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We are delighted to have you worship with us this morning!
Know that you are welcome here just as you are.

If you are looking for a church to call home, why not consider making this one your own? If this
is your first time worshiping at St. John, please fill out the visitor information card stapled to
your bulletin.

Everything you need to follow worship can be found in this bulletin. As you are comfortable,
please rise when there is an * and join in the congregational responses, noted in bold.
All songs are marked with numbers. The red book in the pew has all the songs. Look for the
large number in the upper corner of the page to find the correct song.

During the time of Peace, you are invited to turn to those around you and offer a word of peace.
We suggest a handshake and saying, “Peace be with you.” You are also welcomed to offer
another gesture of peace (wave, fist-bump, smile, etc.). Hand sanitizer is available in each pew.

At the time of Offering, you are invited to share a gift. Envelopes are available in the pews if
you prefer. Online gifts may be made using the QR code below:
(=] et £ [
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You may also offer updates to our ongoing prayer list using the yellow cards in the pews and

placing them in the offering plates. Visitor information cards and member attendance cards
(attached to the front of the bulletin) may also be placed in the offering plates.

As Lutherans, we believe Christ is truly present in the elements of the Lord’s Supper. At the
time of Holy Communion, all baptized individuals are welcome to come forward via the center
aisle, receive the elements, and return via the side aisles. We begin at the front of the right side,

commune all on the right side, then we will invite the left side forward. When you come
forward, you may receive the bread from the pastor (gluten free wafers are available), then pre-
filled cups with wine or grape juice from the assisting minister. You may consume the elements
after receiving them then place the empty cup in the tray held by the acolyte. Those who do not
receive Holy Communion are welcome to come forward for a blessing.

If you need a restroom, restrooms are located on the bottom floor at the far side of the building
from the elevator. Restrooms may be accessed either via the stairs in the rear of the sanctuary,
the stairs by the Greeting Area, or the elevator.

A playroom is available downstairs for children who need a break from the worship service.
This room is by the elevator on the lower level. An adult must remain with the child.
Children are also welcome to utilize the books and puzzles available in the Greeting Area on

the top level by the elevator.
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As you prepare for worship, you are invited to fill out the blue prayer request forms located in
each pew. The cards will be collected during our hymn of the day, and prayers will be offered
during the prayers of intercession.

PRELUDE and ANNOUNCEMENTS

As we prepare our hearts and minds for worship, you are invited to offer a prayer for God to
lead, guide, nourish, and use you in worship this morning. You can use these or other words:

“Lord, I come to honor you in worship today. I ask that all the things of this week that can
crowd you out of my heart be set aside by the power of your Holy Spirit. Open my heart and
mind to meet you and receive you today. Amen.”

SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION
GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

*GATHERING HYMN Be Thou My Vision (ELW 793)
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*GREETING

Our faith is rich in mystery. Mystery that invites us to wonder with awe, and mystery that
challenges us and fills our hearts with questions. We ponder what we do not know, opening
ourselves to uncertainty, holding space for discernment. We struggle with spaces where faith is
hard, where faith feels insufficient. Our questions can feel destabilizing, challenging, and
uncomfortable. Yet we are emboldened by God’s invitation to enter into conversation, to bring
our questions, our struggles, and our uncertainties to God’s abundant grace and mercy. So
before we enter this searching time, let me tell you something that is unquestionably true:

God loves you. God embraces you.
And God uses everything — even the uncertain — to create love and connection.

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Please join me as we confess our sins together.

But first, consider: Where have you gone wrong this week?

How have you harmed your relationship with God, with your neighbor, and with yourself?
(a brief silence for reflection)

Let us pray: God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from
our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin,
receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

Merciful God,

you free us to love others, but we neglect our neighbors and follow our own way.
You lead us by the Spirit of joy and peace,

but we turn away from the abundant life you offer.

You surround us with patience, kindness, and generosity,

but we grow weary in doing what is right.

In your mercy, forgive us. Do not give up on us. Heal us, break our bonds,

and show us the path of life. Amen.

Know this: You belong to Christ Jesus and you are God’s child through faith.

