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We are delighted to have you worship with us this morning!
Know that you are welcome here just as you are.

If you are looking for a church to call home, why not consider making this one your own? If this
is your first time worshiping at St. John, please fill out the visitor information card stapled to
your bulletin.

Everything you need to follow worship can be found in this bulletin. As you are comfortable,
please rise when there is an * and join in the congregational responses, noted in bold.
All songs are marked with numbers. The red book in the pew has all the songs. Look for the
large number in the upper corner of the page to find the correct song.

During the time of Peace, you are invited to turn to those around you and offer a word of peace.
We suggest a handshake and saying, “Peace be with you.” You are also welcomed to offer
another gesture of peace (wave, fist-bump, smile, etc.). Hand sanitizer is available in each pew

At the time of Offering, you are invited to share a gift. Envelopes are available in the pews if
you prefer. Online gifts may be made using the QR code below:
O A0

SAiH
You may also offer updates to our ongoing prayer list using the yellow cards in the pews and

placing them in the offering plates. Guest information cards and member attendance cards
(attached to the front of the bulletin) may also be placed in the offering plates.

As Lutherans, we believe Christ is truly present in the elements of the Lord’s Supper. At the
time of Holy Communion, all baptized individuals are welcome to come forward via the center
aisle, receive the elements, and return via the side aisles. We begin at the front of the right side,

commune all on the right side, then we will invite the left side forward. When you come
forward, you may receive the bread from the pastor (gluten free wafers are available), then pre-
filled cups with wine or grape juice from the assisting minister. You may consume the elements
after receiving them then place the empty cup in the tray held by the acolyte. Those who do not
receive Holy Communion are welcome to come forward for a blessing.

If you need a restroom, restrooms are located on the bottom floor at the far side of the building
from the elevator. Restrooms may be accessed either via the stairs in the rear of the sanctuary,
the stairs by the Greeting Area, or the elevator.

A playroom is available downstairs for children who need a break from the worship service.
This room is by the elevator on the lower level. An adult must remain with the child.
Children are also welcome to utilize the books and puzzles available in the Greeting Area on

the top level by the elevator.
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As you prepare for worship, you are invited to fill out the blue prayer request forms located in each
pew. The cards will be collected during our hymn of the day, and prayers will be offered during the
prayers of intercession.

PRELUDE
ANNOUNCEMENTS

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, * one God,
who pours love into our hearts

and healing upon the earth.

Amen.

Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate God,

we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness in the world and in our own hearts.
Creation groans from overuse.

Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships.

Indifference keeps us from seeking justice.

Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine love to others.

Turn our hearts back to you.

Restore our world and reconcile us to one another.

Renew us to live as your holy people, following the way of Jesus Christ. Amen.

All you saints and sinners, this good news is for you:

When everything else changes, God’s love is steadfast and sure, and nothing can ever separate
us from the love of God. We have peace with God through Jesus Christ, in whom and through
whom our sins are forgiven and we are freed to love the world as we have been loved.

Amen.



*GATHERING HYMN Voices Raised to You (ELW 845)
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*GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

Give thanks to the Lord and call upon God’s name;

make known the deeds of the Lord among the peoples.

Let us sing to the Lord, sing praises, and speak of all God’s marvelous works.

Glory in God’s holy name; let the hearts of those who seek the Lord rejoice.
(Psalm 105:1-3)



*CANTICLE OF PRAISE Glory to God (ELW 163)
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray. Almighty and eternal God, you show perpetual lovingkindness to us your
servants. Because we cannot rely on our own abilities, grant us your merciful judgment,
and train us to embody the generosity of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

PREESENTATION OF NEW BIBLES

When people were baptized, people promised on their behalf to “bring them to the word of God
and the holy supper, teach them the Lord’s Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten Commandments,
place in their hands the holy scriptures, and nurture them in faith and prayer.”

In our support of their faith, we now place in their hands the Bible that they will use in Sunday
School this year, a version that helps them know the holy scriptures more and more as they
grow and learn and enter a new chapter of their faith formation.

