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“But when he noticed the strong wind, he became frightened, and 

beginning to sink, he cried out, “Lord, save me!” Jesus immediately 

reached out his hand and caught him, saying to him, “You of little 

faith, why did you doubt?” 

                ~Matthew 14:30-31 

 



2 
 

We are delighted to have you worship with us this morning!  

Know that you are welcome here just as you are. 

If you are looking for a church to call home, why not consider making this one your own? If this 

is your first time worshiping at St. John, please fill out the visitor information card stapled to 

your bulletin. 

 

Everything you need to follow worship can be found in this bulletin. As you are comfortable, 

please rise when there is an * and join in the congregational responses, noted in bold.  

All songs are marked with numbers. The red book in the pew has all the songs. Look for the 

large number in the upper corner of the page to find the correct song. 

 

During the time of Peace, you are invited to turn to those around you and offer a word of peace. 

We suggest a handshake and saying, “Peace be with you.” You are also welcomed to offer 

another gesture of peace (wave, fist-bump, smile, etc.). Hand sanitizer is available in each pew. 

 

At the time of Offering, you are invited to share a gift. Envelopes are available in the pews if 

you prefer. Online gifts may be made using the QR code below: 

 
You may also offer updates to our ongoing prayer list using the yellow cards in the pews and 

placing them in the offering plates. Guest information cards and member attendance cards 

(attached to the front of the bulletin) may also be placed in the offering plates. 

 

As Lutherans, we believe Christ is truly present in the elements of the Lord’s Supper. At the 

time of Holy Communion, all baptized individuals are welcome to come forward via the center 

aisle, receive the elements, and return via the side aisles. We begin at the front of the right side, 

commune all on the right side, then we will invite the left side forward. When you come 

forward, you may receive the bread from the pastor (gluten free wafers are available), then pre-

filled cups with wine or grape juice from the assisting minister. You may consume the elements 

after receiving them then place the empty cup in the tray held by the acolyte. Those who do not 

receive Holy Communion are welcome to come forward for a blessing.  

 

If you need a restroom, restrooms are located on the bottom floor at the far side of the building 

from the elevator. Restrooms may be accessed either via the stairs in the rear of the sanctuary, 

the stairs by the Greeting Area, or the elevator.  

A playroom is available downstairs for children who need a break from the worship service. 

This room is by the elevator on the lower level. An adult must remain with the child.  

Children are also welcome to utilize the books and puzzles available in the Greeting Area on 

the top level by the elevator. 
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As you prepare for worship, you are invited to fill out the blue prayer request forms located in each 

pew. The cards will be collected during our hymn of the day, and prayers will be offered during the 

prayers of intercession. 

 

PRELUDE 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, whose compassion endures forever. Amen. 

 

Let us confess our sin to God. Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Compassionate God, we confess to you all our sins.  

Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves.  

In your mercy, call us back to you. Your yoke is easy and your burden is light.  

Restore us to dwell in your peace. In Christ’s name we pray, Amen. 

 

We hear a word of forgiveness 
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*GATHERING HYMN What a Fellowship, What a Joy Divine (ELW 774) 

 

 
 

*GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 
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*CANTICLE OF PRAISE 

 
 

(continued) 
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray. O God our defender, storms rage around and within us and cause us to be 

afraid. Rescue your people from despair, deliver your sons and daughters from fear, and 

preserve us in the faith of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
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WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 

FIRST READING: Genesis 37:1-4, 12-28 

Though Joseph was Jacob’s favorite son, his jealous brothers sold him into slavery. Judah, who 

protected Joseph’s life, later gives a moving speech before Joseph in Egypt, indicating that the 

brothers had changed their ways (44:18-34). 

 

A reading from Genesis. 
1 Jacob settled in the land where his father had lived as an alien, the land of Canaan. 2 These are 

the descendants of Jacob.  

  Joseph, being seventeen years old, was shepherding the flock with his brothers; he was a 

helper to the sons of Bilhah and Zilpah, his father’s wives, and Joseph brought a bad report of 

them to their father. 3 Now Israel loved Joseph more than any other of his children because he 

was the son of his old age, and he made him an ornamented robe. 4 But when his brothers saw 

that their father loved him more than all his brothers, they hated him and could not speak 

peaceably to him. 

  12 Now his brothers went to pasture their father’s flock near Shechem. 13 And Israel said to 

Joseph, “Are not your brothers pasturing the flock at Shechem? Come, I will send you to them.” 