In the cross of = Christ, and through the power of the Holy Spirit, our sins are forgiven.
You can doubt this love. But you can never change the truth of it.

God knows all and forgives all.

The only question that remains is whether we can accept love so freely given.

We accept God’s forgiveness, and we take our place in God’s purpose. Amen!
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*CANTICLE OF PRAISE Glory to God
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.

Benevolent God, you are the source, the guide, and the goal of our lives. Teach us to love
what is worth loving, to reject what is offensive to you, and to treasure what is precious in
your sight. As we read the words of Scripture, may the Holy Spirit move in and through
us so that we may be open to God’s heart and character in the words of Scripture through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.



WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: Ecclesiastes 1:2,12-14; 2:18-23
A reading from Ecclesiastes.

? Vanity of vanities, says the Teacher,
vanity of vanities! All is vanity.

121, the Teacher, was king over Israel in Jerusalem. " I applied my mind to seek and to
search out by wisdom all that is done under heaven,; it is an unhappy business that God has
given to humans to be busy with. '“ I saw all the deeds that are done under the sun, and see, all
is vanity and a chasing after wind.

»1%T hated all my toil in which I had toiled under the sun, seeing that I must leave it to my
successor, '~ and who knows whether he will be wise or foolish? Yet he will be master of all for
which I toiled and used my wisdom under the sun. This also is vanity. >’ So I turned and gave
my heart up to despair concerning all the toil of my labors under the sun, °' because sometimes
one who has toiled with wisdom and knowledge and skill must leave all to be enjoyed by
another who did not toil for it. This also is vanity and a great evil. > What do mortals get from
all the toil and strain with which they toil under the sun? * For all their days are full of pain, and
their work is a vexation; even at night their minds do not rest. This also is vanity. **There is
nothing better for mortals than to eat and drink and find enjoyment in their toil. This also, I saw,
is from the hand of God, **for apart from him who can eat or who can have enjoyment?

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



PSALM: Psalm 49:1-12

The psalm is chanted. The refrain is sung once through by all who wish. Then the tone by which
the verses are chanted is first played by the music director, who will sing the lightly printed
verses. The congregation will chant the verses printed in bold following the same chanted tone
as the music director. The vertical line indicates the change in tone. The refrain is sung again
by all as indicated with “R”.
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My  mouth shall speak of wis - dom.

'Hear this, ! all you peoples;
give ear, all you who dwell | in the world,
’you of high de- ! gree and low,
rich and | poor together.
s My mouth shall | speak of wisdom,
and my heart shall meditate on | understanding.
*1 will incline my ear ! to a proverb
and set forth my riddle up- ! on the harp. R
> Why should I be afraid in ! evil days,
when the wickedness of those at my ! heels surrounds me,
® the wickedness of those who put their trust in | their own prowess,
and boast of | their great riches?
"One can never re- | deem another,
or give to God the ransom for an- | other’s life;
®for the ransom of a life ! is so great
that there would never be e- | nough to pay it,
’in order to live forev- ! er and ever
and never ! see the grave.
'“For we see that the wise die also; like the dull and stu- ! pid they perish
and leave their wealth to those who come | after them.
"I Their graves shall be their homes forever, their dwelling places from generation to !
generation,
though they had named lands af- ! ter themselves.
' Even though honored, they cannot ! live forever;
they are like the | beasts that perish. R



SECOND READING: Colossians 3:1-11
A reading from Colossians.

''So if you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated
at the right hand of God. * Set your minds on the things that are above, not on the things that are
on earth, ° for you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. * When Christ who is
your life is revealed, then you also will be revealed with him in glory.

° Put to death, therefore, whatever in you is earthly: sexual immorality, impurity, passion,
evil desire, and greed (which is idolatry). ® On account of these the wrath of God is coming on
those who are disobedient. ' These are the ways you also once followed, when you were living
that life. “ But now you must get rid of all such things: anger, wrath, malice, slander, and
abusive language from your mouth. * Do not lie to one another, seeing that you have stripped off
the old self with its practices '’ and have clothed yourselves with the new self, which is being
renewed in knowledge according to the image of its creator. '' In that renewal there is no longer
Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, enslaved and free, but
Christ is all and in all!