I invite our presenters to bring the Bibles forward at this time.
And repeat after me:

Receive this Bible.

Hear God’s word with us.

Learn and tell its stories.

Discover its mysteries.

Honor its commandments.

Rejoice in its good news.

May God'’s life-giving word

inspire you and make you wise.

Students, I invite you to repeat after me:
We receive these Bibles

with our hands,

our hearts,

and our minds.

Together, let us lift up these individuals and their new Bibles!
We rejoice in this step in your journey with God.

We pray God will guide you, your family, and us

as you use this Holy Bible in your home,

in your Sunday School classes, and in our worship.

We will learn together and grow in our love for God's Word.



FIRST READING: Exodus 16:2-15
Faced with hunger in the wilderness, the Israelites longed for life back in Egypt and wished
they had never left. Then God miraculously and graciously gave them quails and manna to eat.

A reading from Exodus.

’ The whole congregation of the Israelites complained against Moses and Aaron in the
wilderness. ° The Israelites said to them, “If only we had died by the hand of the LORD in the
land of Egypt, when we sat by the pots of meat and ate our fill of bread, for you have brought us
out into this wilderness to kill this whole assembly with hunger.”

* Then the LORD said to Moses, “I am going to rain bread from heaven for you, and each day
the people shall go out and gather enough for that day. In that way I will test them, whether they
will follow my instruction or not. > On the sixth day, when they prepare what they bring in, it
will be twice as much as they gather on other days.” © So Moses and Aaron said to all the
Israelites, “In the evening you shall know that it was the LORD who brought you out of the land
of Egypt, ' and in the morning you shall see the glory of the LORD, because he has heard your
complaining against the LORD. For what are we, that you complain against us?” * And Moses
said, “When the LORD gives you meat to eat in the evening and your fill of bread in the
morning, because the LORD has heard the complaining that you utter against him—what are we?
Y our complaining is not against us but against the LORD.”

’ Then Moses said to Aaron, “Say to the whole congregation of the Israelites: ‘Draw near to
the LORD, for he has heard your complaining.” '’ And as Aaron spoke to the whole
congregation of the Israelites, they looked toward the wilderness, and the glory of the LORD
appeared in the cloud. '' The LORD spoke to Moses, '* “I have heard the complaining of the
Israelites; say to them, ‘At twilight you shall eat meat, and in the morning you shall have your
fill of bread; then you shall know that [ am the LORD your God.”

"“In the evening quails came up and covered the camp, and in the morning there was a layer
of dew around the camp. '* When the layer of dew lifted, there on the surface of the wilderness
was a fine flaky substance, as fine as frost on the ground. '> When the Israelites saw it, they said
to one another, “What is it?” For they did not know what it was. Moses said to them, “It is the
bread that the LORD has given you to eat.”

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



SECOND READING: PHILIPPIANS 1:21-30

Paul writes to the Philippians from prison. Though he is uncertain about the outcome of his
imprisonment, he is committed to the ministry of the gospel and calls on the Philippians to live
lives that reflect and enhance the gospel mission.

A reading from Philippians:

I For to me, living is Christ and dying is gain. **If T am to live in the flesh, that means fruitful
labor for me, yet I cannot say which I will choose. ** I am hard pressed between the two: my
desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better, ** but to remain in the flesh is more
necessary for you. *° Since I am convinced of this, I know that I will remain and continue with
all of you for your progress and joy in faith, °° so that, by my presence again with you, your
boast might abound in Christ Jesus because of me.

