the Child, knowing nothing. Yet all that is
belongs to him, that your conscience should not fear but take comfort in him. Doubt nothing.
Watch him springing in the lap of the maiden. Laugh with him. Look upon this Lord of Peace
and your spirit will be at peace. . . . You will see how great is the divine goodness, which seeks
above all else that you should not despair. Trust him! Trust him! Here is the Child in whom is
salvation. To me there is no greater consolation given to mankind than this, that Christ became
man, a child, a babe, playing in the lap and at the breasts of his most gracious mother. Who is
there whom this sight would not comfort? Now is overcome the power of sin, death, hell,
conscience, and guilt, if you come to judge this gurgling Babe and believe that he is come, not
to judge you, but to save. (Martin Luther’s Christmas Book, p. 33)



CAROL Infant Holy, Infant Lowly (ELW 276)
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I In - fant ho - ly, in-fant low -1y, for his bed a cat - tle stall;
2 Flocks were sleep-ing, shep-herds keep-ing vig-il  till the morn-ing new
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ox -en low-ing, lit - tle know-ing Christ the child i1s Lord of all
saw the glo - ry, heard the sto -ry, ftid-ings of a gos-pel true.
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Swift-ly wing-ing, an- gels sing-ing, bells are ring-mng. td - ings bring-ing:

Thus re - joic - ing, free from sor - row, prais -es

volc-ing, greet the mor - row:

[r—

> aru— 4 - —r : i | - il = r

:%w | JI’  — - e ‘_E r P ——
Christ the child is Lord of all!  Christ the child is Lord of all
Christ the child was born for you! Christ the child was born for you!



SECOND READING: Luke 2:8-16

8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by
night. °Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around
them, and they were terrified. '°But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for see — I am
bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: ''to you is born this day in the city of
David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. *This will be a sign for you: you will find a child
wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger." '*And suddenly there was with the angel a
multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying,

1"Glory to God in the highest heaven,

and on earth peace among those whom he favors!"

SWhen the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, "Let
us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made
known to us." '®So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the
manger.

REFLECTION: Luther’s reflections on the shepherds and angels

Look at the shepherds. They were watching their flocks by night, and an angel came and made
them apostles, prophets, and children of God. . . . This is a great miracle that the shepherds
should have believed this message. They might easily have thought to themselves, “Are we two
shepherds worthy that the whole host of heaven should be marshaled for us and all the kings on
the earth and the dwellers in Jerusalem be passed by?”” I know I would have appealed to
common sense and I would have said: “Who am I compared to God and angels and kings? It is
an apparition.” But the Holy Spirit, who preached through the angels, caused the shepherds to
believe. They were so strong in the faith that they were worthy to be spoken to by angels and to
hear every angel in heaven singing a cantata just for them. This is a pure wonder that enters not
into the heart of man. Our God begins with angels and ends with shepherds. Why does he do
such preposterous things? He puts a Babe in a crib. Our common sense revolts and says, “Could
not God have saved the world some other way?” (Martin Luther’s Christmas Book, pp. 36, 40)



CAROL Go Tell It on the Mountain (ELW 290)
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I While shep-herds kept  their watch-ing  o’er  si - lent flocks by  night,

2 The shep-herds feared and trem-bled when, lo, a - bove the earth
3 Down im a lone - ly man-ger the hum-ble Christ was born;
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be - hold, through-out the heav-ens there shone a  ho - ly light

rang out the an - gel cho-rus that hailed our Sav -ior's birth.
and God sent us sal - va-tion that bless-ed Christ-mas morn.

- o 1 Y asos
e S e
g 1 1 1 1 r ) P - —| ‘lg._\;_/




THIRD READING: Matthew 2:1-12

Tn the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East
came to Jerusalem, 2asking, "Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we
observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage." *When King Herod heard
this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; *and calling together all the chief priests
and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. >They told
him, "In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet:

% And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,

are by no means least among the rulers of Judah,;

for from you shall come a ruler

who is to shepherd my people Israel."

"Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when the
star had appeared. *Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, "Go and search diligently for the
child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him
homage." “When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star
that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was. '"When they
saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. 'On entering the house, they
saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening
their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 2And having been
warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by another road.