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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*GOSPEL READING: Luke 12:13-21
The holy gospel according to Luke. Glory to you, O Lord.

"> Someone in the crowd said to [Jesus,] “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the family
inheritance with me.” '* But he said to him, “Friend, who set me to be a judge or arbitrator over
you?” '° And he said to them, “Take care! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed, for one’s
life does not consist in the abundance of possessions.” '° Then he told them a parable: “The land
of a rich man produced abundantly. '’ And he thought to himself, ‘What should I do, for I have
no place to store my crops?” '“ Then he said, ‘I will do this: I will pull down my barns and build
larger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods. '’ And I will say to my soul, Soul,
you have ample goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.” >’ But God said to
him, ‘You fool! This very night your life is being demanded of you. And the things you have
prepared, whose will they be?” *' So it is with those who store up treasures for themselves but
are not rich toward God.”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
CHILDREN’S SERMON and SERMON

*HYMN OF THE DAY God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending (ELW 678)
(Blue prayer cards are collected)
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*APOSTLES’ CREED

For some, the Apostles’ Creed is like liturgical muscle memory: You can say it without thinking
about it. Today we ask you to affirm your faith by answering questions so you might truly
consider what you believe. If you feel unable to affirm your faith today, listen to those around
you. Borrow some faith from them as we share these ancient words.

Do you believe there is a God who made us?
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

Do you believe this God sent a person named Jesus to save this world?
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

Do you believe the Holy Spirit calls, gathers, enlightens, and sanctifies us, animating our faith
and empowering the church?
I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen
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*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
In solidarity with all creation, we join our voice to the voice of the whole church and pray for
the needs of the world.

Renew in your church a perspective of life beyond worldly pursuits. Build an enthusiasm to
embrace life in Christ, so that Christ, the life of the world, is revealed to everyone. God of
grace, hear our prayer.

Revitalize and protect the treasures of wild places. Teach all people to value the earth, winds,
waters, trees, and animals, the gifts that make life possible on this planet. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

Speak wisdom to any in positions of power, that they cease practices of divisiveness, insult, and
oppression. Clothe all people in your image, and establish equity and peace. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

Reveal your loving presence in the lives of people suffering hunger and need, illness and grief,
pain and fear especially Bob, Geneva, Cherry, Winnie, Henry, Harry, Sally, Katie, Debi, Anne,
Karen, Nan, Beverly, those on our prayer list, all whom we remember aloud or in our hearts and
all who suffer in any way. Give strength to those who give care, and equip them with
compassion as they make your love known. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Store up in this congregation a full measure of gratitude and generosity. Guide the work of all
who attend to financial matters. Support those whose work in our community is difficult and
demanding; make us mindful of the toil that goes unnoticed. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Receive our thanks for the lives of your saints who now rest from their labors. Give us wisdom
through their witness and encourage us in love as we continue our lives in the world. God of
grace, hear our prayer.

Holy three, holy one, you hear our prayers, spoken and unspoken. We do not come to honor you
alone. Thank you for those with whom we worship today — both here and in eternity. We
especially remember before you now those whose joys and concerns we carry with us in our
worship (blue prayer cards are read). Receive our prayers and answer us, O God, in the name
of Jesus Christ. Amen.

*PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
Let us share Christ’s peace with one another.
You are invited to turn to those around you and offer a word of peace as we prepare to receive
God’s grace in communion. We suggest a handshake and saying, “Peace be with you.” You are

also welcome to offer another gesture of peace (wave, fist-bump, smile, etc.).
1



MEAL

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ

COLLECTION OF THE OFFERING
You are invited to support the ministries of this congregation through gifts and prayers at
this time. Ongoing prayer requests, connection cards, communion records, and financial
gifts are collected in the plates as we remember that we offer all of ourselves to God.

