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“Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers 

are few; therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into 

his harvest.” 

          ~ Matthew 9:37-38 
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We are delighted to have you worship with us this morning!  

Know that you are welcome here just as you are. 

If you are looking for a church to call home, why not consider making this one your own? If this 

is your first time worshiping at St. John, please fill out the visitor information card stapled to 

your bulletin. 

 

Everything you need to follow worship can be found in this bulletin. As you are comfortable, 

please rise when there is an * and join in the congregational responses, noted in bold.  

All songs are marked with numbers. The red book in the pew has all the songs. Look for the 

large number in the upper corner of the page to find the correct song. 

 

During the time of Peace, you are invited to turn to those around you and offer a word of peace. 

We suggest a handshake and saying, “Peace be with you.” You are also welcomed to offer 

another gesture of peace (wave, fist-bump, smile, etc.). Hand sanitizer is available in each pew. 

 

At the time of Offering, you are invited to share a gift. Envelopes are available in the pews if 

you prefer. Online gifts may be made using the QR code below: 

 
You may also offer updates to our ongoing prayer list using the yellow cards in the pews and 

placing them in the offering plates. Guest information cards and member attendance cards 

(attached to the front of the bulletin) may also be placed in the offering plates. 

 

As Lutherans, we believe Christ is truly present in the elements of the Lord’s Supper. At the 

time of Holy Communion, all baptized individuals are welcome to come forward via the center 

aisle, receive the elements, and return via the side aisles. We begin at the front of the right side, 

commune all on the right side, then we will invite the left side forward. When you come 

forward, you may receive the bread from the pastor (gluten free wafers are available), then pre-

filled cups with wine or grape juice from the assisting minister. You may consume the elements 

after receiving them then place the empty cup in the tray held by the acolyte. Those who do not 

receive Holy Communion are welcome to come forward for a blessing.  

 

If you need a restroom, restrooms are located on the bottom floor at the far side of the building 

from the elevator. Restrooms may be accessed either via the stairs in the rear of the sanctuary, 

the stairs by the Greeting Area, or the elevator.  

A playroom is available downstairs for children who need a break from the worship service. 

This room is by the elevator on the lower level. An adult must remain with the child.  

Children are also welcome to utilize the books and puzzles available in the Greeting Area on 

the top level by the elevator. 
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As you prepare for worship, you are invited to fill out the blue prayer request forms located in 

each pew. The cards will be collected during our hymn of the day, and prayers will be offered 

during the prayers of intercession. 

 

PRELUDE 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, whose compassion endures forever. Amen. 

 

Trusting in God’s enduring compassion, let us confess our sin to God.  

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

Compassionate God, we confess to you all our sins.  

Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves.  

In your mercy, call us back to you.  

Your yoke is easy and your burden is light.  

Restore us to dwell in your peace.  

In Christ’s name we pray, Amen. 

 

We hear the promise of forgiveness. 
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Why do we sing in worship? 

 

*GATHERING HYMN God Is Here (ELW 526) 

 
 

*GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 
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*CANTICLE OF PRAISE 

 
 

(continued) 
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray. God of compassion, you have opened the way for us and brought us to 

yourself. Pour your love into our hearts, that, overflowing with joy, we may freely share 

the blessings of your realm and faithfully proclaim the good news of your Son, Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
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WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 
 

FIRST READING: Genesis 18:1-15, 21:1-7 

God, in the form of three messengers, announces to Sarah and Abraham that they will have a 

child. Sarah, because of her advanced age, laughs at this seeming impossibility. But nothing is 

impossible for God, and in due course Isaac is born (Gen. 21:1-7). Now, Sarah confesses, 

everyone will share in her joyous laughter. 
 

A reading from Genesis. 
 

The Lord appeared to Abraham by the oaks of Mamre, as he sat at the entrance of his tent in the 

heat of the day. 2 He looked up and saw three men standing near him. When he saw them, he ran 

from the tent entrance to meet them and bowed down to the ground. 3 He said, “My lord, if I 

find favor with you, do not pass by your servant. 4 Let a little water be brought, and wash your 

feet, and rest yourselves under the tree. 5 Let me bring a little bread, that you may refresh 

yourselves, and after that you may pass on—since you have come to your servant.” So they 

said, “Do as you have said.” 6 And Abraham hastened into the tent to Sarah and said, “Make 

ready quickly three measures of choice flour, knead it, and make cakes.” 7 Abraham ran to the 

herd and took a calf, tender and good, and gave it to the servant, who hastened to prepare 

it. 8 Then he took curds and milk and the calf that he had prepared and set it before them, and he 

stood by them under the tree while they ate. 

  9 They said to him, “Where is your wife Sarah?” And he said, “There, in the tent.” 10 Then 

one said, “I will surely return to you in due season, and your wife Sarah shall have a son.” And 

Sarah was listening at the tent entrance behind him. 11 Now Abraham and Sarah were old, 

advanced in age; it had ceased to be with Sarah after the manner of women. 12 So Sarah laughed 

to herself, saying, “After I have grown old, and my husband is old, shall I be 

fruitful?” 13 The Lord said to Abraham, “Why did Sarah laugh and say, ‘Shall I indeed bear a 

child, now that I am old?’ 14 Is anything too wonderful for the Lord? At the set time I will return 

to you, in due season, and Sarah shall have a son.” 15 But Sarah denied, saying, “I did not 

laugh,” for she was afraid. He said, “Yes, you did laugh.” 