He answered, “Here I am.” 14 So he said to him, “Go now, see if it is well with your brothers 

and with the flock, and bring word back to me.” So he sent him from the valley of Hebron.  

  He came to Shechem, 15 and a man found him wandering in the fields; the man asked him, 

“What are you seeking?” 16 “I am seeking my brothers,” he said; “tell me, please, where they are 

pasturing the flock.” 17 The man said, “They have gone away, for I heard them say, ‘Let us go to 

Dothan.’ ” So Joseph went after his brothers and found them at Dothan. 18 They saw him from a 

distance, and before he came near to them they conspired to kill him. 19 They said to one 

another, “Here comes this dreamer. 20 Come now, let us kill him and throw him into one of the 

pits; then we shall say that a wild animal has devoured him, and we shall see what will become 

of his dreams.” 21 But when Reuben heard it, he delivered him out of their hands, saying, “Let 

us not take his life.” 22 Reuben said to them, “Shed no blood; throw him into this pit here in the 

wilderness, but lay no hand on him”—that he might rescue him out of their hand and restore 

him to his father. 23 So when Joseph came to his brothers, they stripped him of his robe, the 

ornamented robe that he wore, 24 and they took him and threw him into a pit. The pit was empty; 

there was no water in it. 

  25 Then they sat down to eat, and looking up they saw a caravan of Ishmaelites coming from 

Gilead, with their camels carrying gum, balm, and resin, on their way to carry it down to Egypt. 
26 Then Judah said to his brothers, “What profit is it if we kill our brother and conceal his blood? 
27 Come, let us sell him to the Ishmaelites and not lay our hands on him, for he is our brother, 

our own flesh.” And his brothers agreed. 28 When some Midianite traders passed by, they drew 

Joseph up, lifting him out of the pit, and sold him to the Ishmaelites for twenty pieces of silver. 

And they took Joseph to Egypt. 
 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM: Psalm 105:1-6, 16-22, 45b 

 1 Give thanks to the LORD and call upon God’s name; 

  make known the deeds of the LORD among the peoples. 

 2 Sing to the LORD, sing praises, and speak of all God’s marvelous works. 

 3 Glory in God’s holy name; let the hearts of those who seek the LORD rejoice. 

 4 Search for the strength of the LORD; continually seek God’s face.  

 5 Remember the marvels God has done, the wonders and the judgments of God’s mouth, 

 6 O offspring of Abraham, God’s servant, O children of Jacob, God’s chosen ones. 

 16 Then God called for a famine in the land and destroyed the supply of bread. 

 17 The LORD sent a man before them, Joseph, who was sold as a slave.  

 18 They bruised his feet in fetters; his neck they put in an iron collar. 

 19 Until his prediction came to pass, the word of the LORD tested him. 

 20 The king sent and released him; the ruler of the peoples set him free, 

 21 setting him as a master over his household, as a ruler over all his possessions, 

 22 to instruct his princes according to his will and to teach his elders wisdom. 45b Hallelujah! 
 

SECOND READING: ROMANS 10:5-15 

A right relationship with God is not something we achieve by heroic efforts. It is a gift received 

in the proclamation whose content is Jesus Christ. This proclaimed word creates our faith in 

the Lord Jesus Christ. Hence Christian proclamation is an indispensable component of God’s 

saving actions. 

A reading from Romans. 
 

5 Moses writes concerning the righteousness that comes from the law, that “the person who does 

these things will live by them.” 6 But the righteousness that comes from faith says, “Do not say 

in your heart, ‘Who will ascend into heaven?’ ” (that is, to bring Christ down) 7 “or ‘Who will 

descend into the abyss?’ ” (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). 8 But what does it say?  

 “The word is near you, 

  in your mouth and in your heart” 

(that is, the word of faith that we proclaim), 9 because if you confess with your mouth that Jesus 

is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 10 For 

one believes with the heart, leading to righteousness, and one confesses with the mouth, leading 

to salvation. 11 The scripture says, “No one who believes in him will be put to shame.” 12 For 

there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; the same Lord is Lord of all and is generous to 

all who call on him. 13 For “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.” 

  14 But how are they to call on one in whom they have not believed? And how are they to 

believe in one of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without someone to 

proclaim him? 15 And how are they to proclaim him unless they are sent? As it is written, “How 

beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!” 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
 

*GOSPEL READING: Matthew 14:22-33 

Matthew’s gospel typically portrays Jesus’ disciples as people of “little faith,” who fail despite 

their best intentions. In this story, Matthew shows how Jesus comes to the disciples when they 

are in trouble and sustains them in their time of fear and doubt.  