OFFERTORY HYMN Let My Spirit Always Sing (ACS 1020)

*Rise on verse 4
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*OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray. God of life, we may never know what you will do with these gifts. But we carry a
faith passed to us through generations. We set the table with food and drink harvested by many
hands. We break the bread of answered prayers. Use the gifts we give today to grow
tomorrow’s mercy.

Amen.

*GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It 1s indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,

through our Savior Jesus Christ;

who on this day overcame death and the grave,

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Gracious God, out of your unflinching yes for our salvation, you sent to us Jesus.
People had their doubts, but Jesus’ faith compelled them to ask,
“Is this really the one who will save us from our sins?”’

Christ’s abundant forgiveness to sinners, humiliating death at the hands of the state,
and glorious resurrection from the depths of the tomb
all told us and showed us the answer: yes! In Christ we can know forgiveness and salvation!

The night before Jesus died, the people who knew Jesus best were hungry for answers.
When Jesus gathered them for one last meal, uncertainty swirled in their hearts.

So to explain God’s love, to show it and share it,

in the night in which our Lord Jesus was betrayed,

he took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

When we eat this bread and drink this cup
we never have to question your love for us, Great God.

Now send the Spirit into this meal and into our hearts.

Blend this food and drink with holiness.

Fuse our searching souls with your perfect love,

and we will become people who delight in what you have done
and joyfully wonder what you shall make of us today.

To you, Holy God, Holy One, Holy Three be all praise today, tomorrow, and forever. Amen!

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen

15



*INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come to the table of grace; receive the gift of new life. You are invited. Bring your unanswered
questions with you, because the Spirit unquestionably beckons you to taste the truth of God’s

love. God’s love is for you!
Thanks be to God!

Through this meal, we know forgiveness, life, and salvation as the blessings of God’s
sacramental grace. In response to Jesus’ invitation, all baptized individuals are welcome to
come forward and experience the real presence of Christ in the bread and wine. Those who do
not receive the bread and wine are invited to come forward for a blessing.

Grape juice and gluten free wafers are available upon request. Communion may also be
brought back to the pews for those who are unable to come forward.

COMMUNION SONG Lamb of God
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have .. mer-cy up - on us, have .. mer-cy up - on us.
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Cor-de - rode Dios, i que qui-tas el pe-ca-do del mun-do;

O Lamb of . . God, you ..take a-waythesin of the world; . .
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da - nos v paz, da - nos fu  paz.
grant us  your peace, grant us your peace.
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COMMUNION HYMN All My Hope on God Is Founded (ELW 757)

1. All my hope on God is founded
who will all my trust renew,
who through change and chance will guide me,
only good and only true.
God unknown, God alone,
call my heart to be thine own.

2. Mortal pride and earthly glory,
sword and crown betray our trust;
what with care and toil we fashion,
tow'r and temple, fall to dust.
But thy pow'r, hour by hour,
is my temple and my tow'r.

3. Great thy goodness, e'er enduring;
deep thy wisdom, passing thought;
splendor, light, and life attend thee,

beauty springing out of naught.
Evermore from thy store
newborn worlds rise and adore.

4. Still from earth to God eternal
sacrifice of praise be done,
high above all praises praising
for the gift of God's own Son.
Christ doth call one and all:
ye who follow shall not fall.
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COMMUNION HYMN We Raise Our Hands to You, O Lord (ELW 690)

1. We raise our hands to you, O Lord,
like empty vessels.
Oh, come to us and give us life
from springs where living waters flow.

2. What good and blessing you bestow
are freely given.
Your pow'r will make the weakest strong
and barren branches start to bud.

3. Oh, make our barren trees to grow,
our hands to blossom,
and let our lives bring forth such fruit
that heals our neighbor's grief and pain.

4. As summer follows springtime's rain,
grace follows sorrow,
and grief and joy shall bear much fruit,
though hidden from our human eyes.

5. Through grace your new creation lies
in hands held open.
O Giver of all goodness, come,
dwell with us in our earthly home.