REFLECTION: Luther’s reflections on Herod and the wise men

When the Wise Men received the divine revelation that the king of the Jews was born, they
made straight for Jerusalem, for, of course, they expected to find him at the capital in a lordly
castle and a golden chamber. Where else would common sense expect to find a king? But
because they were so sure of themselves, the star left them. Then they were sorely tried, and had
they relied solely on human wisdom, would surely have said: “Confound it! We have come all
this way for nothing. The star has deceived us. The devil has led us by an apparition. If a king
had been born, would he not be in the capital and in a palace? But when we come, the star
disappears and we find no one who knows anything about him. Can it be that we foreigners
should be the first to have news of him in the royal city? Everyone is so cold and unfriendly that
no one offers to go with us and show us the child. They do not believe themselves that to them a
king is born, and shall we come and find him? How desolate for the birth of a king! If a puppy
were born there would be some little stir, and here a king is supposed to be born and everything
is so still. . . . Should not the people be singing, capering, lighting lamps and torches, bedecking
the streets with roses and mayflowers? What a miserable king we are seeking! What fools we
have been to let ourselves start on this quest!”” Nature wants to feel and be certain before
believing, but grace will believe before she feels. Faith steps gaily into the darkness, trusting
simply in the Word.

But having come, they decided to inquire of the king before returning. At their report, Herod the
king “was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him.” Why was Herod terrified and all Jerusalem
with him? He had good reason to be afraid because he had tyrannized over the Jews for thirty
years. . . . Now Herod had a crafty plan. “The Jews,” thought he, “will hide the truth from me,
but I will find out the town where this king is to be born and also the time, and then if they hide
him, I will catch him anyway. I will kill so many babies that he cannot escape.” So he called the
scribes to him and said, “Where is Christ to be born?” Then perhaps through fear, the scribes
answered him that in the Prophet Micabh it is written that He should be born in Bethlehem.
(Martin Luther’s Christmas Book, pp. 50-52)



CAROL The First Noel (ELW 300)
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2 They look - ed up and  saw a star shin - ing
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FOURTH READING: John 1:1-5, 14-18

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. *He was
in the beginning with God. *All things came into being through him, and without him not one
thing came into being. What has come into being “in him was life, and the life was the light of
all people. *The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.

4And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a
father's only son, full of grace and truth. '*(John testified to him and cried out, "This was he of
whom I said, 'He who comes after me ranks ahead of me because he was before me.") *From
his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. "The law indeed was given through Moses;
grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. ¥ No one has ever seen God. It is God the only Son,
who is close to the Father's heart, who has made him known.

REFLECTION: Luther’s reflections on the Word made flesh

Let us, then, meditate upon the Nativity just as we see it happening in our own babies. I would
not have you contemplate the deity of Christ, the majesty of Christ, but rather his flesh. Look
upon the baby Jesus. Divinity may terrify man. Inexpressible majesty will crush him. That is
why Christ took on our humanity, save for sin, that he should not terrify us but rather that with
love and favor he should console and confirm.

This is the word of the prophet: “Unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given” (Isaiah 9:6).
This 1s for us the hardest point, not so much to believe that He is the son of the Virgin and God
himself, as to believe that this Son of God is ours. That is where we wilt. . . . Truly it is
marvelous in our eyes that God should place a little child in the lap of a virgin and that all our
blessedness should lie in him. And this Child belongs to all mankind. God feeds the whole
world through a Babe nursing at Mary’s breast. This must be our daily exercise: to be
transformed into Christ, being nourished by this food. Then will the heart be suffused with all
joy and will be strong and confident against every assault. (Martin Luther’s Christmas Book,
pp. 33, 16)
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CAROL Let Our Gladness Have No End (ELW 291)
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1 Let our glad - ness have no end, Hal - le - lu - jah!
2 Proph-e - sied in days of old, Hal - le - lu - jah!
3 See the love - liest bloom-ing rose, Hal - le - lu - jah!
4 In - to flesh is made the Word, Hal - le - lu - jah!
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*NICENE CREED
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.




*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Filled with good news of great joy, let us offer our prayers for the church, the earth, and all
people A brief silence.

The church sings a new song for you, O God. By the water of rebirth, you claim us as your own.
Renew all the baptized by your Spirit of grace and truth, and embolden us to announce your
salvation to all. God of grace,

receive our prayer.

The heavens and the earth are the work of your hands. By your Word, all things have come into
being. Protect coastlands and waters. Awaken in us a heightened care for habitats threatened by
rising sea levels. God of grace,

receive our prayer.

Beautiful are the feet of your messengers who announce peace. Sustain the work of diplomats,
relief agencies, and all who strive for peace in places of conflict and violence. God of grace,
receive our prayer.

You guard the lives of your faithful ones and rescue them in times of distress. Heed the cries of
all who are afraid. Comfort the grieving and despairing, the lonely and forgotten, and those who
are ill especially Geneva, Cherry, Winnie, Henry, Harry, Sally, Debi, Anne, Karen, Nan,
Beverly, those on our prayer list, all whom we remember aloud or in our hearts and all who
suffer in any way. God of grace,

receive our prayer.