 

 21:1 The Lord dealt with Sarah as he had said, and the Lord did for Sarah as he had 

promised. 2 Sarah conceived and bore Abraham a son in his old age, at the time of which God 

had spoken to him. 3 Abraham gave the name Isaac to his son whom Sarah bore him. 4 And 

Abraham circumcised his son Isaac when he was eight days old, as God had commanded 

him. 5 Abraham was a hundred years old when his son Isaac was born to him. 6 Now Sarah said, 

“God has brought laughter for me; everyone who hears will laugh with me.” 7 And she said, 

“Who would ever have said to Abraham that Sarah would nurse children? Yet I have borne him 

a son in his old age.” 
 

The word of the Lord.  

Thanks be to God.
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PSALM: Psalm 100 

We will read the Psalm responsively. The leader will read the light verses, the congregation is 

invited to read the darker printed verses together. 

 

 I love the Lord, who has heard my voice, and listened to my supplication, 

 2 for the Lord has given ear to me whenever I called. 

 12 How shall I repay the Lord for all the good things God has done for me? 

 13 I will lift the cup of salvation and call on the name of the Lord. 

 14 I will fulfill my vows to the Lord in the presence of all God’s people. 

 15 Precious in your sight, O Lord, is the death of your servants. 

 16 O Lord, truly I am your servant; 

  I am your servant, the child of your handmaid; you have freed me from my bonds. 

 17 I will offer you the sacrifice of thanksgiving and call upon the name of the Lord.  

 18 I will fulfill my vows to the Lord in the presence of all God’s people, 

 19 in the courts of the Lord’s house, in the midst of you, O Jerusalem. Hallelujah! 

 

SECOND READING: Romans 5:1-8 

We are no longer God’s enemies but have peace with God because we were brought into a right 

relationship with God through Christ’s death. 

 

A reading from Romans. 
 

1 Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
2 through whom we have obtained access to this grace in which we stand, and we boast in our 

hope of sharing the glory of God. 3 And not only that, but we also boast in our afflictions, 

knowing that affliction produces endurance, 4 and endurance produces character, and character 

produces hope, 5 and hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has been poured into 

our hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been given to us. 

  6 For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. 7 Indeed, rarely 

will anyone die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good person someone might 

actually dare to die. 8 But God proves his love for us in that while we still were sinners Christ 

died for us. 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
 

*GOSPEL READING: Matthew 9:35—10:4 

The mission of Jesus’ followers is to continue the mission of Jesus himself. Here, he instructs 

his first disciples as to how they might proclaim the gospel through their words and deeds. 

 

The holy gospel according to Matthew.  

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

9:35 Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the 

good news of the kingdom and curing every disease and every sickness. 36 When he saw the 

crowds, he had compassion for them because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep 

without a shepherd. 37 Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers 

are few; 38 therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.” 

  10:1 Then Jesus summoned his twelve disciples and gave them authority over unclean spirits, 

to cast them out, and to cure every disease and every sickness. 2 These are the names of the 

twelve apostles: first, Simon, also known as Peter, and his brother Andrew; James son of 

Zebedee and his brother John; 3 Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the tax 

collector; James son of Alphaeus and Thaddaeus; 4 Simon the Cananaean and Judas Iscariot, the 

one who betrayed him. 

 

The gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 

 

SERMON 
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*HYMN OF THE DAY O God, Who Gives Us Life (ACS 1086)  

(Blue prayer cards are collected) 

 

 
 

*APOSTLES’ CREED 

Let us confess our faith in the words of the Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting.  

Amen. 
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*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  

Gathered together by the Holy Spirit, let us pray for the church and the needs of the world.  

A brief silence for reflection 
 

God of freedom, you ransomed Israel from slavery to be a holy people. As we observe 

Juneteenth this coming week, free us also to be a people who proclaim your liberating love. 

God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

God of creation, you call all the earth to make a joyful noise to you. Let us join the chorus of 

the natural world in proclaiming your glory. God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

God of the nations, you sent Jesus as peace for all of humankind. Bring an end to war and 

conflict, bring hope to places devasted by destruction, and sustain those who advocate for 

peace. God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

God of grace, you pour hope and love into our hearts in times of shame and doubt. Protect those 

experiencing housing insecurity. Uplift anyone struggling with hopelessness, illness, or other 

worries, especially Geneva, Cherry, Henry, Harry, Sally, Debi, Karen, Nan, Beverly, those on 

our prayer list, all whom we remember aloud or in our hearts and all who suffer in any way. 

God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

God of all, you call your children to serve in a plentiful harvest. Give us the wisdom to know 

how best to serve our local community and our neighbors. God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

God of faith, we give thanks for the saints who earnestly seek you. Guide us as we seek to 

follow those who have led your church. God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

Renewing God, you hear our every prayer, spoken and unspoken, those we can verbalize and 

those we do not yet have the words to name. We lift the prayers of the people gathered in this 

space, (blue prayer cards are offered), and those we quietly entrust to you from the silence of 

our hearts. We commend our prayers to you, O God, through Jesus our Savior. Amen. 
 

*PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always.  

And also with you.  

Let us share the peace of Christ with one another. 

 

You are invited to turn to those around you and offer a word of peace. We suggest a 

handshake and saying, “Peace be with you.” You are also welcome to offer another gesture of 

peace (wave, fist-bump, smile, etc.). Hand sanitizer is available in each pew.  



12 
 

MEAL 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ 

 

COLLECTION OF THE OFFERING  

You are invited to share a gift to support the ministries of this congregation during the 

following song. Envelopes are available in the pews if you prefer. Ongoing prayer requests, 

connection cards, and communion records are also collected in the offering plates. 

 

OFFERTORY HYMN In Christ Called to Baptize (ELW 575)  

*Rise on verse 4 

 
 

 

*OFFERING PRAYER 

Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take heart in you  

and share freely of your love, so that all creation can taste your abundance. 

We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. 

Amen. 
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*GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Lift up your hearts.  

We lift them to the Lord. 

 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ; 

who on this day overcame death and the grave, 

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, 

who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, 

who preached good news to the poor, 

and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 

  

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, 

we await his coming in glory. 

  

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, 

and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, 

the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; 

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 

be all honor and glory, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

 on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever. Amen 
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*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Heaven has come near. Come, share in the feast! 

Taste and see that the Lord is good. This meal is for you. Thanks be to God! 

 

Through this meal, we know forgiveness, life, and salvation as the blessings of God’s 

sacramental grace. In response to Jesus’ invitation, all baptized individuals are welcome 

to come forward and experience the real presence of Christ in the bread and wine. Those 

who do not receive the bread and wine are invited to come forward for a blessing. 

Grape juice and gluten free wafers are available upon request. Communion may also be 

brought back to the pews for those who are unable to come forward. 

 

COMMUNION SONG Lamb of God  
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COMMUNION HYMN This Is My Father’s World (ELW 824) 
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COMMUNION HYMN God, Who Stretched the Spangled Heavens (ELW 771) 

 

 
 

*POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and preserve you in grace.  

Amen 

 

*POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled with the 

abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, may share your love 

freely, as you have shared with us. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit 

nourishing us now and forever. Amen. 

 

SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 

*BLESSING 

Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, ☩ one God, bless, heal, and hold you today and always. 

Amen. 
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*SENDING SONG I Love to Tell the Story (ELW 661) 

 
 

*DISMISSAL 

Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news! 

Thanks be to God.  
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The flowers on the altar were supplied by Ruth Ann and John Tully in memory of their  

Father. 

 

Assisting in worship today:   

Assisting Minister: Casey S 

Acolyte: Volunteer 

Offering: Volunteers 

Attendance last week: 70 + Live Stream  

 

Notes for the day’s texts: 
In today’s gospel reading, Jesus speaks of the church’s mission with images drawn from daily life. 

The harvest is already plentiful, he says, but laborers are needed for work in the fields of daily life. 

What are we to do? We are to do that to which our worship invites us.  In baptism we are anointed for 

ministry, sharing God’s compassion with our needy world. From the Lord’s table we go forth to 

proclaim the good news, to heal the sick, and to share our bread with the hungry. Let our conversation 

be shaped by the good news, extend Christ’s peace wherever we find ourselves, and share our bread 

with the hungry. 

 

Today’s Music 
God Is Here. Text: Fred Pratt Green, 1903–2000, Music: Cyril V. Taylor, 1907–1991. Hope Publishing Company (ASCAP). 

O God, Who Gives Us Life. Text: Carl P. Daw Jr., b. 1944, Music: English melody; arr. Arthur S. Sullivan, 1842–1900. Hope Publishing Company (ASCAP). 

In Christ Called to Baptize. Text: Ruth Duck, b. 1947, Music: Welsh traditional; arr. John Roberts, 1807–1876, alt. Pilgrim Press/United Church Press / Public 
Domain. 

This Is My Father’s World. Text: Maltbie D. Babcock, 1858-1901, Music: Franklin L. Sheppard, 1852-1930, adapt. Public Domain. 

God, Who Stretched the Spangled Heavens. Text: Catherine Cameron, b. 1927, Music: W. Walker, Southern Harmony, 1835. Hope Publishing Company (ASCAP) / 
Public Domain / Augsburg Fortress. 

I Love to Tell the Story. Text: Katherine Hankey, 1834-1911, Music: William E. Fischer, 1849-1936. Public Domain. 

Liturgy words and music taken from SundaysandSeasons.com Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission. Reprinted under 
One License - A-724822 and CCLI.  

 

Next Week’s Readings 

Genesis 21:8-21 The rescue of Hagar and Ishmael 

Psalm 86:1-10, 16-17 Have mercy on me; give your strength to your servant. (Ps. 86:16) 

Romans 6:1b-11 Buried and raised with Christ by baptism 

Matthew 10:24-39 The cost of discipleship 