" Only, live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that, whether I come and
see you or am absent and hear about you, I will know that you are standing firm in one spirit,
striving side by side with one mind for the faith of the gospel “* and in no way frightened by
those opposing you. For them, this is evidence of their destruction but of your salvation. And
this is God’s doing. *’ For he has graciously granted you the privilege not only of believing in
Christ but of suffering for him as well, *" since you are having the same struggle that you saw I
had and now hear that I still have.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
*GOSPEL RESPONSE (ELW 172)
98-
(O EE—— e O Y o A B
g9 —9 21 v
Hal-le, hal-1le, hal - le - lu - jah. Hal - le, hal - le, hal -
0 u
Yy =
& . 7 o —
Y e | e
- le - lu = jah. Hal - le, hal - le, hal - le
n“ 1 1
& | | | = I I .
&2+ " F 24— 3
i ° ] =—n—=o

Iu - jah. Hal-le - lu - jah. Hal - le - lu - jah



*GOSPEL READING: Matthew 20:1-16
Jesus tells a parable about God’s generosity, challenging the common assumption that God
rewards people according to what they have earned or deserve.

The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said to the disciples:] ' “The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early
in the morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. * After agreeing with the laborers for a denarius
for the day, he sent them into his vineyard. ° When he went out about nine o’clock, he saw
others standing idle in the marketplace, * and he said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard,
and I will pay you whatever is right.” So they went. ° When he went out again about noon and
about three o’clock, he did the same. ® And about five o’clock he went out and found others
standing around, and he said to them, ‘Why are you standing here idle all day?’ ' They said to
him, ‘Because no one has hired us.” He said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard.” * When
evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his manager, ‘Call the laborers and give them
their pay, beginning with the last and then going to the first.”  When those hired about five
o’clock came, each of them received a denarius. '’ Now when the first came, they thought they
would receive more; but each of them also received a denarius. '' And when they received it,
they grumbled against the landowner, ' saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, and you have
made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.” '“ But he
replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did you not agree with me for a
denarius? '* Take what belongs to you and go; I choose to give to this last the same as I give to
you. > Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or are you envious
because I am generous?’ '° So the last will be first, and the first will be last.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

CHILDREN’S SERMON

SERMON



*HYMN OF THE DAY You Satisfy the Hungry Heart (ELW 484)
(Blue prayer cards are collected)
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*APOSTLES’ CREED
Let us confess our faith in the words of the Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
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*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Reminded of God’s gracious and abundant love,
we offer our prayers, confident that God hears us. (4 brief silence.)

Hold your church accountable for our unwillingness to share your good news and our anger at
your generosity to others. Nourish us by your grace to be witnesses to your love. Hear us, O
God. Your mercy is great.

Guide scientists and researchers studying responses to the climate crisis so that all your creation
may inspire us to give thanks for your great goodness. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Show employers the benefits of equal pay standards for all their employees. Reconcile conflicts
between employees. Fill places of employment with camaraderie and bring an end to
employment disparity. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Encourage any who cannot work or who cannot work a full day with the truth that their value
comes from your everlasting love for them. Provide for those who are injured, ill, and for all in
any need especially Geneva, Cherry, Henry, Harry, Sally, Debi, Karen, Nan, Beverly, Reed
those on our prayer list, all whom we remember aloud or in our hearts and all who suffer in any
way. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Strengthen all those in this congregation whose labor serves the needs of others in the
community. Inspire all in this congregation to support community endeavors with our time and
talents. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Comfort us with the promise of the resurrection as we remember all our loved ones whose
desire to be with Jesus is fulfilled. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Trusting in your gracious will, God, we pray that you guide us in your will as we lift these
prayers to you. We pray for the joys and concerns on the hearts of your people gathered
together this morning, especially we pray for (blue prayer cards are read). God of mercy,
trusting in your promise of life, we entrust this prayer, what we have forgotten in this time, and
whatever else you see that we need into your keeping. We ask this in Jesus’ name.

PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.

And also with you.

Let us share the peace of Christ with one another.

You are invited to turn to those around you and offer a word of peace. We suggest a

handshake and saying, “Peace be with you.” You are also welcome to offer another gesture of
peace (wave, fist-bump, smile, etc.). Hand sanitizer is available in each pew.
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MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ

COLLECTION OF THE OFFERING
You are invited to share a gift to support the ministries of this congregation during the
following song. Envelopes are available in the pews if you prefer. Ongoing prayer requests,
connection cards, and communion records are also collected in the offering plates.