 

The holy gospel according to Matthew.  

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
22 [Jesus] made the disciples get into a boat and go on ahead to the other side [of the Sea of 

Galilee,] while he dismissed the crowds.23 And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went up 

the mountain by himself to pray. When evening came, he was there alone, 24 but by this time the 

boat, battered by the waves, was far from the land, for the wind was against them. 25 And early 

in the morning he came walking toward them on the sea. 26 But when the disciples saw him 

walking on the sea, they were terrified, saying, “It is a ghost!” And they cried out in fear. 27 But 

immediately Jesus spoke to them and said, “Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.” 

  28 Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water.” 29 He 

said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the boat, started walking on the water, and came toward 

Jesus. 30 But when he noticed the strong wind, he became frightened, and, beginning to sink, he 

cried out, “Lord, save me!” 31 Jesus immediately reached out his hand and caught him, saying to 

him, “You of little faith, why did you doubt?” 32 When they got into the boat, the wind ceased. 
33 And those in the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.” 
 

The gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 

SERMON 
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*HYMN OF THE DAY Kyrie  
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*APOSTLES’ CREED 

 

Let us confess our faith in the words of the Apostles’ Creed 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting.  

Amen. 
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*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  

With bold trust in God’s unfailing provision, we pray for the church, those in need, and all of 

God’s creation. 

We pray for the servants of your gospel in every place, that your word may be heard. Where 

your voice is scorned and your people persecuted, strengthen the church in its faithful witness. 

Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

For this world you have created, that all life may flourish. Preserve biodiversity in all its variety 

and help ecosystems to survive the extremes of a changing climate. Move our hearts with 

compassion to join in this work. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

For leaders of towns, states, nations, and organizations, and all who are in positions of 

authority, that they lead with justice and integrity. Teach us to respond with Christlike mercy to 

all who are afraid or in danger. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

For all who struggle amid the storms of life, that they find peace and hope in your loving 

presence. Comfort any who are lonely and grieving and all who suffer especially Geneva, 

Cherry, Henry, Harry, Sally, Debi, Karen, Nan, Beverly, Reed those on our prayer list, all 

whom we remember aloud or in our hearts and all who suffer in any way. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 
 

For this congregation and its ministries, that they reflect your love and life amid a turbulent 

world. Guide council members, elders, and other church leaders with your still, calm voice. 

Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

We give thanks for the faithful who have gone before us. Guide us in our earthly journey, that 

we may one day join them in your eternal kingdom. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

Renewing God, you hear our every prayer, spoken and unspoken, those we can verbalize and 

those we do not yet have the words to name. We lift the prayers of the people gathered in this 

space, (blue prayer cards are offered), and those we quietly entrust to you from the silence of 

our hearts. We commend our prayers to you, O God, through Jesus our Savior. Amen. 
 

PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

Let us share the peace of Christ with one another. 

 

You are invited to turn to those around you and offer a word of peace. We suggest a 

handshake and saying, “Peace be with you.” You are also welcome to offer another gesture of 

peace (wave, fist-bump, smile, etc.). Hand sanitizer is available in each pew. 
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MEAL 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ 

 

COLLECTION OF THE OFFERING  

You are invited to share a gift to support the ministries of this congregation during the 

following song. Envelopes are available in the pews if you prefer. Ongoing prayer requests, 

connection cards, and communion records are also collected in the offering plates. 

 

OFFERTORY HYMN When Peace Like a River (ELW 785)  

 
 

*OFFERING PRAYER 

Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts.  

Help us take heart in you and share freely of your love,  

so that all creation can taste your abundance. 

We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. 

Amen. 
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*GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you.  

And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts.  

We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ; 

who on this day overcame death and the grave, 

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, 

who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, 

who preached good news to the poor, 

and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 

  

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, 

we await his coming in glory. 

  

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, 

and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, 

the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; 

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 

be all honor and glory, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

 on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever. Amen 
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*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Heaven has come near. Come, share in the feast! 

Taste and see that the Lord is good. This meal is for you.  

Thanks be to God! 

 

Through this meal, we know forgiveness, life, and salvation as the blessings of God’s 

sacramental grace. In response to Jesus’ invitation, all baptized individuals are welcome 

to come forward and experience the real presence of Christ in the bread and wine. Those 

who do not receive the bread and wine are invited to come forward for a blessing. 