Voices and instruments ring out with melodies of praise to you. Bless the music ministries of
this congregation and all who lead us in making a joyful noise in worship. God of grace,
receive our prayer.

We give you thanks for our ancestors in faith. As their lives bear witness to your light and love,
inspire us to testify to the hope we share in you. God of grace,
receive our prayer.

We commend these prayers to you, O God, trusting your grace made known to all, through the
Word made flesh, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

*SHARING THE PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.

And also with you.

Let us share the peace of Christ with one another.
14



OFFERING SONG Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence (ELW 490)
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2 King of kings, yet born of Mar-y, as of old on earth he stood,
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4 At his feet the six - winged ser-aph, cher - u - bim with sleep-less eye,
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Christ our God to ecarth de-scend - ing comes full hom-age to  de - mand.
he  will give to all the faith - ful  his own self for heav’'n-ly  food.
comes, the pow'rs of hell to van - quish, as the dark-ness clears a - way.
“Al - le - lu-1a! Al -le-lu - 1a! Al - le - lu - ia, Lord Most High!”
*OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray.

Good and loving God, we rejoice in the birth of Jesus, who came among the poor to bring the
riches of your grace. As you have blessed us with your gifts, let them be a blessing for others.
With the trees of the field, with all earth and heaven, we shout for joy at the coming of your
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.
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*GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.

In the wonder and mystery of the Word made flesh

you have opened the eyes of faith

to a new and radiant vision of your glory,

that, beholding the God made visible,

we may be drawn to love the God whom we cannot see.

Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life:
Blessed are you for the birth of creation.

Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light.
Blessed are you for your promise to your people.
Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams.
Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will.
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus,

the Word made flesh.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Amen.
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*THE LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray.
Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Glory to God in the highest! Come to the table of peace.

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION

*POST-COMMUNION BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in grace.
Amen.

*POST COMMUNION PRAYER

Let us pray. Radiant God, with our eyes we have seen your salvation, and in this meal we have
feasted on your grace. May your Word take flesh in us, that we may be your holy people,
revealing your glory made known to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

*BLESSING

May the Word that Mary brought to birth
carry you into new and abundant life.

May the Word that Joseph cradled in his arms
enfold you with love and strength.

May the Word that angels proclaimed in song
bring harmony to our world.

And the blessing of almighty God,

the Father, the + Son, and the Holy Spirit,

be upon you and remain with you always.

Amen.
17



*SENDING SONG Cold December Flies Away (ELW 299)
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And it spreads to all the carth from the mo-ment of its
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flow’r, On the bless-ed  tree blooms the red - dest flow'r. On the tree blooms the
light brings un-end - ing joy, brings the end-less joy of our hope, high - est
birth; and its beau-ty lives. In  the flow'r it lives, in the flow'r,and 1t
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rosc here in love’s own gar - den, full and strong in glo - ry.
hope, of our hope’s bright dawn - ing, Son be -lovid of heav - en.
spreads in its heav'n - ly  bright - ness sweet per - fume de - light - ful.

Dismissal

Glory to God in the highest!

And peace to God’s people on earth!
Go in peace. Share the gift of Jesus.
Thanks be to God.

Today’s Music
Once in Royal David’s City. Text: Cecil Frances Alexander, 1818-1895. Music: Henry J. Gauntlett, 1805-1876 Public Domain
Infant Holy, Infant Lowly. Text: Polish carol; tr. Edith M.G. Reed, 1885-1933, alt., Music: Polish carol. Public Domain / Augsburg Fortress.
Go Tell It on the Mountain. Text: African American spiritual, refrain; John W. Work Jr., 1872-1925, stanzas, alt.,
Music: African American spiritual. Public Domain.
The First Noel. Text: English traditional, Music: English traditional; arr. John Stainer, 1840-1901. Public Domain.
Let Gladness Have No End. Text: Bohemian carol, 15th cent.; tr. unknown, Music: Bohemian carol, 15th cent. Public Domain / Augsburg Fortress.
Let All Motal Flesh Keep Silence. Text: Liturgy of St. James; tr. Gerard Moultrie, 1829-1885, alt., Music: French folk tune, 17th cent. Public Domain.
Cold December Flies Away. Text: Catalonian carol; tr. Howard Hawhee, b. 1953, Music: Catalonian carol. Augsburg Fortress/Public Domain
Liturgy words and music taken from SundaysandSeasons.com Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission.
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