HYMN DURING THE COLLECTION OF THE OFFERING
As Saints of Old (ELW 695)
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*OFFERTORY Let the Vineyards (ELW 182)
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*OFFERING PRAYER

God of creation, you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly. All blessings are from
you; make us generous with what we have. Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts in

a fore-taste of the feast

service to you and in love to our neighbors, today and always.

Amen.

*GREAT THANKSGIVING
We gather at this table...

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

How can we not give thanks and praise? ...
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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But sometimes we forget...

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

So we pray...

...Joining our voices with the cloud of witnesses with whom we approach the table of grace
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen
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*INVITATION TO COMMUNION

The gifts of creation for God’s beloved creatures.

Come and share. This meal is for you.
Thanks be to God!

Through this meal, we know forgiveness, life, and salvation as the blessings of God’s
sacramental grace. In response to Jesus " invitation, all baptized individuals are welcome
to come forward and experience the real presence of Christ in the bread and wine. Those
who do not receive the bread and wine are invited to come forward for a blessing.

Grape juice and gluten free wafers are available upon request. Communion may also be
brought back to the pews for those who are unable to come forward.

COMMUNION SONG Lamb of God (ELW 198)
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sin of the world; have mer-cy on us. O Lamb of God,
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you take a - way the sin of the world; grant us your peace.
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COMMUNION HYMN O Bread of Life from Heaven (ELW 480)
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1 O bread of life from heav - en, O food to pil - grims
2 O fount of grace re - deem - ing, O riv - er ev - er
3 We love you, Je - sus, ten - der, in all your hid - den
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giv - en, O man - na from a - Dbove: feed
stream - ing from Je - sus’ wound - ed side: come
splen - dor with - in these means of grace. Oh,
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with the bless - ed  sweet - ness of your di - vine com -
now, your love be - stow - ing on thirst - ing souls, and
let the veil be v - en, and our clear eye in
0 . |
7 1 Il | | | | 1
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plete - ness the souls that want and need your love.
flow - ing till all are ful - ly sat - is - fied.
heav. - en be - hold your glo - ry face to face.
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COMMUNION HYMN Give Me Jesus (ELW 770)
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1 In the morn-ing when [ rise, in  the morn-ing when I rise,
2 Dark ... mid-night was my cry, dark. . . mid-night was my cry,
3 Just a - bout the break of day, just a - bout the break of  day,
4 Oh, ..when I come to die, oh, ... when I come to die,
5 And . .when I want to sing, and ... when I want to sing,
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in the morn-ing when I rise, give me Je - sus.
dark. . . . mid-night was my cry, give me Je - sus.
just a - bout the break of day, give me Je - sus.
oh, ....when I come to die, give me Je sus.
and . . . . when I want to sing, give me Je - sus.
Refrain
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Give me Je - sus, give me Je - sus.
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You may have all the rest, give me Je - sus.

*POST-COMMUNION BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and preserve you in grace. Amen

*POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

Sustaining God, with your bread and cup, you nourish us with mercy and abundant life.
By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world. Make us living signs of your
liberation, healing, and love, following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray. Amen.

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

*BLESSING
May Creator God root you deep in grace,

Creating God stand with you in strength and shine through you with grace and mercy,
Creative God nourish you and sustain you in hope,
May God the three-in-one, one-in-three,