*POST-COMMUNION BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and preserve you in grace.
Amen

*POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

Let us pray We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing
power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you
and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

*BLESSING
The love of God abound in you; the grace of our Savior Jesus Christ fill your hearts;
and the life of the Spirit  bless you and give you peace. Amen.
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*SENDING SONG God of Grace and God of Glory (ELW 705)
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1 God of grace and God of glo - ry, on your peo - ple
2 Lo! The hosts of e - vil round us scorn the Christ, as -
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pour your pow'’r; crown your an - cient chur - ch’s  sto - ry;
sail his ways! From the fears  that long have bound us
your con - trol; shame our wan - ton, self - ish glad - ness,
we de - plore; let the gift of your sal - wva - tion
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bring its bud to glo-rious flow’r. Grant us wis-dom, grant us cour-age
free our hearts to faith and praise. Grant us wis-dom, grant us cour-age
rich in things and poor in soul. Grant us wis-dom, grant us cour-age,
be our glo-ry ev - er- more. Grant us wis-dom, grant us cour-age,
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for the fac-ing of this hour, for the fac - ing of this hour.
for the liv-ing of these days, for the liv - ing of these days.
lest we miss your king-dom’s goal, lest we miss your king-dom’s goal.
serv - ing you whomwe a - dore, serv-ing you whom we a - dore.
*SENDING PRAYER

Holy One, we thank you for all that you have given us. We thank you for the relationships with
which you have blessed us, the guidance you have given us in your word, and the support,
healing, and love you have fed us with at your table. Take away our sin and carry us into the
week with the new beginning we have in your promised forgiveness. Lead us this week to be
your hands, your feet, and your voice in the world. Amen.

*DISMISSAL
[Jesus said,] “Go into all the world and proclaim the good news to the whole creation.”
Mark 16:15
Go in peace. You are the body of Christ.
Thanks be to God.

19



The flowers on the altar today were supplied by Jamie and Erin Weaver in celebration of
Denis Bishop and Denise Hager’s birthday.

Assisting in worship today:
Assisting Minister: David D
Acolyte: Ava N
Offering: Jules K and Eva K
Greeters: Ruth Ann T

Attendance from last week:

Notes for the day’s texts:

Today’s texts offer instruction and encouragement for all who are occasionally overwhelmed
by the “unhappy business” of life. Jesus urges us to take care and be on guard against all kinds
of greed. We who have died with Christ in holy baptism have also been raised with him and
are encouraged to elevate our thinking, seeking the “things that are above.” To that end we
seek the sustenance of the Lord’s supper and the encouragement of God’s word.

Today’s Music
Be Thou My Vision. Text: Irish, 8th cent.; vers. Eleanor H. Hull, 1860-1935, alt.; tr. Mary E. Byrne, 1880-1931,
Music: Irish traditional. Public Domain.
God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending. Text: Robert L. Edwards, 1915-2006, Music: C. Hubert H. Parry, 1848-1918. Hope
Publishing Company (ASCAP) / Public Domain.
Let My Spirit Always Sing. Text: Shirley Erena Murray, 1931-2020, Music: Jane Marshall, 1924-2019. Hope Publishing Company
(ASCAP) / Augsburg Fortress.
All My Hope on God Is Founded. Text: Joachim Neander, 1650-1680; para. Robert Bridges, 1844-1930, alt., Music: Herbert
Howells, 1892-1983. Public Domain / G. Schirmer, Inc.
We Raise Our Hands to You, O Lord. Text: Svein Ellingsen, b. 1929; tr. Hedwig T. Durnbaugh, b. 1929, Music: Trond Kverno, b.
1945. Augsburg Fortress / Norsk Musikforlag.
God of Grace and God of Glory. Text: Harry E. Fosdick, 1878-1969, Music: John Hughes, 1873-1932. Public Domain.
Liturgy words and music taken from SundaysandSeasons.com Copyright © 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted
with permission. Reprinted under One License - #A-724822 and CCLI .

Next Week’s Readings
Genesis 15:16 God'’s promise of a child for Abram and Sarai
Psalm 33:12-22 Let your lovingkindness be upon us, as we place our hope in you
Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16, A model for us: Abraham’s faith in a new home given by God
Luke 12:32-40 God will give you the treasure of the kingdom, sell all that you have
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