Grape juice and gluten free wafers are available upon request. Communion may also be 

brought back to the pews for those who are unable to come forward. 

 

COMMUNION SONG Lamb of God  
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COMMUNION HYMN Precious Lord, Take My Hand (ELW 773) 

 

1. Precious Lord, take my hand, lead me on, let me stand, 

I am tired, I am weak, I am worn. 

Through the storm, through the night, lead me on to the light 

Take my hand, precious Lord, lead me home. 

 

2.  When my way grows drear, precious Lord, linger near, 

When my life is almost gone, 

Hear my cry, hear my call, hold my hand, lest I fall 

Take my hand, precious Lord, lead me home. 

 

3.  When the darkness appears and the night draws near, 

And the day is past and gone, 

At the river I stand, guide my feet, hold my hand, 

Take my hand, precious Lord, lead me home. 
 

COMMUNION HYMN There Is a Balm in Gilead (ELW 614)  

 
 

*POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and preserve you in grace.  

Amen 
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*POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled with the 

abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, may share your love 

freely, as you have shared with us. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit 

nourishing us now and forever.  Amen. 

SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 

*BLESSING 

Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, ☩ one God, bless, heal, and hold you today and always. Amen. 

 

*SENDING SONG My Life Flows On in Endless Song (ELW 763) 

 
 

DISMISSAL 

Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!  

Thanks be to God. 
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The flowers on the altar were supplied by Janet Senka in memory of her son, Kenneth Senka. 

 

Assisting in worship today:   

Assisting Minister: Volunteer 

Acolyte: Volunteer 

Offering: Volunteers 

 

Notes for the day’s texts: 
In a world filled with noise and empty words, God comes to us as stillness and silence, even to the 

point that wind ceases (Matt. 14:32). Jesus walks over stormy waters to his disciples, entering their 

boat and being present with them despite their fears and doubts. Today’s readings encourage us to 

keep our words spare and meaningful, to lay aside our little faith with its wordy worries, and to listen 

for God, who comes to us as quieting comfort. 

The wind blows us powerfully, frighteningly, making even familiar places seem strange, stirring up 

the water to obscure our vision and make our journey fearful and slow. Today Jesus comes to us in 

our drowning panic, quickly responding to our “Lord, save me!” (v. 30). The “little faith” (v. 31) of 

Peter (and our little faith) is not only a chiding to “do better” in our faith lives and respond to Jesus’ 

call with discipline. It holds room for forgiveness. Even when we risk and screw up anyway, God’s 

hand is there to reach out and catch us. 

To command even the wind to be still is a powerful thing. If a very strong wind suddenly stopped 

near one of us, we would probably panic, wondering who did it, whether it was the calm eye of a 

storm, or whether a still bigger tornado is coming. But Jesus walked out upon the water and helped 

Peter in his fear to return to the boat’s safety and security. Jesus gives powerful reassurance and the 

gift of presence. God is not distant from our fears, but close to keep us safe. 

 

Today’s Music 
What a Fellowship, What a Joy Divine.  Text: Elisha A. Hoffman, 1839-1929, Music: Anthony J. Showalter, 1858-1924. Public Domain / 

Augsburg Fortress. 

When Peace Like a River. Text: Horatio G. Spafford, 1828-1888, Music: Philip P. Bliss, 1838-1876. Public Domain. 

Precious Lord, Take My Hand. Text: Thomas A. Dorsey, 1899-1993, Music: George N. Allen, 1812-1877, adapt. Thomas A. Dorsey. Unichappell 

Music Inc./ Alfred Publishing Co., Inc. 

There Is a Balm in Gilead. Text: African American spiritual, Music: African American spiritual. Public Domain. 

My Life Flows On in Endless Song. Text: Robert Lowry, 1826-1899, Music: Robert Lowry, alt.. Public Domain. 

Liturgy words and music taken from SundaysandSeasons.com Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted with 

permission. Reprinted under One License - A-724822 and CCLI.  

 

Next Week’s Readings 

Genesis 45:1-15 Joseph reconciles with his brothers 

Psalm 133 How good and pleasant it is to live together in unity. (Ps. 133:1) 

Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32 God’s mercy to all, Jew and Gentile 

Matthew 15:[10-20] 21-28 The healing of the Canaanite woman’s daughter 