of whom, through whom, and in whom we have our being, bless you now and always. Amen.
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*SENDING SONG Lord of All Hopefulness (ELW 765)
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1 Lord of all hope - ful - ness, Lord of all Jjoy,
2 Lord of all ea - ger - ness, Lord of all faith,
3 Lord of all kind - i - ness, Lord of all grace,
4 Lord of all gen - tle - ness, Lord of all calm,
0 |
Y D I ! ! ! i | I
&b, — e e
D—eo——5 [ & » ot ] | i b |
J 1 : T |
whose trust, ev - er child - like, no cares could de - stroy:
whose strong hands were skilled at the plane and the lathe:
your hands swift to wel - come, your arms to em - brace:
whose voice is con - tent-ment, whose pres-ence is balm:
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be there at our wak - ing, and give us, we pray,
be there at our la - bors, and give us, we pray,
be there at our hom - ing, and give us, we pray,
be there at our sleep-ing, and give us, we pray,
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your bliss in  our  hearts, Lord, at the break of  the day.
your strength in  our  hearts, Lord, at the noon of  the day.
your love in our hearts, Lord, at the eve of  the day.
your peace in our hearts, Lord, at the end of  the day.
*DISMISSAL

As you go into the week,
Give thanks to the Lord and call upon God’s name; make known the deeds of the Lord among
the people. Search for the strength of the Lord; continually seek God’s face. Remember the
marvels God has done, the wonders and judgements of God’s mouth. When the people
hungered, they asked and God brought quail and satisfied them with bread from heaven. God
opened the rock and water flowed, so the river ran in the dry places. God remembered God’s
holy word and Abraham, God’s servant, and led forth God’s people with gladness, with shouts
of joy.

(Psalm 105:1, 4-5, 40-43)

So may you be led forth with gladness, satisfied with bread from heaven.
Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace.
Thanks be to God.
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Assisting in worship today:
Assisting Minister: Valerie C
Usher: Missy K
Young Reader: Carissa M
Acolyte: Josie W
Offering: Ava N and Ella N

Notes for the day’s texts:

The laborers who came in the early morning hours grumbled against the landowner because they
were paid the same as others who started later and worked fewer hours. These laborers are ill-at-ease
with the landowner’s choice “to give to this last the same as I give to you” (Matt. 20:14). Like Jonah,

they are uncomfortable with the unchecked mercy offered by the landowner/God. God doesn’t play
by our rules, and that can be very discomforting for us all.

Our discomfort with grace manifests itself in all sorts of ways. It can be discomforting for us to
engage the poor and the outcast of our society. It can be discomforting for us to welcome immigrants
into our communities. It can be discomforting to address the pervasive racism that still surrounds us.

And it can be very discomforting for us to open our lives to the transforming power of the cross of
Christ, whereby “the last will be first, and the first will be last” (Matt. 20:16).
Could it be that the more uncomfortable we become with the reckless love of God, the closer we are
to understanding the meaning of grace?

Today’s Music
Voices Raised to You. Text: Herman G. Stuempfle Jr., b. 1923, Music: Carolyn Jennings, b. 1936. GIA Publications, Inc. / Augsburg Fortress.
You Satisfy the Hungry Heart. Text: Omer Westendorf, 1916—-1997, Music: Robert E. Kreutz, 1922—-1996. International Liturgy Publications.
As Saints of Old. Text: Frank von Christierson, 1900-1996, alt., Music: English folk tune, arr. Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1872-1958. Hope
Publishing Company (ASCAP) / Public Domain.
O Bread of Life from Heaven. Text: Latin hymn, c. 1661; tr. Hugh T. Henry, 1862—1946, sts. 1, 3; tr. Philip Schaff, 1819-1893, st. 2,
Music: Heinrich Isaac, 1450—-1517; arr. Johann Sebastian Bach, 1685—1750. Public Domain.
Give Me Jesus. Text: African American spiritual, Music: African American spiritual; arr. hymnal version. Public Domain / Augsburg Fortress.
Lord of All Hopefulness. Text: Jan Struther, 1901-1953, Music: Irish traditional. Oxford University Press (New York) / Public Domain.
Liturgy words and music taken from SundaysandSeasons.com Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted with
permission. Reprinted under One License - A-724822 and CCLI.

Next Week’s Readings
Exodus 17:1-7 Water from the rock in the wilderness
Psalm 78:1-4, 12-16 We will recount to generations to come the power of the Lord. (Ps. 78:4)
Philippians 2:1-13 Christ humbled to the point of death on a cross
Matthew 21:23-32 A parable of doing God’s will
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